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^ :' COLONIZATION OF -

and from Europe to America. Colonization follows the fame

line. From the beft accounts of tranfadions fo remote, it appears,

that the Afiatics firft became conlpicuons by their icttlen^ents on

the eaftern fliorc of the Medlterrane.Tn fea ; that they planted colo-

nies in the gre^iter part of the iflands, and oj many of the coafts

of that fea ; and that they peopled, or, at lead, introduced cultiva-

tion into Greece itfelf. From Greece we trace the direction of co-

lonization to Italy and Sicily ; and, from Italy, it extended, under

the Romans, to the wertern boundaries of their empire. From the

fubverfion of the Roman empire in Lurope, to the difcovery of

America and the Indies, the pradice of colonization feems to have

beei fufpended. The barbarity and ignorance which univerfally

prevailed during that time, and the dominion ufurped by fuperllition

and folly over the minds of men, reprefled every enterprife which

might contribute to polifh and improve mankind.

The difcovery of America and the Indies prefented a great field

for adventures. The greater part of the nations of Europe at-

tempted to obtain a fliare of the new countries, and fent out colo-

nics for that purpofe. The maritime powers, however, poflefTed

advantages fuperior to the other ftates. Tlity monopolized, in ^

great meafurc, the American and Indian eftablifliments, fo that mofl:

of them have become the property of England, Holland, 1 ranee,

Portugal, and Spain.

A pradVicc fb general, it is natural to expcd, fhould be the refi)It

of fome common principles of human nature, or the confiitution

of


