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** deTooped at (heir pteaiare* In inpport ofthtithey had «ppe9ed|

** AS we have seen, cyerjr attempt to introduce order and goTero?

** nient into that place ; it wag in this spirit that they questioned

" the King's right to appoint a civil Governor, to appoint Jnsticet

** of the Peaca, to appoint Commissioners of Oyer and Terminerj^

*i that they Complained of the Custom-house, and even talked of
*< presenting it as a nuisance, because it was erected oa ship't

*^ rooms." To explain the causes which led Mr. Reeves to make
these remarks, it may be necessary shortly to advert to a few facff

^nnected with the history of that country : Newfoundland waa

discovered by Cabot, in the reign of Heory the Seventh, and shprttJ
afterwards it engaged the attention of several Noblemen; apd
others of the first distinction, who established jettlements in the

island. No long period elapsed when, in consequence of, th^

gr^at disorders committed by those who annually resorted tbithet

for the purposes of the fishery, application wasmade by theresi^

^ent inhabitants for a governor, but the Merchauta, ship-owners^

and inhabitants of Totnesft^ Plymouth,,and Dartmouth^ petitioned

fhe Privy Council against imch an appointment^ stating it .(W(ml4

be Inglorious to the fishery... In-1674 and 1675^AirtherApplica|toi^

was madefor the same purpofe,.and referred t«the Lor^i of,Trade»

whoj after bearing the.ArgfimentsfQr and against theSettlemen^ii

decided «gainsfc the appointment of a Governor^ and recommended

that all plaotadon% in Newfoundland should be disceuragied, thai

the commanders of the convoys should, be directed to. oblige tl^o

iphabitants to depart irom the island, as, by the .Western Charterj^

*{ no planter was allowed to^ inhabit within six miles ofwthe shore*'^

The Report of their.lordships was approved of by his rMajesi^^

and orders were given to carry into e£fectuaL execution what waa

then reoommended. Un4«r the sanction of this anthorityithe

moft wanton acts of vi|olence were committed, the houses of thA

inhabitants were burnt and destroyed, And eveiy. other,-violent

means resorted t<H to force them from . the country.. Aboat thif

time the system ;of rapine and plunder was carried, to sucb^ ex*

cess, (that Ssr John Berry, the commander of the convoy^ repre<i

tented it in its true colours to Government, and strongly recomn

mended the policy of coloRization. . The advice 0|f Sir John I^rrj^

supported as it was by wisdom and huraanityi was not attended

to,
; In, ,1^76) one John Dowiung, t resident inhabitant of Ne.w«
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