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k\n^, it. Tlicy , iit Inast, oucjlit not to hesitate, cither

as to the character of tlie I'leaniires called for, or

ns to tiie ]iro|"'r tinu! for our aclioii. The coiise-

qticiicc of nsscrtin;; rii:;htH thus clear, ouglitiiol, in

iny judLniient, (o be the siihject of iiujuiry or debate.

If the whole ofOrcLijon be rlcurhj ouis, then 1 sub-

mit it to the reason and ]ialriotisni of gentlemen,
wliether it becomes an American Congre.ss, gravely
and with .«olcmn fear, tod(dibt.'ratc upon the conse-

quences of iis action in respeci to a foreign Power.
It is huniiliatini!;, .sir—a stain upon our character— i

i,i<-i-iii^ ... u.i. ....^. ^ -. -, - >

n re^iroach upon our sovereigiuy. In this aspect, clearly our own, in the extension of o>ir laws, and

alarmed imaginations of .so many genllenicn a war-

like aspect to this measure? It is our claim to the

wltdk of (-)regon; and yet many of these same gen-

tlemen adinii our title to that country clear and in-

dispntal)le. I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that it is not

the giving of the notice that makes war a remote

or even po.ssibic contingency as growing out of

tliii^ (jucstion, but our positive claim to Oregon, and

the measures hereafter contemplated in extend-

ing over it the jurisdiction of our laws and the sov-

ereignty of our Hag. To legislate over territory

in the eslablishmeiil of territorial govenuuents, 13

certainly no unfrequenl or unusual ;ict of legisla-

tion. It is, 1 believ(!, within our acknowledged

jurisdiction and sovereignty, am"! to be deterred

"from its exercise, when deniaiuled by the wants of

our citizens, because of the unfomided )>retensions

of a foreign I'ower. 1 can regaril in no olhi^r light

than a shameful al>andonmenl of the right itself.

Om- right to Oregon admitted as clear, in iny judg-

ment, the subject now under consideration, as well

as all the measures expected to follow, become acts

of usual and ordinary legislation. Uut we are told

thai war will certainly and inevitably follow. Sup-

pose it does, it will follow unjustly und without

caust—will it not? And must we halt in the pros-

ecution of our rights ? IVIustwe refrain from the

exercise of our acknowledged powers because war

may ensue? It is a degradation and a reproach—

an acknowledgment of weakness that amounts to

a virtual surrender of our sovereignty. Sovereignty

consults only its own interests and glory. It is

the sole arbi'ter of its own rights. It exists but ni

its perfect and absolute independence; it sullers no

inva-sion; ii can survive no surrender.

If we would abandon our claim to tliat portion

of Oregon lying north of the Columbia river, gen-

tlemen', 1 iun confident, would not then see in this

notice to dissolve '>.e convention of 1H27, tuiything

alarming or warlike. It as.suines tliat character

only because we insist upon our own. England

has no rinht—so say gentlemen opposed to this

notice; ye7, in tlic insolence of lier })ower, she in-

terposes her pretensions, and bids us stand, or ad-

vance at our peril. Shall we stand at her bidding,

and tamely and cowardly surrender our rights?

or shall we vindicate them as our fathers did, by

all the means God and nature has (daced in our

hands? This is the question, and the only ques-

tion, our cltuv right to Oregon admitted. If, in-

stead of lookiiii;- to the interest of ou- own people,

and determining what is expedient and proper for

thi.'ir good, we arc to hv. swayed and inlluene.ed liy

Huropean cabinets, and European threats, where

is our boa.sted indeiiendcnce? "What can England

do more than invade our " clear and unqnestion-

blc " riglils? If she claimed the power of taxatiini

it would be no more; and would gentlemen still

us, indeed, in any in which the subject undin- con-

Kideration '.'an be vi(!wed, it presents a very diller-

cnt question from a declaration of war; in which
light too many gentli-nn-n arcdis|>osed to regard it.

1 grant, sir, most readily, that if this were a

proposition in din-ct terms to declare war against

Ciireat Uritain ; if it even were a measure that

gavi; any just g.'ounds or provocation for such a

declaration on her part— it would be proper, nay,

sir, it would lie our bounden duly, to inquire into

the condition of our country, its resources and de-

fences, and carefully to estimate the strengtli and
power of our adversary.

Notwilhstaniling ttie. very severe attaclc made
upon Sir John Falsta'a last evening, by the gentle-

man from Ohio, I am half inclined to ado))t the

sentiment so olijectionable to iiiin, "that discretion

i> the better inirt of valor." I cannot believe that

the great }ioet, by j)Uttiiig these words into the

mouth of the valiant kniglit of the tap-room, in-

tended to condemn so %visea maxim of iiuman con-

duct, but merely to show liow an arrant, yet in-

genious, coward could r(;as()n in excuse for his

cowardice. I agree, .sir, that "discretion is the bet-

ter part of valor." That it is neither wise nor
prudent to rush blindly into a war, unjirepared and
comparatively defenceless, against an enemy arm-
ed at all points, and holding as it were in his hands
all the elements' of destructive warfare. Such a

course, I repeat, in my judgment would be neither

wise nor prudent. It would be as much wanting in

true courage as it lacked in sound and statesman-

like jiolicy. Before I would vote for a declaration

of war against a powerful, and in some respects a

superior, enemy, I would, by vigorous and en-

larged preparati(nis, ])lac.e my country in a condi-
tion to carry (ui tlie war, when decltired, to a suc-

cessful and glorious termination.

Sir, I do not believe that war will come of this

Oregon difficulty, if promjit and ])rudent measures
are adopted. Certain it is, that tlie resolution upon
your table gives none, not the slighest grounds of

offence towards England. In truth, if the position

assumed by some gendemcn who oppose this no-
tice be correct,! shall be sustained in the declara-

tion that the resolution now under consideration,

as also all the metisures that are expected to follow „ ^

it, are within the ordinary and daily-exercised
i

coun.^el supineness and delay ? Wcnild they still

powers of this Government. No one has gone so talk of the dangers and horrors of war ? This was

fi\r in opposition to the notice as to pretend that, not the language of those who laid deep and strong

abstractly and ;)crsf, it gave any just cause or prov- the fiuindations of the Republic; it is not thus

ocation for war. This is contemplated by the that its integrity can^ be maintained. What would

very terms of the convention itself. The right of i be our position before the civihzed world ?—as-

cither party to give this notice, and thereby di.s- .scrting our title to the whole of Oregon as iiidis-

Bolve the convention, forms one of its express and putable and clear; yet hesitating, through fear, to

plain stipulations. It cannot be that war is appre- j take those steps demanded by the wants ol our

hended from acting in strict conformity with the citizens and enforced by every consideration of

treaty itself. WJiat is it, then, tlial gives to the palriuti.-ini and public duty. Hul 1 um told that it

I


