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ililtrri'iin' al tin- " > nmnii'iit in Ihe I'liinali' nf

till' I'm and \V, pitri", \tlioli' IIuimIs of ruin ili'liiuin^

till' inlHlid on I'fii' nidi', while mi the other llie

iiiiiivi's an' rnrrliilly hoarilin^ all llie walrr li'l't

frmii |iri'vioiiN iMiiiiilatiuMH, In the S, and S\V.

till' I'liiiiiili' In iiiiijil, trnipiTiili', and sitniliir lo

ilinl iif .Miilaliiir; In the \\. iiinl SK, it is lint and
dry, iind nmn lilve thai pn .iili'iil mi the Cnru-

iiiiiiiili'i riiaxi, 'Ilii' S\V, inmiHomi lasts Iruiii April

III N'pt,; till' M'.. friini ,Nov. to Fi'li. : in the inlrr-

vi'iiiiih' iiimilhi the Minds are \arialile. 'I'lie S\V.
iiiiiiisiMins nri' usually ai'i'mnpanii'd hy viuliiii

.itnrnis of tluiiider and liKlilnin^, and torrents of

rain, wliieli inini'tiiiies extend thi'inselvi's to the
I'i'iilriil ttihli'-hind, esheriiilly in Mari'li and April;
lull this hi^i-li region is generally out of the inllii-

eiire nl eitlier inmisiioii, and hotli its winds and
ti'iii|ii'raliir>' are ^ri'iitly UH'ilitied hy its own phy-
siral rhariieler, niid the din rtimis of its prinriiNil

riilKi's. 'Die ipiaiilily of ruin wliieli fulls during
till' year is alsmi ilr-re tinii's as j^reat as in l''.nj{-

liind ; the rains hiiii^s thoii){li not more lrei|iii'iil,

fur heavier, so niiii'li so that a fall of two or even
three inehes in twenlv-fbiir hours is not iineoin-

iiiii'.i : HI inehes is tlie annual estiniale in the
iilpine region, and 100 inehes at Coluiiilio, The
M'asoiis depend more on the monsfions than on (he
eiinrse of the siiii ; and the eoidest season is dnriii)^

the summer solstiee, while the SW. monsoon )ire-

vails. Tho heat is, however, nearly the same
throujjhout tho vear, and much less oppressive
than on the continent of India. Alonfr the coast,

the annual mean temiK'ratiire is about Hi)0 Fahr,

;

at I'nndy. 1,4117 ft. above the sea, it is 7«°; at

Coltimbo the iinniial variation is from 7ii° to 81!°;

at tialle, 70° to !HlC; at Trincomalee, 71° to IMO.

Fora tropical couhiry.dcylou has a comparatively
salubrious climate; but some of the less inhabited
jiarts, and tho hiw woisled hilly rountry lietwecn
the mountains and the sea, are lii^fhly insalubrious.
Near Columljo and Trincomalee, wliere the jungle
has been cleared away, and the land drained, the
country has been rendered perfectly healthy. The
prevalent diseii-MS arc those all'eetint; the liver and
intestineH, oflen accomp-inied by fever: dise.'ises

of the liinj^s, urinary orpins, and' nervous system,
arc very rare: f;oiit is unknown. Klepliantiasis,
L'uhrn trnpicuii, and other cutaneous coniplaintH,
are eommoii. The small-])ox was formerly very
deslructive, but is now guarded aKaiiist by vacci-
naliiin, to which the natives raise no objection;
ineiisles and hoor)inn-cou>;h both ocirur in a mild
form. The lieri-ben {llyihirjis aiithmuticua) is a
disease nearly peculiar to Ceyhm.

Veprtable productn are numerous and valuable.
The most imjiortaiit, next to rice and other urain,
IS the cinnamon (Laiirus Ciniiamumum), callwl by
^M! Sinpilese corundoo, which here arrives at its
grewost ))erfection, and has always been a chief
article ^r ..xport. It dclif,'hl8 in a poor ;mndy soil,
witli a 111 list utmosiiherc, and is almost exclusively

I'onthifil to the SI'", part of the island, Im'Iwi'cu

Ni'({iiinlNi and .Maliira. In llir N., Hliere the eh-
mall' U dry and sultry, I' U Intiilly iinkiniMM, aii'l

till' indcaMiiirs III iiroitn^ali' it at |lnla\ia, in Ihu

W, liiilli'', niidon the iip|Hmiti a«t of Tiiiiievi'lly,

have lllll Ih'I'ii no mnt'i's^fiil ns wiis aiiticipnli'd.

Ill Its wild slut" it umwN to ih,' hei({hl of .'II or :!•>

fl„ and Isars a white IiIuskuih in •lainiary ; whllo
III blomii, Ihe eiiioammi furi'Mls have a vi'r>' iM'aii-

lifiil aptM'iiraiice 1 but the aruiiia of the plant re-

sides wholly In Ihe bark, and the fragrance of tho
Knives Is Mot nearly so i;rt'at as siriin^erN linvo

Ih'cii led to Is'lii've. The soil is iM'culiiirly snltalilii

for the K^owth of riilfi'ii; and Its ciilliire has uf
lale years Ih'i'ii so innch I'Xleiided that II is iiuw

the principal article uf ex|Mirt. The cocoa iiiit

tree lliiMrishcs Willi singular vigour, and is uf
Kreiil iiMportance to the native popiilatiun, aliiiuHt

every part uf ihe tree Is'ln^ ciinverli'd Mill. arli(le4

of food or doiiieslic iiHi' : the ImsI trees priMliicii

from oil to lllll nuts annually, and umvt so cIok i

to the sen, that the roots are even wiished by iM
siirKe, The I'alinyra palm ^rows principally in

the N, part of the island, and is searcely of Ii'kh

importance than the cocoa-nut tree. The talipot

p'\lin, the leaves of which are lar^c elioiii^'li to

shelter many iiidividiials, ^rows luxuriantly here,

thmiKh rare on the continent of India. Thii
bread-fruil tree attains an imiiieiise Kize ; eottmi

is not eipial to that of India: indigo is fmiinl

wild, bill its culture is lici^lceled; the nreca and
U'ti'l nut, as well as tobacco, all of which an if

excellent t|ualiiy, (rniw abiiiidantly ; the canlamoiii
seeds are inferior to those of Malabar, (iuiii Ian

and uamboKe are also priMluced in this island.

The r'loni of Ceylon is not so extensive as beau-
tiful and various: the rose, pink, mifjiimiette, iVc.

are as fragrant as in KiikIiiiiiI, and the jcssainino

imich more so; the >//fi/-i'os« Huprrhit and aniaryllis

^row in profusion, :uid the iaiiiba, or mse-npple,
strews the i^nmiid with its scarlet blossoni'i.

(Ilelter's Narrative, iii. lU-ll,"*, Ac; I'ercival,

pp. :il!i-;i:i7.)

^«iHi«/ji,-—('eyhin has Ix-cn from an early |H' rim I

celebrated for its breed of elephants, which, tlioii^li

it'ferior in size lo those of other countries, are iiioni

valued for their greater strength and docility.

The chase of llicst; animals has always Ih-i^ii with
the Sinhalese an object of ^reat impiirlance ; but
the avidity with wliich they have liccii pursued

has f^n'atly iliininislied their iiuiiiIhts, and they
aro now cliietly contiiied to the N. and NK. dis-

tricts. The royal tiger is not met with, but bears,

leopards, the (dieta (a small speciiM of leopard),

hytenns, Jackals, and tiger-cats arc nnmenius

:

bi'sides elks, deer, gazelles, biin'aloes, wild hogs,

and monkeys. Near JaH'na a large balMion is very
abundant, and fearless: a large variety of the
monkey trilie, {Mirciipines, racoons, arniiidilloes,

squirrels, and mungmiscs, aro met with. There
are no foxes ; but tho Hying fox and rats aro verv
common and troublesome. rheasants,sni|>es, reil-

legged partridges, pigeons, peacocks, and a great

variety of birds; with ser|H!nts, alligators, and
reptiles of all sorts, aro abundantly plentiful. I'hc

tisliing of tho (icarl oyster is an im|iortaiit branch
of imiiistry.

Ptoitle.—The pop. of Ceylon, exclusive of the
various colonists who have at dill'ercnt times iios-

scsscd themselves of the coasts, may lie divided
into four classes:— 1st, the native .Singalosc or
lleylonese, who may be again snlwlivided into

those occupying the (.'aiidian territories, and
those of the coasts; 2nd, the Moors, who aro

found in all parts of the island, and form the
chief population of the district of I'ultam ; ^nl,

the Yeddahs, a savage race, who are supposed to


