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they might bring them to the Dcceflity of abandoning
the fettlement. Thefe perfidious praAices were not on-
ly countenanced^ but warmly encouraged by the French
cout t, who intended as foon as poilible to i'ejie Nova
Scotia entirely. ^i,^iyi-x <i^

Their temptations for this proje^ were very many
and powerful. Its liquation was inviting on account

of its vicinity to Cape Breton, the cod-fi(heries and the

mouth of the river St. Lawrence; and there is not a

country in the world which produces finer pines for

mads, yards, and other forts of wood for fhip building

than Nova Scotia ; nor is there a better harbouri than

that which is now called Halifax* where any number of

(hips may fupply them felves with all kinds of neceffaries.

Mr. Mafcarene gpvernor of Nova Scotia, being a-

ware ofthe defigns of the French in fettling about the

mouth of St. John's river, infifled upon their taking the

oaths of allegiance to his Britannic majedy; but they

abfolutely refufed to do fo, and applied to the governor

of Canada, who fent to their adiftance an officer with a

detachment of troops. vi^i'

At this time lord Halifax interpofed for the fupport

and pro tedtion of Nova Scotia, and delivered it from

being fwallowed up by French encroachments. There

had formerly been a plan drawn up by Mr. Shirley for

fettling and fecuring Nova Scotia, but it wa$ prevented

from being put in execution by the preceding war.

However, after the peace of Aix la Chapelle« the

thoughts of a fcheme for fettling Nova Scotia were re-

vived. The earl of Halifax, who prefided at the board

of trade, principally interefled himfelf in it» The plan

was concerted in order to be a faafonable and comfort-

able provifion for fuch of the army and navy as were

difbanded at that time : the effed was, that in a fhort

time near 41000 adventurers, with their families, em-

barked with col. Cornwaliis (whom the king had ap-

pointed governor) and landed at the harbour of Che-

bu^ou, oneof t^c fincft harbours in the world, and well

lituated for the (ifhery. H6 was joined with two regi-

' ndnts from Loui(burgh, and having pitched upon a fpot

lor the fettlement, he fet his people to Vork in clearing

the ground is ordtr to lay the foundation of a town»

which


