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tatives of the same person, different expressions for the same

phenomenon ; and that person or phenomenon is the warm air

whirh dances above the earth in fine weather. This air, in one

case noted here, is conceived as the greatest benefactor of man,
that being who gives the choicest and most nccessaiy gifts to all,

and, in the other two cases, as a priceless treasure, in the form of a

woman who is to be fought for with all the valor that can possibly

be summoned, and in a manner that in Helen's case inspired

the noblest epic known to the world thus far.

These three cases show clearly the method? of mythology, and

prove the absolute need of knowing that we must deal (to borrow
mathematical language) with constants and variables taken together,

— knowing clearly, meanwhile, which are constants,— and not with

variables only, supposing them to be constants, or with constants

and variables mixed together without being able to distinguish

M'^hich belong to one class and which to the other. Were some

writer to deal with the prchen'' capacity in animated crea-

tures, and describe how it 's exci .sed, he would find a variety

in the organs used for grasping things \vliich would represent very

well the variety of methods employed by primitive man in my-

thology to represent the same phenomenon or force in nature.

If man be considered as standing on his hind feet, his fore feet

(the hands) are his grasping instruments. With the elephant the

nose is prehensile ; with some monkeys the tail performs this office,

in part at least. With tigers and lions, dogs and cats, the mouth

and teeth are prehensile instruments of great force and precision.

With the bear the forepaws are almost bauds. The two feet

with their talons, which correspond to the hind feet in quadn pcds,

are the graspers with birds of prey, workirf instruments with

domestic fowl, and weapons with some other birds, as, for instance,

the ostrich.

Take another case, the teeth, one office of which is to reduce

food to fine particles ; with all mammals they serve this purpose,

and, in many cases, others also. Birds have no teeth, but they

have a substitute in the gizzard, which they line with gr.ivel and

other hard particles ; and this second stomach, by contraction,

grinds to pulp grain and other food already softened in the crop or


