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An attempt has bocii imuli', bv iiienns ol'a circiitiistaiu'e of "o im|)()rtai)('c, <Io-

V()i>l ivc'u of |)(w.si!)ility, to ox|)laiii tlio cause of tlie (icwtnicru)!!, by fiff, of he
biiihhn<r ill question. In support of this attempt, a faet leeonh'd in the miniii's of
cvitleneo has been eiled; a faet so insiij;niHeaiit, tliat the Cmnmissiont is chd nut them
it necessary to give it the least attention, and whieh, for that reason, wo had parsed

Over in siU'iico. Tliis is the eirenmstanee ref rred to in llie evich-iiee ot'tiie lu V( rend
Sister St. Louis, (Appendix No. 10, paj^e lJ5,) " JJefji-e entering this room (hj "

she says," I perceived that my lantern was o[)en, I immediately shut it bef.tre \vc

went into the room (L)."

This room was on the fourth story, and lufore reaching it, the Nuns must have
passed tlu'ough the third story anil visited the rooms on that story, and ainoiigBt

others, the Spr(iker\<t rooi/i. When did the lantprn open? Was It jirevions li» as-

cending to the third story, before or after the vii^it to the Speaker's room? 'fiiis

is not stated in the evidence, doubtless because the lantern having opened wiiliont

the knovvleduc of the Nun who carried it, she could not siy when the faet oce'.irred.

The Nuns having examined the fourth, lifih and sixth stories, as high as the

carrot, retraced their steps and returned to the part occupied by tlie <;oMinnniity.

I'hc visit over the whole building, from the time of leaving the Speaker's r;M)m,

must have occupied at least twenty minutes. "Ingoing down," continues this

Nun, "we passed near the Speaker's room on the third story. It is vvvy probable

that if there had been a light in that room, we should have seen it, if the doois of

the room had been open, which I cannot f tatc was the ease."

By examination of the plan of the building, it will be p;rceived that the Nuns
must have again passed, on returning, by the corridor upon which the Speaker's

room opened, and that the door of this room was quite close to the stair-case leading

from the third to the second story.

Let us now examine the bearing of the faet as stated by Sister St. Louis. As
it cannot be known at what time the lantern opened, let us admit, for the saL^ of

argument, that the lantern had been opened before the Nuns entered the Speaker's

Room, or that it opened while they were in the room. Let us further su])pose that

a spark escaped from the open lantern, a very unlikely occurrence, particularly if

the opened part was [)laccd so as to rc< eive the current of air caused by the Nuns
as they walkeil along, for in that case, the spark escaping from the lantern would
necessarily be blown back against the sides of the lantern. It nnist be remarked
that what is called tlie s/ntl)', a very consideraljle portion of the wick of a burning
catidle, is not formed when the candle is being moved about. Did the spark,

escaping from the candle, ascend or descend ?

Here is another ([ucstion difTienlt of solution ; but let lis suppose that it did
descend. This spark in fdling must have lighted either npcm matter liable to take

fire on coming into contact withi^o slight a thing as a spark falling from a lantern,

or upon a substance which it could not set on (irr by coming into contact with it.

In the first case the spark upon touching a highly inflammable substance, as for ex-

nmple, shnvin;js, nuist cither have spontaneously set fire to it or be extinguished

immediately, and the fire so communicated must have spread with greater rapidity

from the circumstance of the room in question containing a good quantity of shav-


