
# PATRIOTISM OF COLORED AMERICANS.
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" Three quarters of a century have passed by since the re-

treat from Long Island. What a change since then ! From
the Washington of that day to the world's Washington of

this, what a change ! In America, what alterations ! What
a change in England ! The Briton has emancipated every

bondman ; slavery no longer burns his soil on either Continent,

the East or West. America has a population of slaves

greater than the people of all England in the reign of Eliza-

beth. Under the pavement of Broadway, beneath the walls

of the Bazaar, there still lie the bones of the colored martyrs

to American Independence. Dandies of either sex swarm
gaily over the threshold, heedless of the dead African, con-

temptuous of the living. And while these faithful bones

were getting shovelled up and carted to the sea, there was a

great slave-hunt in New York : a man was kidnapped and
cariied off to bonda o by the citizens, at the instigation of

politicians, and to the sacramental delight of * divines.*

" Happy are the dead Africans, whom British shot mowed
down ! They did not live to see a man kidnapped in the city

which their blood helped free."

The poor requital for the colored man's valor was forcibly

alluded to by Henry H. Garnet at the anniversary of the

Anti-Slavery Society, in New York city, May, 1840. " It is

with pride," said he, " that I remember, that in the earliest

attempts to establish democracy in this hemisphere, colored

men stood by the side of your fathers, and shared with

them the toils of the Eevolution. When Freedom, that had

been chased over half the world, at last thought she had
here found a shelter, and held out her hands for protection,

the tearful eye of the colored man, in many instances, gazed

with pity upon her tattered garments, and ran to her relief.

Many fell in her defence, and the grateful soil received them
affectionately into its bosom. No monumental piles distin-

guish their 'dreamless beds'; scarcely an inch on the page

of history has been appropriated to their memory
;
yet truth

will give them a share of the fame that was reaped upon
the fields of Lexington and Bunker Hill ; truth will affirm

that they participated in the immortal honor that adorned

the brow of the illustrious Washington."
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