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Secretary of State for the Colonies, ex-

pressed an opinion in his evidence before
a select committee of the Iouse of Coin-
mons that it could not be sUpposed thiat
the sentiment of loyalty was very,strong
in Canada. If our material interests are
not benefited by the connection we con-
fess that we have not niuch faith in the
sentiment of loyalty, and ve, therefore,
subscribe to the following remarks in
"Current.Events ": "Sentmrenit nay do
nueh, but the loyalty of Canadians rests

in, a deep-seated conviction that their
msaterial progress and all that makes for
their advancement as a nation are bound
up in British connection." We cannot
concur in the opinion that " these would
"receive an incalculable impetus from a
I closer relationship with England." On
the contrary, our conviction is that, if the
day should unhappily arrive whilen Canada
shall be required, as a condition of main-
taininghber connection with the Empire, to
assume a share of the imperial burthens
which are enormously large, owing to lier
being one of the great European powers,
the separation from Great B3ritain and an-
nexation te the United States will be in-
evitable. .The writer of I Current Events,"
i his desire to establish the futility of one
of Lord Blacliford's objections, vhich was
that the colonies miglt have eventually
the greater share in the governnent of the
British Confederacy argues that nînderany
syston that would be adoptedn, Egland
"would continue to possess, of riglit and

of necessity, a largely preponderating
"influence in the council of, the Federated
"Empire." That, most assuredly, would
be the case during many generations, but
Lord Blaciford was looking to a distant
future, and was, moreover, specuilating on
what wvould have been the result hasd the
old American colonies i-emained i connec-
tien witli the Empire, and had such a fed-
erative systen beei establisied. We are
not inclinsed to mnako forecasts of the ful-
turc, and it is even more uspiproiitable to
speculate on what might have!been the
consequences had the systemns of govern-
muent applied in modern times to the self.
governing colonies been granted to the
old American colonies. Se fa, as it is possi-
ble te forima judgment from, probabilities,
the sepa-ation of the old colonies wvas the
consequence of the conquest of Cana-
da and the expulsion of tie French from
N~orth Ameica. Se long as the old colo-
nists had a warlike and aggressive nation
in their immediate vicinity, thoy wrould,
froin motives e of.elf-int'erest, have pre-
'served theireconnection 'with a powerful
European:State,.and even afterAtie con-
quest, bad the sime powers of self-govein-
ment been conceded that-Nve enjoy, and

the saine abiegation of' taxation for imspe-
rial purposes been observed, tle sentiment
of loyalty viicli really existed in the old
colonsies just as strongly wlen G eorge 11.
ascended the throne, as it does in Canada
under Quseenu Victoria, would, have led, at
all events, to a very long continuance of
the connection. Tie attempt to tax for
impeiial purposes.extinsguisled the senlti-
mont of loyalty in the old colonies, and
our firin conviction is tiat Imperial con-
federation, under any plan that can be de-
vised, would lead to a similar result. We
nloticed witi regret that the Premier in
bis late speech in Montieal gave somne
counutenance te this federation sclhein.
We have divelton tbis subject bocause the
question is one that bears,.iii no smsall de'
grec, on the taxation of the people, and
becauseit is mucli the msost interesting
portion of the leading article in the C-
nadiai Monuhly. Messrs. Cauchon, Lau-
riesr, the propaganda at Romle, and 'the

political picnsies, the public iave probably
had enough of, but ve have sonetlinsg to
say on the reference to the fiscal policy of
the Dominion by the n:riter of " Current
Evensts." iÝe conless that we aire whsolly
unable to compreheid the vicws of those
ivhîo isold that lhappily this is not a party
question." We should be very giad in
deed to be informed what "party ques
tion " is of'nsore importance, if-the views
of those iriso make such declarations are
correet. ''ie words that îe have quoted
are preceded by the folloiing: " What
" Mr. Caï·twrigit's policy is we kn55ow iiti-
"out having the slightest suspicion of

his next budget ihat nationalists be-
lieve to be the true Cansadiai policy,
whlietier they call thmselves r.eforners,

" conservatives or indopendents we also
I know, and the oissue is between thon."
If the auitor of these roina-ks fully cois-
prelended the systen of governmient
under whici ie is living, lie wvould knovw

that theI " Nationalists "' have niot the

Most remsote chance o changing the fiscal
policy;of the Dominion except through
tise instruenostality of pa'ty. It is lardly
possible te estimisate the streingtiof public
opinion in favor eitier of protection or
frce trade so long as those, questions are
treated as not belonging. to party. But
strange to say, the cry of tise Nationalists,
as tiseycaul tieumselves, bas bean that
there is no party question in Canada, and
tiast consequent thereon both of lier

political parties iave been merely graspers
ftr office. If we are not mistaken, mor-
over, the Nationalists or Canada First
partyiviichiis strong insfavor of-rotec-
tion, used all the influence it could coin-
mand to place a'Free Trade governnent in
po'ver .We are told. in one sentence that

"Provincial decrepitude anit deeay can.
bh the only issue" 'o thie absence -o
manussfactusres, and that the poople at the
polls should insist on the reversal of the
presenit policy, while elseivhere we are
assured that ! liappily this is tnoa party
question," and thereforse we are to go " to
decrepitude -and decay" Iwhile ire a-e
figiting over the really party questions
wh'iich nevertiieless the writer of" Currenst
Events " lias not indicated. What can
these paity questions b? Mr. Blake, in
his Teeswîater' speech, took credit for cer-
tain measusres which lhad beenu carried by
the goveirsnent, but ie did not indicato
any important measures te b brougit
forward. Mr. Laurier ic het'before his
constituents held out 'prospects et' reci.
procity wrhich is rieally not a party question
because there is no differenco of opinion
eos the subject il Cansada, and because it
deponds on the action of a foreign poier.
To us it seens 'inevitable that 'the next
Cansadiai political contest mut turn eus tie
fiscal policy te -be adopted, and if the
consequeince siouild b a disruption of
the piesent' political parties, it wîould
probably.be a fortunate circumstance, is'
asnuch as it would tenl to eliminate
froin our politics the violent persenal
bitterness which lias been the most
narked feature öf the recenît political
pienîies. "Our Future " is the text ot
a short article in the Caiadiant
Nonitihly, the object of whichs is to advo-
cate isdependence, onse of the visionary
schseines of those irio are bent on change,
butoiwio have nea'y all abandonsed it in
favor either of ainexation or Imsnperial
confederation. The iriter of 4Oui Fu
tirc," -whose sieni de plunc is "Argus'
is a Nova Scotiani, iwio, t'eftcster n years
abssece,-tr'avels ,throughs Canada 'partly
" te ondeavor' to gain a thiorough knowr-
ledge of the social ansd political condition
of the people,"and whos in the course'of
lis peregrii atiens fsnds liimself in the
Mountain Park of; our own city o 'Mont-
real, on' a beautifuîl day in Auîgust, idly
smok ing a cigar in the cool shade' of' the
trecs. While tIes-e, eli falls iii' iwith a
young ian of- about 25 years of age with
whsn le contracts a casual acqnsaintance,
and whoi lie 'îasks te give him " bis ideas
of the present state.o' things,-and'what
lie though of the political future." It
may be questionable how 'far it was worth
wiile to communicate to the public- the
opinions of a young dreamer', but, after
all,'the object ef the Revi e'is t ôfurnisi
amusement to its readers as well as'ýsolid
infermation, assd ire coesfes that ire 'ware
not a little amused with the speculations
of tsis great unknown, and moreespeci-
ally writh one.passage. His great object.ll .i . .le, .a 1 .i


