
RiECO)IlLjECTIONS 0F A POLICE MAÇliTR,\TE

1 have avted on t hes.e prilnciples ever
aiine 1 have, beenV on thle beuich, and
it lies boen a g-reat I(Ivaittilge and

1 fhave been continuallyuredt
write the reminimcences of' mnyexr
elnces in the PoieCourt, andl Mnc
nection with it, and soine of mny rc
letions %vil] be, fournid in the oll
ing pages.

I CmmeceWork

1 had arranged, as I have said. with
m1y brother that lie was flot to appear
before mne. We had never done any

buinssl the Plolice Court, but the
firut day 1 held court, my brother's
officeo waks besieged by a crowd of liti-
Va n t and de! endenta endeavouring to
retein hlm to teke their cases. A few
élays of curt refusais put a stop to
ihese attempts et influiencing my
court.

For tiie first few days after my talc-
ing Up the, worlc the entrance to My
pri vate office was bloeked in the morn-
ig by a number o! plaintiffs and de-

fendants, intending to continue a cils-
tom waie' lied been long in existencer
of interviewing the. Police Magistrate
about their cases bcforehand. Tliey
were generally provided witii letters
frosi aldermen telIing the. magistrate
wiiattodo in teir cases. 1Istood in
front o! my door and as each letter
was Jaanded to me I opened it in the
rre.nceeof the others, glaneed et it

hurredly andtold the. bearer to tell
lii. alderman to corne and give his
evidence in open court under oath,

andi 1 would tiien tear the letter up in
the. premence of theni ail. As thme ald]-
ermen at that time lied the. control
over my salary, 1 felt It necessary to
take a very lirm stand et thec outset.
Tt oiily took about a week to stop that
practice.

At that time the. amount of buisine-s
in the. Police Court was not large,
about 5,000 cases per annuni. It has
becs increasing with marveilous
rapidity. In 1880 the cases ail told
auiounted to 5,939. In 1900 tiie num-
ber liat increased te 9,9)29. Ten years

late theimuber wals 24,826, and ini
1913 39,54;Of these 3,849 were iii-

dictable offeuces, o! whigeh 6.41 wr
romm11itted for trial, thermane

deait ~ N with ' by mi,(ý) xe1wc a
oceaionllyabselit, sui thait I ua
havidait withl about 3,000 ind(it.t-

ablie o2e1e1u1(ri sdlu adi
tin ith prohaby 1,00 o! M114er
caebeing mny shailrt o! thef remain-M

der-i o! the calses for the yeair.
I l fight taehere that a few years

Mago ini reply to a reque.stsn to hlm,ýI eeie from Sir Alb>ert dle liutzen,
t1ie Chief Police Magistratv of bn
don, a fuil statement of the caises
de(ait' with by thle polie Mnegistrates
o! that c ity. Fron, It I finti that there
are fourteenl police courts, with tw-o
niagistretes for ceci, andif tiit 198,-
711cse were trieti or investigatedJ
in the London court.s in tii. year cutil-
ing 13th Deember, 1913. Tiiis would
b. an average o! 14,19:3 for each court,
or 7,096 for each magistrate. In tie
-Same, year Mr. Kinig-fordl andi 1 hati
19,6654 cases, ani average o! abhout
twenty tholusend each,

Wiien these figures are- compareti
witi the other criminel business of
thle Province the conitreat la amazing.
The Iligli Court o! Justice, twclIV0-
judges, for the, yeeir 1912, ln ail the
Assizes, for the forty-six coulitive or
Ontario, deait wIth 152 indictable of-
fences. The. County Court Judigesi in
the forty-six counities lu the. Quarter
Sessions, anti the, C.ounty Judges
Criminel Court without a jury, in tie
sanie year, deait witi 1,247 indictable
casles, making for ail the. jutiges luiOnitario 1,399 indietable offences,
whiule 1 lied the. sanie yeer 3,849, ofwlhih number 641 wre committeti for
trial.

1 doubt if tImer, is any jutige ormagistrate, eitiier in Caniada or ini
Englanti, who lias tried as many in-,dictebi, offenes as 1 have in thie last
forty years, or lied o wide an expeni-
ence in the. administration of criminal
justice. In England thie fowers ofthe. police magistrates arelmtdt
six months' sentences. Mine in soin.
c-aseýs extenti to life sentences.


