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long to come to a decision. Without daring to open 
the box, they threw it into the river, and during the 

• whole month previous to the missionary’s arrival, 
the Bear clan spread bitter reports against him. 
These calumnies greatly excited the Mohawks, and 
as it had been well known that he intended to re
turn, they did not promise to add much to the warmth 
of his welcome. The more reasonable, however, 
among the families of the Wolf and Turtle clans, 
those especia.ly who had known Father Jogues during 
his captivity, counselled moderation; they wished to 
give him an opportunity to explain the contents of 
the box. He had already done this for them when 
he left it in their care, but the subsequent pestilence 
and the visitation of the worm evidently called for 
further explanation. The more petulant members 
of the Bear clan refused to listen to this wise advice, 
and craftily used the incident as a pretext for con
tinuing war against the French whom they accused 
of having sent Father Jogues among them. They 
did not wait for his arrival before they took action; 
two parties raised the war-cry among their kinsmen 
and immediately set out in the direction of New 
France.

Quite unconscious of this change in public sen
timent, Jogues, de la Lande and the Hurons were 
slowly paddling southward. They had crossed Lake 
Champlain, and had reached the lower end of the 
Lake of the Blessed Sacrament,1 where they were 
met by one of the war parties. The hostile attitude

1 A name given to it by Father Jogues; now called Lake George.


