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cratie State modelled upon that of the
Jews in 01< Testament days-a piece
of wrong-headed, piety the unhappy
influences of which have not yet been
whoily laid. It was also his aim to
free the colony £romi the jurisdiction
of ths Stuart king. (Cf. Fiake, «The
Beginning of New England", cap. iv.)
"Whereas die Plymouth men neyer
arrogated to themselves exclusive
p ossession of the true liglit, and there-
fors wsre flot compelled to, hecome

perecutors, the colony of Massachu-
setta wua, froni its outset, distin-
guished by ail that was flercest and
niost uneomproznising in the spirit of
militant puritanism." (Fletcher:
Introd. Hist. Engi. vol. II, p. 524).

When Winthrop, instigated there-
to by the narrow-minded bigotry of
the Reverend John Cotton, of Boston,
and the Reverend Thomas Hooker, of
Nswtown, expelled' ths saintly Roger
Williams from the churcli at Salemi,
he waa given asylum at Plymouth for
two years where Bradford. and Win-
slow treated hi widh every kindness
althougli his religions views were dis-
tasteful to them. Upon Williams
belng finaily baniahed froni the Massa-
chustts ctiloiiy Bradford could flud
it in hia heart te write of him as "ea
min godly and zealous, having many
precious gifts". To do ail this bo-
spoaks an élévation. de l'âme that dis
truc puritan ini bis blindness would
have regarded as a beguilement o! the
devil.

Even dis casual reader o! to-day
who cornes tc> dis writings of Bradford
and Winslow would not bo apt to re-
gard them as belonging te the Boston
and Newtown type of hot gospellers;
nor after what Holmes lias sung of
Mylea StandiÉli and hie men shail we
bc disposd tCo think of theni as being
numbered with die vory eleet:

[t was on a dreary w-Inter'. eve, the i4ght
w-tB e1osinig dii»,

When o14 Myles Standish took the bowl,
and 11.4 it te the. brim;

The, littie captain stood and stirred the.
posset ith his gword,

A&nd ai] i8i aturdy men at arme were rang-
ed about the. board.

Re poured the flery Hoiiands in-the
that never feared-

Re took a ion g and soiema draugiit,
wiped Me yeilow board;

And one by one the muatketers-th.
that fought and prayed-

Ail drank as 'twere their motherl.
and not a man af raid.

And so while we are to aseribe
honour of introducing purely di
cratie institutions into AmerieA
the Pilgrim Fathers, wa i
on the other hand exonerats t
from the accusation of dbing
same by narrw-minded and
transigent puritaniamr. Nor shi
we overlook the value of t
experiment in communal owneru
For nearly seven years the Plyrni
eolony lived and worked on a 1
invôlving a community of goods,
it was found that production
gui8hed because many individ
shirked their responsibility to i
and left it toi their coniradea.
abuse eontinuing, the governor
has advîsers decided to <livide the 1
and stock among the individuul
tiers; and when this was dons it
found that the prosperity of the.
ony was greatly promoted. Goveu
Bradford's commenta on hii m~a
are both quaint and instructive:

"The. experience that waa had in
common course and condition-triel
dry years, and that amongst godly
sober men-may well evince the vani
that concoit of Plato 's and other ancil
appladed by somo of Inter timui, that

taigaway of property and bringinq
roinmunnty into a eommonwea1tb w
make them bappy and flialhi8g
they were wiser than God' For ti.
munity (s0 far as it was) wa. 1oua
breed much confusion and discontet,t
retard much employrnent that wotuI4 1
been to their benoîit and eonfort"

Thus while the change from a e
munal systeni to dîat of indiviý
proprietorship ini the Plymouthi
only was the result of sconomie de
miniani, yet we ses that the 1ea
ofthde colony had a very la
prehension of dis f utilityan
workableness of any political &af


