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Secrotary of State for .the Colonices, -ex-
pressed an opinion in his evidence before
a seleet committee of the House -of Com-
mons that it could not be supposed that
the sentiment of loyalty was very.strong
in Canada. Ifour material interests. are
' not benefited by the -connection we con-
fess that we have not-much faith in the
sentiment of loyalty, and we, therefore,
subscribe to the following. remarks in
“Current Bvents ¢ “Sentiment may: do
much, but the loyalty of Canadians rests
in a deep-scated -conviction that - their
material progress and all that makes for
their advancement -as & nation -are bound
up in British connection.” 'We cannot
. coneur in the opinicn that “these would
“peceive an incalculable impetus from s
# closor relationship with England.”” On
the contrary, our conviction is that, if the
- dny should unhappily arrive when C:mmda
. shall be required, as'a condition of main-
taining her connection with the Empire, to
assume a share of the imperial burthens
which are enormously large, owing to her
being one of the great European powers,
the separation from Great Britain :and an:
nexation to the United States will be in-
evitable, The writer of # Current Events,”
in his desire to establish the futility of one
" of Lord Blachford’s obJoctlons, which: was

“that the. colonies, might have eventually’

the greater share in the government of the
:-British Confederacy, argues that; underany

systom' that would be adopted, England’

_ “would continue to .possess, of right and
- % of nccessity, a largely preponderating

“ influenco in the council of: the Federated

4 Empire.” That, most assuredly, would
~be the case during many gencrations, but
Lord Blachford was looking to-a - distant
future; and was, moreover, speculating on
what would - have been thé result had the
old American colonies remained in connec-
~tion with the Empire, and had such a fed-
erative systcm beon established.” We are
not inclined to make forecasts of the fu-
© ture, and it is ‘even ' more. nnprofitable to
- speculate on what:might have!been: the
:.consequences had the systems of - govern-
ment’ apphed in'modern. times to. the self;
. governing: colonies : been - granted "to the
~old American colonics.: Sofaras it is ‘possi-
.1 ble'to form a jndgment from; probabilities,
“the separation of the old colonies was the

““eonsequence - of the - conquest . of - Cana- -

."-daandthe expulsion of the French from
* North-Ameriep..’So long as:the old colo:
-~ nists had o warlike and. aggressive nation
~in their immediate- vicinity,  they would,
“from i motives; of Selfinterest, ‘have:pre-
'served’ their:.connection ‘withi o powerful
~"European -State;:and:evén . after the ‘con-
“quest; had the sime powers of self-govern:

ment been conceded that. we: en.)oy, a“d‘

- nadian Monthly. Messrs.
“rier, the propaganda at Rome, and -the
. political pienies, the public have probably
~had enough of,but we have something to
- say-on the reference: to the fiseal:policy of

- Bvents.,”

;correct.
-are- preceded by the following:

S power..’

the same .Ll)ne"utxon of Laxation for impe:
rial purposes been obsexved the sentiment

of loyalty which really existed in the old

colonies just as strongly when George 111, .
-ascended the throne, as it does in Canada

under Queen Victoria, would. have led; at
ull events, to a very long continuance of
the connection. ~ The attempt to tax for
imperial purposes. extinguished the senti-
ment of loyalty in the old colonies, and
our firlm conviction is that Imperial con-

ifederation, under any plan that canbe de-

vised, would lead to a similar result. - We

mnoticed with regret that the Premier in

hislate speech in Montreal gave somo

~countenance to .this federation schemé.

‘We have dwelton this subject bocause the

-question is.one that bears,.in no small de-

gree, on the taxation of the people, and
because it is -much. the most interesting
portion of the leading article in-the Cu-
-Cauchon, "Lau-

the Dominion by .the writer of ¢ Current
We confess: that we are whally
unable to comprehond- the views: of those

~who-hold-that “happily this is not a pacty
-question.”

We should be very. glad:in-
deed ‘to -be informed what “party ques:
tion ' is of - more 'importance, il-the views
of those whe make such- declarations are
The words that we have gquoted
“Wliat
 Mr. Carvtwright's policy is.we know.with-
“out -having. the - slightest suspicion -of

-4 his: next budget ; what nationalists be-

“lieve. to be :the true Canadian policy,
“whetlier they call themselves reformers,
“ conscrvatives or.independents we: also
“Lknow, and the:issue is botween them.”
If the author of  these remarks fully com-
prchéndcd -tho system of - government
under which he is:living, ho would.know
that the  Nationalists’ have not the
most remote chance of changing the fiseal
policy :of - the -Dominion except through
the instrumentality of party. . It is hardly
possible to estimate the strength of public

_opinion in_favor. either of:protection or
-free trade so.long as those- questions are

treated  as not -belonging. to party. - But

: stumge to say, the cry of the Nationulists,
‘ng’ they . call - themselves, hias been that
: thele isno pfu ty question’ m C.umda, and -
that- consequent " thereon’ both of her.
: pohmc'ﬂ pavties Imve been mer ely graspers
i for office.
.over,
i party; whichiis strong:in“favor of protec-
"'txon, used ‘all the’ influence it could- com-

“If we are not mistaken, more-
the Nationalists or ~Canada First

mand to place ' Free Trade government in

- pienies.

We ave toldin one sentence that

¢ Provincial declcpxtude and deony cin
be the only - issue ’’ ‘of tho ‘abséndce of
manufactures, and that the poople at:the
polls should insist on the revorsal -of ‘the
present policy, while elsewhere we' are
assured that * happily this is hot o party
" question,”’ :and- therefore we are to go * to
decrepitude and .decay” _while we ‘are
fighting ‘over :the really party questions
which nevertlhieless the writer of % Current
Lvents 7 has not indicated. “What can
these. party quostions be? Mr. Bluke, in
his Teeswater speech, took credit for cer-
‘tain measures which had Leen carried by
“the.government, but'he did not indicatoe
auy important measures ‘to ‘be ‘brought
forward. Mr.: Laurier - when befors his
constituents held-out .prospects “of reci-
procity which:is really not a party questxon
because there is no differenco of ‘opinion
“on the subject ‘in Canada, and because it
“depends on the action-of a foreign power,
To.us it seems ‘inevitable ‘that--the next
Canadian political contest must-turnon tho
fisenl policy ‘to -be adopted, and if -the
consequence -should” be a'disruption of
the present political parties, ‘it ‘would
probably.be a fortunate circumstance, in-
asmuch -as ‘it would' tend -to eliminato
from our -politics the :violent poxsonul
‘bitterness which has been -‘the: moit
“marked -feature -of the :recent political
- Our Future” “is the ‘text ‘of
a :short article in 'the - Canadian
“Monthly, the object of which 'is-to advo-
_eate ‘independence, ‘one of the visionary
schemes of those who are bent on clmnge,
‘butiwho have' nearly all abu,ndOuecl it in
favor either of annéxation or’ ' Tmperial
-confederation. ~The writer of ¢ Qur: Fu-
ture,” -whose nom' de plumc is ¢“Argus)”
is a Nova Scot,rm, who, after”ten’ years
absence, travels ‘through' Canadw :partly
“to endeavor 4o gain a thorough - kiow-
lod"o of -the social and politieal condition

~of-the people,” and who'in the course'of

his " peregr inations finds” himself in- the
Mountain Pavk of: our own ' city ‘of Mant-. :
realy on” a* beautiful day :in°August,:idly -
'smoking g cigar in the -cool shade of: the
trees. -While - there, he':falls -in’ with o
young man of- about 25 years-of age with
whom' hie contracts a casual-acqnaintance,
-and whom he “isks to give him ‘his’idea -
of the. pxesent; state -of -things,’ “and’ whub
he- thought of the -political Tuture.? - It
S may ‘be questionablé:how far- it wasw orth

" while to' communicate to the pubhc ‘the -

- opinions of a: youn«v ‘dréamer; but, aftor]

all; the object-of the Revlew ig tofurmsh,
'~nmusement to'its'readers : ‘ag-well: us'—’sohd

information, and we ‘confess that’ we, ‘were
not a little amused with the’ speculunons
»of this great. unknown, and’ _more’ especi- -
ally wnh one passa"e
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