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Hard by tho trull that from tho City of Qu«l.ec

continued ilevioiwly l.y iund aiul wutt-r for a thouhftml

l«!a|;uos to tho V\)\wr ^ v»«h an<l Hu^ rc^MonH Iniyond,

and two hun<lri'«l leajjutiH from tho Ij^'^Munin;; of thin

jfreat hi^hwiiy, dwc'lt BUck John, an old courour-«le-

Ikjim. T!j«« gain of tho ^roat compatjien under Trench
charterH in traffic with tho Indians had long been ho

great that it had tempted many o*" m VVench-
CanadiaxiH to engage in illicit trade, a. "a* Haid,

trx>, that some of those high in the aut ly of the
Frinch King were not above violating tho onlinanccs
of monopoly which they had wworn to protect. For
a few drams of brandy th- red man sold the finest

fox and beaver skins, and so extensive had tho leak
become that the outlaws of the forest were under
constant condemnation of death by royal decree.

What cared they for death, however, in a coimtry
where death lurked behind every bush, or for the law
where the vast extent of land and water rendt-red
defiance of its provisioni easy. It was in vain, too,
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