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band of thieves, or maniacs, when they happen to

be (o numerous, as to overpower the force that is

oppofcd to them. But while, by thefe means,-

they are enabled to carry their nefarious plans in-

to execution, and appear to rife fuperior to the

rules of juftice and order, they, at the fame time,

render themfelves deteftable in the eyes of all good

men ; call down upon themfelves the jufl ven-

geance of Heaven; and run head long to their own
deftruction. How long, in any nation, at one

time, fuch a fcene of diforder may be permitted

to laft, it doih not belong to us to judge. But that

it cannot be permanent, nor of long duration, we

may confidently believe. There are natural and

neceffary caufes, which, by a filent and gradual

operation, muft infallibly work its cure, and rc-

ftore the exercife of injured faith and honour. If

ever it be poflible for a people, rifing into power

by unrighteoufneis, violence, and opprefijon, to

give any degree of liability to a power fo acquired,

we may venture to affirm that it can only be, by

a total change of character.

2. From the nature of the connexion, which,

as we have feen, fubfists between the civil and re-

ligious state of fociety, we may perceive, that a

regard to religion, and a proper attention to its

public inftitutions, are indifpenfibly requifite for

the maintaining of fecial order, and to promote

national


