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afford opportunities for penetrating into the interior. For a railway terminus,

however, Bute Inlet presented great difficulties. No doubt a good road would

be made there some day ; but He thought the terminus of railway communica-
tion would bo, not at Bute Inlet, but at the mouth of the Fraser. There was
reallv no other good line of country through which a railway could be carried,

and from the reports he had received, and from what he had seen, he was happy
to believe there were no physical difBculties which our engineers could not over-

come in carrying a line of railway over the Bocky Mountains down to that

part of the coast. Another point was—and as a soldier they would forgive

him if his cars pricked up at hearing it—that the island of San Juan was not of

military importance. It would be of military importance if it were fortified.

If the Americans held possession of it, and left it as it was, it would be of no
moment ; but, if they snould fortify it, they might make it a serious difficulty

to us, for it would enable them to a great extent to command the passage to

the mainland. He regretted to see the expression " the disputed island of

Ban Juan" slipping into the newspapers both in England and America; for it

was not that island alone, but the whole archipelago that was involved in the

question. Witit regard to the pine-forests, there were very valuable pines on
the coast of British Columbia and in the interior. The value of the timber

could scarcely be exaggerated
;
great <]|uantities would be sent to China, and

much might be brought home. The size of the trees was extraordinary. Ho
had measured numbers, and he made out that»the average of the Douglas pine

ranged somewhat over 300 feet in height. One or two measured 320 feet to

where the top branches had been broken and splintered off by the trees

falling ; and where he left off measuring, the tree was as thick round as' his

waist. Settlers looked upon these trees with abhorrence, because of the diffi-

culty of clearing the ground which they entailed ; but the day would come when
the trees would find their market value. On one occasion he was out riding with

Governor Douglas, and they came upon the ruins ofa great cedar-tree. Qovcmor
Douglas got off his horse, and,Vvitk a 3-foot rule, he measured the trunk about

5 feet 6 inches above the ground ; and, although the bark had been burnt off,

the tree measured 57 feet in circumference. This would give some idea of

the vastness of these trees. According to an article la the '.' Gardener's

Chronicle,' based upon the meteorological journals kept in their camp, the

climate round New Westminster might be compared with that of Chiswick ; a

greater quantity of rain fell, but there were not more rainy days ; and the

general character of the climate was as near as possible like that of Chiswick.

Occasionally the winters were severe. The winter he was there was such a

winter as we occasionally have in England when the Thames is frozen over.

It is a thorough grain-ripening country. The farmer would rejoice in it,

because almost every year he would be safe in getting in his hay and wheat
crops. The seasons are well and clearly marked. There is no jump from

winter to summer, as there is in Canada ; but a regular winter, spring, summer,
and autumn. Tliere is a great deal of rain in the latter part of the year, and
some fog in the Aviuter. There is an absence of east wind, ami, on the whole,

it is a climate most suitable for a Briton. The healthiness of the country is

something remarkable. These observations referred to the neighbourhood of

New Westminster. British Columbia consisted chiefly of plateaux of different

degrees of elevation ; accordingly, there were many varieties of cUmate.

Beyond the Cascade Bange you get quite a different description of climate,

where there is very little ram, and where it is very hot; the thermometer
ranging to 90° and 95°, and sometimes to 100° in the shade. A certain

'description of cacti flourished there ; rattlesnakes were found among the rocks,

grapes ripened fully, and grain was winnowed in the open air. Though the

winters are cold, cattle and sheen seem to thrive there ; and, as there is not

much wind, the sensation of cold is not felt. The bunch-grass rises above the

average depth of snow, so that cattle can feed ont of doors m the winter. It is


