
Mn fron dizpraraive Riffoi msdf!. Thin nixit wkr one of tha mont interwtiog
w« had fltopptd »t durioK the day, ancl it wuh Mriti' regret that we heard the
tHtitU* for a iii«- itart. Night snon enveloped um after leaving Maple Creek,
•Bd wbeo we awoke the following morning we found ountolven near Lathum, 750
milee weat of Wiiini|>og. At Orowfnnt (^roaaing, a Hhort distanoe frnm thin, a
eettler rodo over to the train while it Htopped for a few ininuteti to lake water.
We inteniewed him, and found lio had bettled upon a place a ahort distance
from the traok, sud had Iweii excedingly Huccefrntul in Ins farm op>jrationa no
far. Bat hia binheat hopoa were built upon tho dincovery on his farm of an
exoelloht aeam of coal 10 feet thiok. He waa very anxiouH to have ua viait it,

but cireumstan'xw would not permit. .Several aona—I think four—are with
him, and thua auparated milea from anv other white aottlera they are the
pUineera in thia vaat tract of nntilled aoil. The influence of the Bow river,

which oomea near tiie traok hero, ia ennily ^rtieivod. The paatore is excelktot
and appeared e* if vast honln might oe easily maintoined ulmn it.

OLEICHEN~A BPLRNDID O. P. R. FARM.

Breakfast waa taken at Oloichon, whero the last experimental farm ia

located. In fact a better term would he miMlel farm, for the Hurruundinga were
such as preaented a moat attractive aofwaranco t«j the obaerver. Splendid
roota were jo^wing, line Aulda of waving grain ri^ning, and nature decidedly
afHrmed by prolific results the fertility of the hoiI at Gleioheu. At this plaoe
ou a clear day tho traveller getu the flrflt view of the Kcjokiea about 100 mileu
away. Bnt the weather wan unfavorable for uh. It wuh now i.>vercaHt, bright
sunidiine had accompanied us for two day^, bnt gloomy forebodingH ccnceruing
the weather for tenting Hoemud uour. Six Iioufk and we would be in Calgary,
in the vicinity of which we hoped to tent. We wero Hcarcely out from the laat

vtatioD when rain poured down and little of tho country was neen. However,
it waHobaervefl to be rolling, and clothed in rirh green. I'he thick, bunchy

that we were in the great

_ for exteuatve ranches.

AVPR0A(1HIN« CALOAUY.

Art we ueared Calgary ray friends could not refrain from e.xpressiug their

ururise at the magnitude of the country. Two days and a half steamirg away,
and yet only nearing the foothills of the mountains '* What a region, and
what room for a vast p)pulation I" were remarked. (3algary was reachod about
3 p.m.. and it was raining heavily. Still no hope for tenting. We land^sl and
ought an hotel for the night, with the expectation of seeing better surround-
ings next flay. We were told that it had beon raining nearly evnry day for

weeks, and we knew it was only a few days since the bridge over the river was
swept away and much damav,o done to the track beyond. Tho rain continued
all afternoon, and it did neom as if tho valley might be submergod before many
hours. With difficulty I callefl ui>on a number of friends near the hotel. They
tried to fan my faded hopes by saying " it wa» extioptional to sc-e such rain in

Calgary— that this was a {Miouliar experience, and that tho rain would continue
bnt a short time." At the.hotel the quarters were somewhat contracted. The
wind blew with terrific force, and whistled through the light fabric erected as

a shelter to wear>- tourists for the west. Yet, after all. there was something
romantic in the storm ; and we all enjoyed listening to the battering rain and
whistling wind, wiich indicated a torrino night without. Morning oatne, and
Mill rain, but tnoro drizzling. The sky appeared to be clearing in the direction

of the mciuutaius linvisible), and wo were inclined tq prognosticate fair weather.
Notwithstanding the rain we started oft to search a suitable spot for the tent.

To tent we came, and tent we would if tlie weather was at all reasonable.

Three miles beyoisd Calgary, on tho banks of the Bow River, not far from a
point honored with the name of Shagganappy, we selected our ground.

At this place a >3ouple of bachelors, whom we at once judged to be honeat
men, had '-squatted" and boilt a "shack"—a small log house. They hod under

• •wwman v^a/a^a wa ^l/ «/v a\#iiaai^f nttva vivvtiv^vt lu a«^ai p^i«.«u<

buffalo grass was oomtnon, and we readily- perceived that

pusiuring district of the Bow Iliver, a region wfM udapte<1

:


