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Gicat-Bntain and the Unik-d States, were thofc o{ poaci,- ami

amity.—-This is proved by tlic declarations of the Prefidont to

Congrcfs, ;.nd the conimiiiiicatioiis of our Miiiillers at the Court of

Creat-Bntain, whicli were laid before that honourable body.* h

is farther proved by the language of the Britifli Miiiillera in and out

of Parliiunciit, and by the circumftance of our Minillers extraordi-

nary having Tigned a Treaty of Amity, which fettled all our diflei-

ences, except the finglc one, of the right of fearch of merchant

fhips for Britifli feanien, and on which point, it is faid from good

authority, Great-Britain was ready and offered to yield the right.

of frareh except as it refpeded the narrwiv fms, or tliat portion

of the fea which immediately furrounds Great-Britain, and where

the danger of the lofs of their feamen, who are their only defence,

was peculiarly imminent.

It cannot be doubted, therefore, that peace, fo much to be de-

fired by this country, would not have been interruj)teil, and thai

our profitaVde neutrality would have been continued, had it not

l)efn tor the afl'air of l)ie Chefapcake, which cannot he too much

deplored. The queftion, thcnforo, is limited to the examination

of the caufes of that luifortunate aCt, and of the confequences which

ought to refult from it.

As a great portion of the iiritation which has been produced,

excited, and encouraged, has proceeded from an ignorance of the

fafts which preceded and accompanied that affair, it will be ufeful,

before we enter into an invtftigation of the Law of Nations upon

this fubjeft, to fettle, as far as pofTible, thefe_/(;(7j.

In the fummer of 1806, a French fquadron of line of battle

{flips and frigates having met with a gale upon our coafls, a part of

them took refuge in the Chefapeake, to fhelter themfelvcs from tlieir

enemies. This rendered it neceffary for Grcat-Britain to detach .1

fquadron to watch the motion of their enemies, and they accord-

ingly, as they lawfully might, took their Ration in Hampton

Roads. By the Law of Nations, and the principles of an impar-

tial neutrality, we owed to both thefe fquadrons, equal protection.

Wliile we permitted tlie French to repair and refit their fliips, re-

^ Sec the PrefiUtMit'* Coinnuniications to Conj^rpfs, on tliu fubjoiiV

i \

i

y^^iioi4h(W>mh.


