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THE PBEMiitB SPEAKS.

Sir John Thompson Outlines and Ex­
plains the Llberal-Ooneervative 

Platform.

Advantages in the Behring Sea Award 
-Progressive March of the , 

Party.

the meet extreme discrimination has been 
made by that tribunal between the rights of 
Canadian and of American fishermen. It 
has been said that every country, by inter­
national law, has three miles of its ocean 
coast under its territorial jurisdiction, and 
that, in the case of the Americans, they 
have succeeded in getting an extension of 
that to sixty miles. Nothing could be more 
untrue than that criticism. No snob exten­
sion has been made with regard to the 
American coast, except in the case of the 
two islands on which the seals bring forth 
their young ; and in regard to these islands 
the sixty miles’ belt is not an extension of 
the three miles’ jurisdiction in regard only 
to outside countries, but it an absolute ex­
tension even as regards the United States 
themselves. For within the waters of that 
zone of sixty miles neither the Government 
of the United States nor the United States 
people can kill a seal any more than can the 
Government of Canada or the Canadian fish­
erman. (Applause.) And let me tell you 
that the regulations which restrict the Can­
adian sealer apply every one of them to the 
United States fishermen as welt When we 
talk abont the pelagic sealer and the seal 
hunter upon the ocean, we are apt to sup­
pose, Às I suppose the gentleman who made 
these childish criticisms supposed, that this 
business has been conducted by Canadians 
only. But you will be surprised when I tell 
you that two-fifths of the entire sealing fleet 
on the Pacific ocean is composed of United 
States vessels, to every one of which all 
these regulations apply us well as they do to 
ours.

conserve the greatness which Canada has 
achieved, and the greatness which Canada 
has yet to achieve. We admit that some of 
the hopes that were entertained respecting 
the results of that policy have not been en­
tirely fulfilled. We admit that the circum­
stances of the country have greatly changed 
under the fostering care of the policy which 
we so established. We admit that changes 
in the character of the country have be­
come necessary by those changed circum­
stances. Values have changed, the volume 
of commerce has greatly changed, the move­
ment of population within our own country 
has made a difference, and for a hundred 
reasons _
A COMPLETE AND CAREFUL REVISION OF THE 

TARIFF
has become necessary, and it has been 
adopted as part of the policy of the Gov­
ernment of which I have the honor to be 
the head. (Loud cheers. ) Oar opponents 
have this policy in common with Us. But 
there is this distinction between us; they 
admit the greatness of the interests involved 
in any rearrangement of the tariff ; so do 
we. They admit the necessity of changes 
in consequence of the altered circumstances 
of the country ; so do we. But they pro­
pose to make that change, despite the mag­
nitude of the interests involved, without 
any inquiry aS to what those interests are, 
or as to what are to be the effects ; while we 
have proposed to Parliament to make the 
necessary changes after moat careful and 
minute inquiry into every interest in the 
country which can be reached by the search 
of ministers who are interested in those 
questions, which they have in charge. That 
practically is the difference between the two 
policies with respect to the tariff. We 
think, while we admit that our policy in the 
past has not done all we hoped for, that it 
has achieved very great results for Canada. 
(Loud cheers.) We think it has increased 
immensely the volume of Canadian trade 
both as regards our exports and imports. 
We think it has succeeded in a marvellous 
degree in developing the interests of Canada 
in every part of Canada and the interests of 
every class of the working community. We 
think it has been marvellously successful in 
establishing public works all over this coun­
try, of which any country in the world 
mighÿ be proud, and which have made 
Canada envied by other nations. We think, 
and we know, that it has been the means of 

INCREASING INTER-PROVINCIAL TRADE.
—(cheers) —of giving the home market to 

people, to the industrial classes of diff­
erent sections of the country, and thereby 
creating a greater sentiment in favor of 
union between the different provinces of 
this great Confederation. (Loud cheers ) 
We have not been able to congratulate our­
selves that it has kept all our people in the 
country. Our opponents go about magnify­
ing the exodus and laying all the blame on 
the National policy. I should like to ask 
you, which of them ever did by speech or 
proposal or measure do anything to keep 
those people in the country or to ameliorate 
their condition. We claim in that regard 
that we have done all that lay in the power 
of à Government to do; that the fostering 
care which built up our industries has added 
within the last ten years alone 112,000 
workingmen to the pay rolls of our factories 
and other industries of this country; that it 
has added upwards of $40,000,000 per an­
num to the wages paid to the working peo­
ple, and yet every time one of our people 
leaves Canada and goes to the United States 
or elsewhere it is claimed that it is this 
wretched tariff which has driven them out. 
(Laughter and cheers). Under that policy 
to-day, in the mines, in the workshops, in 
the fisheries, there are upward of 360,000 
Canadian workingmen employed. The vol­
ume of wages which is paid to them per 
annum is something enormous. I do not 
remember the figures at the moment, but it 
is something in the millions.

SOME PERTINENT QUESTIONS.
Let me ask two questions ? Is it honor­

able or reasonable that it should be laid to 
the charge of a policy, which has done so 
much for Canada, that men should still be 
anxious to leave this country to better their 
condition abroad as, in fact, they have 
always done since these provinces were 
established; and 1st me ask farther if this 
country would be any better off if there 
would be any more people in it, if any more 
people would stay at home, if you were to 
crush out those industries and leave the 
working-men without bread ? That is prac­
tically what it would come to. When they 
tell you that the tariff is to blame for people 
going out of the country, they are at the 
same time unable to put their finger on a 
line of the tariff policy of the country as 
their justification, and they are unable to 
uphold their position by reference to the 
taxation which any citizen of this country 
pays, and every man and woman should 
know that when our opponents talk thus 
and advocate a policy by which they would 
seek to wreck those industries and drive on 
working-men to the United States, to assist 
in carrying on manufacturing there for the 
people of Canada and earn the wages of the 
United States manufacturers, they are advo­
cating a policy that would add tenfold to 
the evils from which the country is suffer­
ing to-day. At the time when the great 
Liberal convention was held in the city of 
Ottawa,

for 5,000,000 of its people. Every man 
who raised hie voice in the Liberal conven­
tion to talk about the exodus 
that the opportunities offered 
were not sufficient to retain her people, and 
that the people of this country were fleeing 
from it in larger ‘numbers than they would 
have done if, according to Sir Richard 
Cartwright/it had been smitten by war, 
pestilence and famine. Everyone who re­
flects will know that the condition of every 
class fa this country, under those circum­
stances, was better than anywhere 
the world. Everyone knows that the social 
and commercial life of the people, the com­
fort of their homes, their abstention from 
crime and outrage,their obedience to order 
and to law, their respect for religion and 
authority, were a hundred-fold better—in 
this beloved country of ours—than in that 
boasted land from which these gentlemen 
sought to take their policy. Under these 
circumstances there appeared nothing about 
continental free trade, commercial union or 
unrestricted reciprocity. They denounced 
the tariff—they denounced the Govern­
ment. They said they wanted some 
change in the tariff, although they were not 
satisfied what it was they wanted; and 
they finally parted with a stirring resolu­
tion, not only to put us out of office, but to 
go about this country from end to end 
declaring that every evil which men suffer 
and a country can endure is the fault of 
the Government and its fiscal policy. That 
is the task to which they have devoted 
themselves ever since. It is a task in 
which they have

public works of this country have been, 
perhaps lavishly, certainly liberally, dealt 
with in the past, and in the immediate 
future there would be no great demand for 
the increasing of public indebtedness by 
the extension of those public works to any 
very large degree. Under those circum­
stances we have concluded that the time has 
come when the tariff may profitably be re­
vised even to the extent of a reduction of 
it. I shall endeavor, to show that the prin­
ciples upon which it is founded, and to 
which I will refer fa a moment, are prin­
ciples which will be extended for the benefit 
not only of the manufacturer and of the 
working classes, but of the farmer himself 
in an equal degree. Let me tell you that 
the principles upon which we propose to 
revise the tariff are very different 
from those which the Opposition lay 
down. They have declared as their 
cardinal principle that every vestige of 
protection must come out of the tariff. We 
declare it to be our policy—whether it be 
ropular or unpopular, and we feel it would 
le an injury to Canada if we deserted that 
policy—we declare that every effort will be 
made which can properly be made by a 
tariff, to provide a home market for our 
people. But above all things, it shall be 
our policy to write it upon our tariff, to- 
write it upon every place the hand of the 
Government can reach, that the industries 
of Canada, whether manufacturing, mining, 
fishing or farming, are never to be at the 
dictation of a foreign country. (Loud 
cheers.) We have seen it stated in the 
speech delivered by the Opposition leaders 
in the town of Newmarket the other day 
that if any man, an American or anyone 
else, came along and wanted to sell you a 
dollar’s worth of goods for fifty cents, the 
Government should not be allowed to pre­
vent him doing it. We have no objection to 
those gentlemen being allowed to bring in 
their dollar’s worth of goods and sell them 
to you for fifty cents, but we intend to take 
gobd care that when they have driven the 
workingmen from our soil into their 
country, they shall not come back and 
oblige you to pay one dollar and fifty cents 
for one dollar’s worth of goods. (Cheers.)

THE ISSUE IS PLAIN.

down without referring to a contrast pre­
sented between the Opposition and ourselves 
with respect to a question which interests 
a large number of the people in this coun­
try. I refer to the question of the Mani­
toba schools. My opponents have challeng­
ed me to speak openly and plainly here 
to-night, and I intend to do so. I have no 
doubt when I have finished that some of 
them will say 1 have spoken vaguely after 
all, although I shall have told you every, 
thing that is in the story. There are people 
who think, no matter how frankly one 
speaks on a question, something is hidden, 
and one has some dark design. Time and 
again I have been accused with respect to 
this question of pandering to Catholic inter­
ests. Time and again in another province I 
have been accused of entering into a league 
with the Roman Catholic hierarchy for the 
purpose of subverting the constitutional 
rights of a province of this Dominion ; and 
when our time came to speak in Parliament 
last session we stated the whole case, we 
brought all the documents down and still 
our opponents claimed that the House should 
censure us, and they have never to this hour 
been able to tell the reason why.

* MR. TARTE ANSWERED.

True, there was a suspicion in the great 
mind of Mr. Tarte that I had entered into 
a league with His Grace the Archbishop of 
St. Boniface, that I had promised His Grace 
that if a decision of the Judicial committee 
of the Privy council went against his 
people in Manitoba, I would manage, in 
some way, to subvert that decision, and ob­
tain remedial measures from our own Par­
liament. I denied that on the floor of Par­
liament ; but I did not satisfy Mr. Tarte. 
(Laughter.) Mr. Tarte went to the Liberal 
convention, repeated the story, and de­
clared he was able to prove it ; and before 
many weeks were over he had not only my 
solemn denial, made on the floor of Parlia­
ment, that any compact had been made 
with anybody on this subject, but he had 
the solemn assertion in writing of the ven­
erable Archbishop himself, declaring that, 
however untrue it might be, however much 
I might regard it as a calumny, as regards 
himself it was a disgraceful calumny of the 
grossest kind. I believe that the people of 
the Dominion of Canada to-day, apart 
from my own denial, will accept the word 
of that venerable and saintly man in 
preference to that of ten thousand Tartes. 
So much for the story that I had an intrigue 
by which the decision of the Judicial com­
mittee was to be subverted and put aside. 
But, then, the people of Ontario have been 
told by another great public man that I 
am resorting to some trick and device for 
the purpose of setting aside the decision of 
the Judicial committee of the Privy Coun­
cil I will tell you, ladies and gentlemen,

THE FACTS OF THE CASE

and you will find they lay in very small 
compass. The province of Manitoba has 
two statutes by which separate school edu­
cation in that province was abolished. The 
Roman Catholic minority took this ground. 
They said : While it is true that every 
province of Canada bas the right to make 
its own laws in regard to education, it can­
not take away a system of separate schools 
which existed before the province was 
created, and, therefore, those statutes are 
null and void. We said to them that that 
was a question which had to be decided by 
the courts, because it was a question of law, 
and it must eventually go to the courts for 
decision. It was sent to the courts—it 
taken to the courts, I am willing to admit 
and have admitted on the floor of Parlia­
ment. At thaï' time it was taken to the 
courts by the Government for the purpose 
of having that decision settled definitely by 
a judicial tribunal. At that time there was 
no statute by which that question could be 
tgied by any court to which we could sehd 
it, and, therefore, we had to say to His 
Grace and the gentlemen who were support­
ing him in his trouble that it was necessary 
that one of them should come forward and 
institute the suit in his own name so as to 
have the question decided, and we paid the 
expense of the litigation.

five with regard to the Governor-in-oouncil 
or the federal authorities.

RUT I DO BLAME MR, LAURIER
for this, that for the purpose of appealing to 
passions in this country, for the purpose of 
making it appear to one class of the people 
that he is in favor of interfering in behalf of 
the minority, and of making it appear to 
another class that he was never going to in­
terfere for the minority—that he, under 
the circumstances, supported the vote of 
censure in the House of Commons and de­
clared that we had been guided by 
cowardice, and he used the word with 
much repetition as children do at play when 
they get angry with one another. But al- 
though it was cowardice, he said, for us not 
to express an opinion until the decision was 
given, he had no opinion to express himself, 
except one, which was absolutely worthies 
as an opinion on the question at all. I do 
not blame him for declining to commit him­
self, but having undertaken the role of 
critic and declared that we should be 
sured, he was bound by duty to his party 
and to the public, to declare what his policy 
was and why it was we were liable to cen­
sure. Instead of doing this, when he came 
to face the question in convention, he re­
fused to say anything about it on the plat­
form on the plea that the case was before 
the courts. The only opinion he would ex­
press about it was that the Government 
were cowards—cowards, cowards all the 
time.»
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O* To««Iay last, the 12th instant, Sir 
Jehn Thompson was given an enthusiastic 
reception at Montreal, where addressing an 
audience of thousands he delivered the 
following speech, which ie here reproduced 
from the verbatim report fa the Montreal 
Gazette:

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen 
I should like very much to fulfil the prom­
ue made on mf behalf fa some of the 
newspapers that I would address you to- 
night in both languages. I am reminded of 
the criticism, and I am afraid I would fall 
subject to it, which one of my friends in 

. parliament once made about one of the 
°ur House of Commons, who 

had for his mother tongue the language I 
epeak, but who attempted to repeat the 
prayer of the Saviom in French. One of 
my colleagues asked one of the deputiea 
from tile province of Quebec—the gentleman 
to whom I refer—how our friend, the 
Speaker, got on with his French, and the 

that perhaps the Almighty 
understood, but for his part, he could not. 
(Laughter.) If I am to apeak to you to­
night fa reapqnse to this great demonstra­
tion, I must speak in the language 
whieh comes to the lips from the fullness of 
the heart, and for thM great welcome, too 
great, I am sure, for the convenience of the 
listeners, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. (Applause. ) I will do the best I 
can, however, to make myself heard by this 
great assembly, and all I shall ask you is 
that you will have, under the cironmetan 
oea, as much patience as you can in order 
that I may the better do my part this 
afternoon. (Applause. )

THE BEHRING SEA ARBITRATION.
Allusion was made in the address pre­

sented to me this evening, a very kind and 
flattering allusion, to the proceedings 
nected with the great arbitration which has 
just been terminated in Paris. That arbi­
tration does not necessarily belong to politi­
cs! discussions, and I am here to-night for 
discussions of that kind, but I have no 
choice in the matter, as regards the delicacy 
or taste of alluding to it, because the leader 
of the Opposition has undertaken to make 
some criticisms on that subject, to which, 
in self-defence and in common justice to 
you and to myself, I feel bound to reply. 
Strange to say that gentleman has made the 
statement that he la unable to see why I 
have advised my fellow countrymen to be 
satisfied with the result. He has declared 
that at every stage of the proceedings the 
counsel and the arbitrator representing 
Canada met with rebuff after rebuff, that 
their representations were ignored or de­
nied, and that we assumed the role of the 
one described fa Scripture, who being emit» 
ten on the one cheek, turned the other. 
There is this great apology to be made for 
the gentremsn who made this criticism, and 
it is bat charitable that I should make it 
for him before making my reply, that hie 
speech showed he knew absolutely nothing 
about the subject and bad not even read the 
award. (Applause and laughter.)

THE FACTS OF THE CASE.

as

-■
HIS LIPS WERE NOT SEALED.

It is a remarkable circumstance that on 
the day of that convention, when he thus 
spoke and was so eager to run for shelter to 
the litigation, the litigation had not begun. 
The case had not been sent to the courts, 
and, therefore, hie lips were not sealed and 
he might have told the convention all his 
heart about it. He restrained himself, 
however, on the ground that the Govern­
ment had decided to send the case to the 
courte. Well, so they had when the session 
was on, and yet he supported a vote of 
censure upon ua for not having then said or 
done something which he did not do him­
self and did not propose to do. Now, the 
only utterance which the leader of the Op­
position has given aa to what his policy 
would be upon this question is simply this. 
He aays that it has been alleged by His 
Grace the Archbishop and the Catholic 
minority that the public schools are really 
Protestant schools, and if so he says—and, 
of course, everybody agrees with the senti- 

t—that it would be an" outrage that 
Catholic children ehonld be obliged to at­
tend them and that Catholic parents should 
be taxed for their support. He promised 
to inquire Into that and give redress. Well, 
fa the first place, he would require to know 
whether he had the power to give redress 
or not, and if he put his fingers on any 
school, Protestant or Catholic, as a member 
of the Federal Government, and then found 
he had not the power to do so, he would not 
only be ordered by the courts of the country 
to take his fingers off, bat he would find 
that he had meddled to the great disad­
vantage of the educational interests of the 
province, as well as of its legislative rights. 
In the first place, no matter how great an 
outrage may be alleged to exist with regard 
to education fa that or any other provinoe, 
before the Federal Government should be 
asked to interfere, it should be made pretty 
clear by the highest authority that they 
have the power and the conséquent duty to 
interfere.

WE THEREFORE MEET MR. LAURIER 
by saying, even if these were such schools 
as you describe, you would have no right to 
touch them without having the 
the consequent duty to interfere 
by the highest authority fa the country. 
But Mr. Laurier’e statement that he would 
interfere if he found these to be Protestant 
schools, is a proposition open at both ends 
and which anyone can see through. What 
ira Protestant school makes all the differ­
ence in the world according to the light of 
him, who looks at it. His Grace is of the 
opinion that these are rieoeesarilÿProtestant 
schools, although public schools, because 
they simply go forward in continuation of 
the Protestant separate school system, 
which was in vogue «in the provinoe before 
the objectionable acte were passed ; and in 
the mind of another who would inquire as 
to whether Protestant instruction was given 
in these schools or not, the greatest differ­
ence might prevail. It is a difference which 
theologians would struggle pretty hard over, 
and which politicians never would settle till 
the end of time. (Laughter ) So, no one 
need be deluded by Mr. Laurier pointing 
them to a Will o’ the Wisp like that. It is 
not a question what are the schools to do. 
We have no power to interfere in a pro­
vince from time to time, as the schools be­
come oppressive, are conducted on unjust 
principles, and interfere with the religious 
principles of the parents and children. We 
have no power to interfere, from time to 
time, to regulate matters of that kind. Once 
for all we have to decide, if the public, 
function ia imposed upon ua by the courts, 
not what the aohoole are, but what the citi­
zens of the province make them : and, 
therefore, if the statutes of Manitoba do 
not make the schools of that province Pro­
testant schools, and do not justify the pub­
lic schools of that provinoe bring made Pro­
testant schools, the Federal Government 
would have no power to interfere if any 
contravention of the law there was made to 
the oppression of the minority.

THE REMEDY IS WITHIN THE PROVINCE 
itself, before the tribunals of the country 
for a grievance like that. The utmost that 
can be or is said in the appeal that is made 
to-day ia that the two statutes objected to 
are oppreeeive to the minority in the estab­
lishment of schools of that character. The 
law has justified their establishment to the 
injury of the minority, and, therefore, 
remedy ought to be given, not against the 
schools as they exist now, or may exist six 
months or a year hence, but against the 
aohoola as they are constituted or may be 
constituted by virtue of those two statutes, 
and those two statutes alone. With regard 
to what has been said in the other province, 
about this being «imply an attempt to get 
round the decision of the judicial committee 
of the Privy Council by bad faith, that is 
altogether an injurious and erroneous state­
ment. The redress which may be claimed 
by His Grace and the minority is a redress 
which may be far short of the nullification 
of the Manitoba statutes, and he who 
assumes that the courts are going to decide 
that we can and intend to nullify those acts, 
acts, upon an assumption altogether errone­
ous, and the only objeot can be to excite 
prejudice for the purpose of making it appear 
that there is some intrigue on our part. 
Everything which has passed the lips of * 
minister to a prelate or anybody else is in­
voked ; but I can say that every man who 
has had the least communication with us on 
the subject is ad free to publish it to-day on 
the walls of every town in Canada as he is 
to publish his opinions on any other subject. 
Let me finally say that

THE CASE IS INSCRIBED FOR ARGUMENT

I
A TRIBUTE TO HIS PREDECESSORS 

Allusion has been made in this address to 
the fact that it ia my privilege to appear 
before you for the first time fa~my capacity 
aa leader of the Canadian Government. I 
am exceedingly pleased that each being the 
case I should have so many citizens of M 
treat to meet me here to-night. But I feel 
it to be my first duty to Canada in appear­
ing before you, and above all, my first duty 
to the people of this great city, to expre-s 
my heartfelt regret at the great calamity 
which has resulted fa my being called to 
this high office—the calamity I mean by 
which this great country, after its bereave­
ment by the death of the great Conservative 
chieftain, Sir John Macdonald, lost the 
services of so true a patriot, so wise a states­
man, as Sir John J. C. Abbott. (Applause.) 
It was my privilege to serve under Sir John 
Abbott, and I was proud to serve under a 
man so disinterested, so devoted to the 
interests of this country—than whom a 
more capable statesman it would be impos­
sible to find upon this continent, and diffi­
cult indeed to find anywhere else. • (Ap­
plause.) The duty of the hour has called 
me to the great trust which devolves upon 
the First Minister in this Dominion, and I 
take that trust in hand with all deference, 
bearing in mind the great men of both 
political parties who have preceded me in 
that high office. Great duties and 
great burdens have fallen upon the 
Prime Ministers of Canada in the past who 
have been, according to the light that was 
given them, and it was great indeed, true 
servants of their oouhtry, and patriotic 
men. I venture to express the hope, aa the 
highest ambition I can have, that I should 
be worthy, at least fa effort, at least in dis­
interestedness, and at least in earnestness 
and zeal and purpose, of these great men.

BUT IT IS MY DUTY
to fulfill what I know is your expectation of 
me to-night, and that is that I should dis­
cuss to some extent, aa weti as the limita of 
this vast audience will allow, the political 
principles upon which the Cabinet intends 
to proceed; for there can be nothing better 
for the political interests of the country 
than that in all the centres of population in 
which an audience can be gathered, the 
ministers who serve them, or the Opposition 
who oppose those ministers should be heard 
to disease these questions from time to time.
. A CONVENTION NOT NEEDED.

THE PREMIER’SNEITHER REASON NOR ARGUMENT
Now, ladies and d 
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facturera and foreign tn 
able to overpower th< 
country and hold them i

WE" WERE PLEDGED 1

before the Opposition t 
cry. But aa regards sts 
that description, it is 01 
to stand in harness, to a 
ia our duty to move ton 
the principles which an 
they were assailed in 18 

d in 1891, and will Le 
time the electoral battle 
held. (Loud cheers.) 
aided by all sorts of alii 
-cries. The cry of &r 
ithrough this country as 
sible by the wretched, 
miserable creatures wl 
have dropped that cry. 
their little "tu-penny 
Toronto, and some of tb 
other half of the contint 
have such a profound af 
they will find the pe< 
contempt for renegade I 
(Loud cheers )

THE VALUE OF BRIT

Others are preaching 
in the United States 
countrymen at home the 
they think to veil am 
trine of the independent 
your memories back for 
and you will find when I 
the rights of five milita 
sixty millions, it was 
annexation and indepei 
had her rights assured 
the face of the nations 
It was becausejGreat Bri 
humble fisherman eailin 
-or Pacific around whose 
of England does not givi 
It was because not onl] 
take up our case, but s 
council of the nation! 
Canadian minister, havi 
its deliberations; it wai 
of England said, when

to assist them ; but they have noué the leas 
the warm determination to get themselves 
into office and to put ue out. That deter­
mination makes up for the want of all the 
other necessary details But I think that 
when they returned to their homes, when 
they reflected on the greatness of Canada, 
as it had been well preached to them by Sir 
Oliver Mowat, and when they reflected on 
the condition of things in other countries, 
these gentlemen came to a state of mind 
which must have recalled to Mr. Laurier’e 
memory the anecdote he related at the very 

meeting he held to propagate the 
gospel of the convention. He then told a 
story about two young men who had been 
drinking a little too much of something a 
little stronger than water, and who, under 
the resolution and with the courage of the 
stimulant had robbed the pariah prieet’a 
garden of what they supposed, in the ex­
citement of the evening, to be very fine 
melons. They had, however, a suspicion— 
a alight suspicion—all along that the melons 
were rather tasteless ; and going over the 
field next morning, and looking at the rinds 
strewn on the ground, they found that 
although they had been luxuriating freely 
on the priest’s preserves, they had been eat­
ing pumpkins and not melons. Mr. Laurier, 
fa describing the condition and the reflec­
tions of these individuals, was portraying in 
the best colors he could the condition of 
those delegates who had come to the Liberal 
convention, and who after feasting as they 
supposed on Mr. Laurier’e watermelons for 
three days, found on reflection when they 
got home that they had been instead cheat­
ed with pumpkins. (Laughter. )

answer was
; '
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first
I think a pretty plain isaue is drawn be­

tween ua, and that issue is that the feature 
of protection shall remain in the tariff so 
long aa we can keep it there. Then we do 
not propose to agree to the Opposition pro­
gramme of adopting a tariff for revenue 
only. They tried that for five 
years in this country, a tariff for 
revenue only, and many of you, doubtless, 
remember that those were sad years for 
Canada. One thing ia quite clear, that the 
tariff for revenue did not raise the 
(laughter), and that, on an average, the then 
Government had an annual deficit of two 
millions of dollars. Another thing ia quite 
certain, that the tariff for revenue did not 
take down the public debt, because they in­
creased the public debt at the rate of $8,- 
000,000 per annum, while in all the period 
of the Liberal-Conservative Government 
since, extending over fifteen years, the in­
crease of the national debt has been only 
about $6,250,000, and out of that we have 
constructed the finest publie works that any 
country with our population possesses. Out 

what the farmers will see. of that Bum the Canadian Pacific railway
Now, these people are going about the has been constructed, receiving something 

country declaring that the farmers are a like $60,000,000 as subsidies, othef railways 
most depressed and dawn-trodden . class, have been constructed in every direction, 
who would have better prioes for their vege- the canals have been deepened and extend- 
tablee and who would get, better prices for ed, the Government railways in the Lower 
their farms if it were not for this Conserve- Provinces have been carried forward and 
tive Government. They are going about every kind of public work has been given to 
preaching that all the farmers have to do Is this country to make a complete equipment 
to combine to put the Conservative Govern- for a growing and rapidly developing nation, 
ment out and destroy every vestige of pro- We do not Intend to go back to their policy 
tection in the tariff and then everybody of tariff for revenue only, because we know 
will be happy and rich. But every intelli- that while it did not raise revenue, and 
gent and thinking farmer will find ont, be- while it increased the publia debt for the 
fore be comes to oast his vote, that all this few public works they were obliged to con- 
is idle wind and chaff. He will see that in struct, the people were leaving this country 
free trade England, where there is not a in greater numbers than ever since and were 
vestige of protection in the tariff, the agri- fa a more hopeless condition than I trust 
cultnral interest is so depressed, that if yon we shall ever see Canadian workingmen oc- 
epeak to a thoughtful, well-informed Eng- oupy again. (Cheers. ) 
lishman about the condition of the farming

no man can tell how they are to get along ^ iT- everything
even through the near future. Then, if the hoPed for- ** *“• at leaet “orea“d the com- 

„ni „„„„ merce of the country by something like
Stotc. » 828.000,000 annually against a falling off ofStates as delegates from Leeds lately did, $20.000,000 annually under a tariff for reve- 
he will find there even a greater depression ; „ „ _ i ‘ xxr “u „ ain the price, of product. 2nd of lands. The had °f fcl,0“:

txszritiSVLtfz ï&sïssi“dwé donrFft
tore* it is not that burdens are laid upon «dthe condition of .our workingpeope re- 
him for the purpose of supplying working-
men with bread fa the mfau and factor!» 7*"1® ta th<>. Sta*«'

“Ta ?,'£ “a»*-
and the change is an absolute one in the teU J°u » -.that if we had car opponent.’ 
United State, and this country aa regarda continental free trade, if we had their sye- 
agricnltnre. How could anyone aupporo tem C” reXenne !f WB tad their com- 
that farm land in the old provinoes^nd ™>roi.l union and their unrestricted recip- 
s ta tea would remain at what it was worth ?ou a”d 1 Jould ”otJive *?
ten, fifteen or twenty year, ago, when <*2-whim Canada would be out of the 
thousands of square miles of virgin roil had vood* We know there were times of de- 
been opened up by the two governments of pre“,on'n the United States m years gone 
the United State. 2nd Canadi and given to £“*• Peri>al* al™>‘“ “ bo8e which
the settler free and ready for tillage ? When bave ™°ently visited that country, and we 
we see that in North America 500,000 acres know l,hat i?»tantly almost their evil effect, 
of land every year have been added to the ”e.re felt. ,n Ca”ada’ and - °°gaa,‘er1tke7 
area of cultivated agricultural soil, how can had pï*“d away «he United States their 
it be supposed th?t the condition of the evil effect, remained with ua You can look 
farmer «regarda the prices of hi. products, abr°?d over Canada to-day and you will not 
and the value even of hie farm, would re- ™e there evil effects yet. Providence may 
main as it was in years gone by *P«e u. a share of the trials which the

° J great Republic has gone through with re­
spect to these matters, but, at all events, 
we have the satisfaction of knowing that 
our country ia better built up u regards its 
commercial and industrial enterprises, is 
more independent, more self-reliant, more 
able to go along in times of commercial dis­
tress in the United States than it ever was 
before, and is
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I will explain to you briefly what the con­
tentions before that great tribunal were. In 
the first place, the United States claimed 
practically the right to close Behring Sea 
against the world. Their contention would 
have closed that great sea, u regards the 
seal fisheries therein, to the commerce, not 
only of Canada, but of the entire world out­
side the United States. That claim w« 
founded upon pretensions which had been 
made by Russia over 170 years ago, and 
which had been, more or less, in contro­
versy ever since. And one of the most im­
portant problems presented for the decision 
of that tribunal was whether the preten­
sions of Russia, to which the United States 
had succeeded, were well founded in inter- 
national law or not ; and, apart from that. 
Set me toll you, ladies and gentlemen, that 
the contentions of the United States were 
-that no nation, no seaman of any other coun­
try, had the right to pnrene the seals in any 
part of the Pacific ocean, even outside 
Behring Sea. That pretension, 

ndustry of pelagic sealing 
earned, would have closed three thousand 
square miles of the Pacific ocean against 
the British flag, which our vessels bear.

0

Ladies and gentlemen, I come before yon 
to state the policy of the Liberal-Conserva­
tive Government of to-day without the 
sanction of a convention of the party. Let 
me tell yon why. We do not need a con­
vention, because we stand on the old prin­
ciples upon which the Liberal-Conservative 
party has been carried on in the pest, and 
»y which we think Canada has been made 
the great country she is to-day. Yon know 
that oar oppqnent» held a great convention 
in the city of Ottawa a little more than two 
months ago. Fifteen hundred men marched 
from the aea, as one of their speakers ex­
pressed it (laughter), marched from the sea 
upon Ottawa. They saw the buildings, 
they saw the offices, and they were unani­
mous m coming to one general resolution 
to put ue 
ter.) There were 
tors about which they*agreed ; there were 
many other matters; and very important 
matters, on which they disagreed and 
which they, therefore, decided wisely to let 
alone ; but there was no dissenting 
« to the proposal that we should be put 
out and that they should be pnt in. One of 
them was shrewd enough to propose that 
now they had come go far and assembled in 
such numbers and the prospect was so good, 
they had better choose their seats in the 
House of Commons at onoe, and there was 
great applause, laughter and cheers. But a 
wiser man still came in with a suggestion, 
which chilled every heart in that great 
assembly, and that was the proposal - that 
they had better wait until they got elected. 
(Laughter.) They had great need of a 
convention because they were a party about 
to change their platform. They had done 
it very often before. We had seen them 
going to the country with even greater con­
fidence than they expressed in Ottawa in, 
convention, on other platforms altogether. 
They had declared for continental free 
trade. They then had a platform of com­
mercial onion, and only nine or ten months 
ago their leader declared that on unrestrict­
ed reciprocity they would live or die Other 
things they might have changed their 
minds about; other things they might have 
been mistaken about, but certain and 
dead sure were they on the question of 
unrestricted reciprocity, 
cheers. ) They fulfilled tl 
there is nothing a man ia ao apt to be mis­
taken abont « the thing of which he is 
dead sure ; and before the year went round, 
and under wiser counsels, they framed a 
platform, in whioh you do not 
unrestricted reciprocity. They have come 
to the conclusion to which their leader, u 
he said himself, has arrived, that that 
policy should be quietly 

needed a convention,
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RESULTS OF CONSERVATIVE RULE.

THE DECISION WAS AGAINST THE MINORITY

in Manitoba. The decision was that those 
two statutes did not take away any rights 
from the minority which existed at the time 
that Provinoe was created. So muoh for 
that decision. It ia final, and no man in 
the Government or out of it can, or should, 
attempt to assail it 
means, even if each 
power. But the minority supporting His 
Grace said : Now that these «ta have been 
declared by the highest legal authorities to 
be valid and constitutional, we appeal to the 
Governor-in-Council to give aa remedial 
legislation, to give ua redress against such 
parts of those acts u deprive us of the 
rights to educate our own children and to 
tax ourselves for the support of educational 
institutions for our children. Under a 
clause of the constitution whioh says with 
respect to educational enactments taking 
away the right of the minority, a right 
which the minority got after the union, 
while the «t would be oonatitntional and 
valid, the minority would have the right to 
go to the Governor-in-Council for relief. 
What was the position under these circum­
stances ! The Provinoe of Manitoba ia cre­
ated under the statute in which that appeal 
ia not expressly given. In the British North 
America Act it ia expressly given to every 
other Province in Canada, but His Grace, 
on behalf of the minority, said : Although 
it ie not expressly by that act, we, u a Pro­
vince, « part of the population in a Pro­
vince of a Confederation, are entitled to the 
benefit of that relief under the British North 
America Act. The Provincial Government 
denied that position, and said that with re 
epect to that subject the British North 
America Act did not apply, 
various minor features of the question which 
1 need not trouble you with,

THESE ARE THE LEADING POINTS:

an
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: or subvert it by any 
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out of office. (Laugh- 
some other mat-

so far as 
was con-the i

CANADA’S VICTORY.

What was the decision of the arbitrators 
on that enormous question ? Is it true that 
the contentions of Canada were found « 
uns. and that the arbitrators unanimously 
deoiled against them, and gave our counsel 
and arbitrators the rebuff which, according 
to Mr. Laurier, invited ns to torn the other 
cheek ? The absolute contrary is the case, 
and by the almost unanimous decision of 
that tribunal the contentions which. Canada 
had for five years been putting forward 
were sustained as well founded in interna­
tional law. (Enthusiastic applause.)
' Why, while those contentions had been 
undecided, no less than seventeen vessels 
manned by Canadian fishermen had been ar­
rested on the high seas, their seamen had 
been sent to prison, the vessels themselves 
confiscated, and some of them are lying rot­
ting upon the P«ific Co«t to-day; and the 
flag of Great Britain was powerless to pro­
test oar people who were engaged in the 
industry of hunting the seal. But we have 
now, however, the great satisfaction of know­
ing that by the decision of that tribunal our 
flag is placed onoe more upon the 
som, and no powers in the world can arrest 
the Canadian fisherman engaged in his law­
ful calling and pursuit. (Renewed ap­
plause.) It became the duty of the arbitra­
tors, after having settled the question of 
right, to determine what regulations were 
necessary to protect the seal races from ex­
termination, and the regulations decided 
upon in pursuance of that duty were, in my 
humble judgment, more severe and less 
adapted to their purposes than might have 
been devised ; but they were not all of the 
character which Mr. Laurier has uoribed to 
them, and so far from being ao much dissat­
isfied with them, aa Mr. Laurier 
think we ehonld be, I say, with regard to 
the whole decision, although not with re­
gard to that part of it, we have good reason 
to be satisfied that the arbitration decided 
the principles in controversy upon sound 
rules of international law, and the regula­
tions which they applied will, when we 
oome to work under them, be found by both 
countries capable of improvement. (Hear, 
hear and applause. ) I am satisfied with the 
result, even « regards the regulations, be­
cause we have done so much better than 
might have been feared, but am noteo satisfied 
as to say we ought not to put forth an effort 
to improve them. (Hear, hear.)

THERE IS NO DISCRIMINATION.
It has been represented, furthermore, that

opinion
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A CURIOUS OBJECT LESSON,

which was referred to in the address pre­
sented to me to-night, was given to public 
view by the state of affaire m the neighbor­
ing country. Those gentlemen had marched 
east and west to Ottawa for the purpose of 
making public all the evils from which 
Canada wu suffering, and for the purpose 
of laying them to the charge of the tariff, 
the National policy, and the Liberal-Con­
servative Government. They were prepared 
to show that all Canada needed was the 
great market whioh the United States wu 
said to present to ns. They were prepared 
to show how muoh superior and better the 
people of the United States were than the 
people of Canada, when suddenly a cyclone 
struck the United States, which in all 
probability caused the platform of that con­
vention to be made of very different 
material from what wu expected Yon 
know, without my going into the matter at 
great length, what the condition of affaire 
wu for a time in that great country lying 
alongside of us, a country to which it hu 
been said our people had been obliged to 
flee. They were obliged to fly from this 
country u a country suffering from a policy 
whioh Sir Richard Cartwright described to 
be worse than war, pestilence and famine 
pnt together, to this great paradise to the 
«nth of us ; bat at the time that conven­
tion assembled our Canadian farmers were 
struggling along, under adverse circum­
stances it is true, but under better circum­
stances than existed for the same class in 
Great Britain, in France, in Germany, in 
the United States, in fact in any other 
country in the world, for other olaseee were 
completely paralysed by the disaster 
which fell on business circles there. 
While onr industries were going 
on in Canada and onr workingmen had a 
fair chance'of employment, « fair a chance 
M ever before, the idle and breadies» 
workingmen of the United States were 
being fed in the streets and in the public 
parks of the great cities of that country. 
While one bank for 250,000 failed in the 
United States, Canada lost only one bank

OUR HOPEFUL OUTLOOK.
But there ue conditions and signs in this 

country more hopeful for the farmer than 
pel haps in the United States. Those con­
ditions arise from hie adaptation to a new 
system of agriculture, and that change hu 
made itself widely observed in the Eastern 
States of America, when the growing of
products to which the farm wu originally ___
devoted then, hu been abandoned and better able to face the storm, 
transferred to the West and other and more if the storm should come. (Loud obeere). I 
profitable systems carried 6n in its stead, want to uk your attention ladies and gentle- 
We have in this country, too, more hope for men, once again, and but for a moment or 
the farmer from the fact that the virgin two, to the position whioh the Opposition 
soil of the United States is practically all has taken on this question of the tariff, 
occupied and under cultivation to-day. No While, « I have said, they have ohuged to 
more will great regions of fertile and vir- the Governmen • ■ d charged to the tariff
gin nil be at the disposal of the Govern- everything which >« disadvantageous to this 
ment of that country ; and in this country, every rhirg whioh can be oom- 
oountry we shall have the develop- plained of, they have failed to point out 
ment of the Northwest, increasing how, from any reasonable consideration of 
the farmer’s muket and increasing the op- the subject, the condition is dne to the 
portnnities he hu of making his property polioy of the Government, and how any 
valuable, not only u regards agricultural other policy than the one we have pursued 
products, hut u regards the value of the would not have been attended with an in­
land itself, if he pate it fa the market for crease instead of a decrease of evils. But, 
sale. Bat who is there that doea net know ladies and gentlemen, read their speeches 
that the policy of the Liberal-Conservative end uk yeurselvee and your neighbors, 
Government, u regards the principles upon when you have read them, what it is they 
whioh the tariff is based, is not, u is claim- propose to do with respect to the tariff 
ed by the Opposition press, for the benefit with reepeot to the trade policy gener- 
of one clue or intended ■ for the purpose of fNy eure those evils. What measure is 
taxing one class for the benefit of another, jt they propose to take? Why, their answer 
Everybody knows, who will give the subject «■ contained in a few words. When they 
any thought, that every industry in this challenged to tell us what kind of tariff 
country whioh employs workingmen, which they will make, how they propose to largely 
distributes wages among the working reduce the expenditure of the country and 
classes, is just u distinctly and directly for »tW provide the necessary means for its 
the benefit of the farmers u for the working government, they tell ue this: Let ua «- 
classes themselves. sumo office and we will show yon what we

will do after we get in. (Laughter.) That 
is their whole story and their whole policy. 

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL QUESTION.
Now let me pass from the question of the 

tariff, interesting u it is, for I cannot alt
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the greatest Empire of 
it would never have h 
maintenance simply de 
voice of Canada pit! 
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We said .to His Grace, under these cir­
cumstances it is a difficult and doubtful 
question of law, and we must again uk the 
courts to decide the new question whioh 
hu been raised by that appeal. If w» had 
been disposed and had undertaken to pass 
remedial orders in compliance with His 
Grace’s appeal, and it turned ont that 
we had no power to pass such orders and 
that Hie Grace had no right to insert snob 
an appeal, they would have been absolutely 
worthless. Then we would have been 
honpded out of office for having undertaken 
to interfere without the authority of the law, 
with the righto of a provinoe, 
pose of cultivating the vote of the

(Laughter and 
the old saying, that

the name

dropped. But 
and they have 

one, with suoh results « I have
for the pur-

minority in that province. His Grace and 
those for whom he «ted, were wise enough 

circumstances, the 
only safe way to proceed wu to get an 
authoritative decision on the question, 
whether an appeal under those circumstan­
ces would lie against thou two statutes. 
And that is the question whioh is now be­
fore the courte. While it is before the 
courte I do not and cannot blame any man 
for declining, as did the leader of the Oppo­
sition in convention the other day, to ex­
près» an opinion u to what he would do if 
the decision were one way or another, be­
cause no man can tell, until that decision is 
pronounced, what rights it will establish or 
deny with regard to the minority and what 
rights or powers it will establish or nega-

they
hadsums to
described.

STAND BY THE OLD PRINCIPLES.
We come before you to-night to deelar 

that we stand by the principles on which 
the Conservative party hu stood before 
the people for the fast fifteen years. 
(Loud cheers.) You know that the policy 
was adopted at a time of great trial and 
great necessity in this country. It wu 
adopted with hopes, with expectations, 
some of which, I admit, hive been unful­
filled ; but, on the whole, it hu done « 
well for Canada, that even our opponents 
to-day began the deliberations of their 
convention by an eloquent description of 
how great Canada has become, and how 
great is the duty of any political party to

to eu that, under thou -0
.
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and will probably be argued before the 
Supreme court of Canada next month. The 
position of thé leader of the Opposition is 
taken on the assumption that this is to be » 
very simple decision and Mr. Dalton Me* 
Oarthy hu told his people in the West that 
the only question is—Have we power to m-

WB HAVE A 1

hut we have it every 
the people, there! 
tempting to deuive 
of independence are 
every interest in tt

p THE QUESTION OF TARIFF REVISION.
Now, gentlemen, I have told yon that we 

have admitted at the outset that the tariff 
requires changes, and that investigations 
are going forward towards that end. The
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