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It is said, that war sweeps off the idle, dissolute, and
vicious members of the community. Monstrous argu-

ment ! If a government may for this end plunge a nation

into war, it may with equal justice consign to the execu-

tioner any number of its 8ut\ject8, whom it may deem a

burden on the state. The fact is, that war commonly
generates as many profligates as it destroys. A dis-

banded army Alls the community with at least a^s many
abandoned members as at first it absorbed.—There is

anotlier methoil, not quite so summary as war, of ridding

a country of unproBtable and injurious citizens, but

vastly more effectual; and a method, which will be

applied with spirit and success, just in proportion as war
shall yield to the light and spirit of Christianity. I refer

to the exerkions, which Christians have commenced, for

the reformation and improvement of the ignorant and
poor, and especially for the instruction and moral culture

of indigent children. Christians are entreated to per-

severe and abound in these godlike efTorts. By diffusing

moral and religious [)rinciples and sober and industrious

habits through the labouring classes of society, they will

dry up one important source of war. They will destroy

in a considerable degree the materials of armies. In

proportion as these classes become well-principled and
industrious, poverty will disappear ; the population of a

country will be more and more proportioned to its re-

sources ; and of course the number will be diminished

of those, who have no alternative but beggary or a camp.
The moral care, which is at the present day extended to

the poor, is one of the most honourable features of our

age. Christians ! remember, that pour proper warfare

is with ignorance and vice, and exhibit here the same
unwearied and inventive enei^y, which has marked the

warriours of the world.

It is sometimes said, that a military spirit favours liberty.

But how is it, that nations, aflor flghting for ages, are so

generally enslaved. The truth is, that liberty has no

foundation but in private and publick virtue; and virtue,

as we have seen, is not the common growth of war.

But the great argument remains to be discussed. It is

said, that without war to excite and invigorate the

human tnind, some of its noblest energies will slumber,
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