
OK THE TREASURY. v

being done to Iho rogiilar siipi)!}' of frosii blood for Uio breeding rook-
eries, since Ibose large reservoirs of surplus male life, above named,
lield at least,just luilf of tbe young male seal-life I ben belonging to tbe
islands — Ibese large sources of supply were never driven from —
never even visited by tbe sealers, and out of tbcir overwbelming abund-
ance, 1 tbougbt tbat surely enougb fresb male seal-life must, did an-

nually mature for service on I be breeding rof>keries.

Tberefore, wben summing up in my publisbed work of 1872-1 S74,

I was positive in declaring Ibat altbougb I was tirmly con\ inccd tbal

no increase to tbe tben existing number of seals on tbese Islands would
follow any ell'ort tbat we migbt make (giving my reasons in detail foi'

so believing), yet I was as firmly salislied tbat as matters were tben

conducted, notbing was being done wbicb would injure tbe regular

annual sui)ply of male life necessary for tbe full demand of tbe rook-

eries. I tben declared " tbat provided matters are conducted on tbe

seal-islands in tbe future, an they are to dm/ 100,000 male seals, under
tbe age of live years, and over one, may be safely taken every year
from tbe Pribylov Islands witbout tbe sligbtest injury to tbe regular

birlb rates, or natural increase tbereon : provided also tbat tbe fur-

seals are not visited by any plague, or pests, or any abnormal cause for

tbeir destruction, wbicb migbt be beyond tbe control of men." (J/o-

nograph of the Seal Islands of Alaska, p. (r2.)

I repeatedly called attention to tbis fact, in my publisbed report,

tbat all of tbe killable seals required, were easily taken in tbirly work-
ing days, between June \'A\\ and July ^Otb of every year from tbose

points above specified, and tbat tbose reservoirs of surplus male life at

Soutb-west Point, Zapadnie, Englisb Bay, Polavina, Tonkie Mees, etc.,

were full and overflowing : tbat more Iban enougb was untouched
which sufficed to meet the demands of nature on the breeding grounds.

But, to make certain that my theory was a good one, and would be con-

firmed by lime, for I qualified my statement, at that time, as a theory

only, I made a careful and elaborate (riangulation of tbe area and posi-

tion of tbe breeding-grounds in I872-'73 on St. Paul and St. George
Islands, aided and elaborated by my associate in 1871, Lt. Washburn
Maynard, U. S. N. This I did in order that any increase or diminution
following our work could be authoritatively staled— Ihat a foundation
of fact and not assumption should exist for such a comparison of the

past order with that of tbe present or the future.

Sixteen years have elapsed since that work was finished : its accur-
acy as lo tbe statements of fact tben published was a', that lime

unquestioned on these islands, and it is to day freely acknowledged


