
Tilts XEWFOUNDLAND OF OirRH.

and struck tho loftiost notes from tlio poet's lyre, and givou

pathos anil power to tlio orator who has corninandoil tho ap-

p\auso of listoninj; senates, and swaj'od tho hearts of myriads.

Wliy sltoujd not t!io love of cotnitry boat as strcn<;ly in the

heart of a Xi^wfoiindlandcr as in that of an ancient (ireek or

a modern Briton or American ? Ho too has a country and

though he cannot say

" One Imlf its soil Imn walked the rest ,

111 poetH, beroQB, nmrtyra. sa{,'eH."

Yet it is not unworthy of his lovo. It may not bo able to

boast of refinement, wealth and all tho culture that wealth

brings with it. No anciont institutions, hoary with ago, arc

here ; but here is a new land, with a bright and limitless futnro

before it, on whose soil life will take fresh developments, and

genius and entcrpriso now forms, starting with all tlie

experience of tho past to guide them, and all tftio mighty

discoveries of modern science at command, and with natural

resources which I hope to show you before I have dene, aro

all that could bo desired for securing a great and prosper-

ous career.

I think we noi?d not blush to own Tins Newfoundland of

Ours. It is a goodly heritage—ono wo can bequeath, with

the confident hope of future greatness, to those who are to

come after us. To say nothing of its splendid geographical

position, anchored near the shores of the New World, and

reaching farther than any other American land towards tho

Oid World, destined thus, as I believe, to furnish the short-

est and safest route between both ; to say nothing of its being

already tho great telegraphic station whence stretch the

nerves which unito both liomispheres ; not to dwell on the

command of the Galf of St. Lawrence which its situation se-

cures, and putting out of view for a little its fisheries, agricul-

tural capabilities and minerals—of all which you will hear

presently—look for a moment at its present population as the

nucleus from which may be developed an energetic, indus-

trious, intelligent race, wi*^^h plenty of iron in thoir blood, and

able 10 shoulder their way in the struggles of the coming

time, and bear an honourable part in the physical and intel-

lectual conapotitions of future years. There is a great deal in

race, in ancestry, in good blood. I, for one, believe in the


