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The rtilio^ pMution has for it« origin tho oriminul puip./««

whirh tho (Mtrvnrto*! intelluot hatt oonMoeratod and tiana*

iurmod intu a Neimo of <luty.

In thin oaao tho pnrpoMo wan ftiipromo power, both
oivil and religious. The ro<iroM of griovanoen on one
part, and tho doMiro of poinonal pucuniary advantagoN
on tho othor, do not Muom to me to havo boon tho

principal motom of Kiol'it aotionii, though they certainty

wore importuni fnclorH in hiM conduct. Hut that object,

enpremo |K)wor, wuh criminal and could rot qualify, could

not oxcuHo him. It in a wrong theory, and it would be a
<langorouH docirinu to oxcumo and leave wilho'it puniHh-

mont crimoH committod with tho conviction that tho act

acoomplinhud in one ciiloulatod to redroHd a wrong or to

bring good roHu

I

Im to the community.
I am not a (roc thinker. I believe that free thinking in the

mOHt perniciouH evil of thin country. It Iuih ongondorod tho

wor^t utopicfl against moral, social and religiooH order. But
thoMO who claim tho right to the most abHolute liberty for

human thoa^ht, will roHtrict thut liberty to the thoorotical

rogionn, and thoy arc ready tc puninh it whon it comoH in

conflict with oxirtting lawH. They will punioh the manifoHta*

tion of tho idou ufior having vivun to that idoa tho freedom
of the world. I ngroo with tli< >r conclusion in that roHpoct;

but I um logical, and I boliovo ut tho right, nay in tho obliga-

tion of punishing tho perversity of tho doctrine. 1 boliovo

that a man is guilty when ho docs not r ^orvo his intoU

ligonco from the contagion of fulrto doctr in the words
of one of tho most ominont (vutholic wri...o of this ago, in

Hpeaking of those whoMO guilty lonioncy towards the orrora

of the mind, gives an ozcuso to revolution and socialism

:

" They go lo far as to lay that error is no gaWt, that man ia not bound
to March the inmoBt of bis »oul to see whether there are not some secret

causes that lead him away from the path of truth. They declare that in

the spheres of bum&n ideas, all human and dirlne laws are useless and
out of place. What insanity t As if it was possible to exempt from any
rule the hif^hest and the most noble portion of human nature 1 As if tbe
essential element, which makes of man the being o( creation could be
dispensed trom the rules of that divine harmony of the rarious part of
the universe together and of that universe with ita divine maker ; as if

that sublime harmony could exist or even be conceived with man, unlesii

the first of human obligations be the constant accord with truth, that
eternal attribute ot divinity I

"

This is the solid and only logical foundation for the legi*

timate punishment of a number of crimes which otherwise
would nnd their excuse in the erroneous but firm convic-

tions of their perpetrators. In suoh cases the law is at

liberty to admit that the criminal was actuated by a wrong
fal notion of his intelligence, but it declares guilty the idea

which has brought tb&l erroneous conviction in them ; and


