
II

TUK NlAftAKA SIIII' (lANAL. 5

of a<,'rieukural and iniDoral frcighl, will lu- brouiiht 305

miles nearer to the city ofMontreal, than they now are by

by tliu Lake and Erie canal to tide water on the Hudson.

Through her Canals, already constriictid, the IJritisb

Governuient can pass gun boats, of the inosr e'.lieicnt si/e

now in use, from Moiitreal to Ivingstoii in twenty lour

hours, aiid to Laki; Erie in less lliati forry-eight hours.

She has, luoreovor, e^lal)]ished and nKiii'taihs, in conne'''-

tion with these Canals, largo naval '.(.jiul>- ar Kingston, on

Lake Ontario; at ^MaMen. ^m Like Erie, ai'.' at l\'n:Uan-

irashine, on the Geor<>ian Lav ; fhu.v ki'oi*ii.ir in ron-

stant preparation for ellieienr u..\-:\\ oporalions on all the

great Lakes. She is, in fact, about as well prepared for

offensive war on the Lakes as she (vnild h;iv- been if the

treaty of 1817 had limited the na\;d force of the United

States, as it now does, and left the British Governtnent at

liberty to build and lit out V(!ssel6 of war us slie pleased

in all her Lake ports.

When, in ISHl, jn consoiiuence of the seizure ©f the

rebel loaders, Mason and Slidell, on the British steamer

Trent, war betweL^n the two nations seemed almost inevita-

ble, it was claimed extensively in the British }.ress, that

a large force of gun-hoats was in readiness at Montreal to

pounce Ujjon our unprotected Lake Frontier and its im-

mense commerci:;! marine, at the very commencement ot

hostilities. The i xposed condition of the Frontier seemed

to b" aj»preciated by our own Government, which notiiied

the Governors of States, bordering on the Lakes, to 1)6

prepared to meet the threatened (hingor.

It is now a matter of little m anent, whetiier these

armed vessels were really at Montreal, in readiness for

the expected onslaught, or not. The fact that they can be

thus concentratv<i by the Fnglish Government on our bor-

der, and suddenly thrown upon our undefended Frontier,

is patent to all, and demands the innnediate action of our

Government in the adoption of measures which will givo

reasonable security to the great national interests thus

exposed and undefended.


