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doum the causeway from the school-porch even to the

gate where Cop has his dwellmg and duty. Little it

recked us and helped them less, that they were our
founder's citizens, and haply his own grand-nephews (for

he left no direct descendants), neither did we much
inquire what their lineage was. For it had long been
fixed among us, who were of the house and chambers,
that these same day-boys were all *caddes,' as we had
discovered to call it, because they paid no groat for their

schooling, and brought their own commons with them. In
consumption of these we would help them, for our fare

in hall fed appetite; and while we ate their victuals, we
allowed them freely to talk to us. Nevertheless, we could

not feel, when all the victuals were gone, but that these

boys required kicking from the premises of Blundell. And
some of them were shopkeepers' sons, young grocers,

fellmongers, and poulterers, and these to their credit

seemed to know how righteous it was to kick them. But
others were of high family, as any need be, in Devon

—

Caxews, and Bouchiers, and Bastards, and some of these

would turn sometimes, and strike the boy that kicked

I

them. But to do them justice, even these knew that they
[must be kicked for not paying. ^

After these 'charity-boys ' were gone, as in contumely
jwe called liiem

—
*If you break my bag on my head,' said

one, 'how will feed thence to-morrow?'—and after old

Icop with clang of iron had jammed the double gates in

[under the scruff-stone archway, whereupon are Latin
[verses, done in brass of small quality, some ot us who
[were not hungry, and cared not for the supper-bell, hav-
ing sucked much parliament and dumps at my only
[charges—not that I ever bore much wealth, but because I

[had been thrifting it for this timfe of my birth—we were
[leaning quite at dusk against the iron bars of the gate,

[some six, or it may be seven of us, small boys all, and not
:onspicuous in the closing of the daylight and the fog that
:ame at eventide, else Cop would have rated us up the
reen, for he was churly to little boys when his wife had

[taken their money. There was plenty of room for all of us,

for the gate will hold nine boys close-packed, unless they
)e fed rankly, whereof is little danger; and -^w we wero
looking out on the road and wishing we could get there;
"loping, moreover, to see a good string of pack-horses come
)y, with troopers to protect them. For tiie day-boys had


