
H4 CfHtttfian flfrnrtf of Srinirn.

iind Iho AInsUtm i^l:in<l-. mikI tliuii Iiiimh to Hwoop hoiilhwuiil

iiloiii' I ho t'<>u>l ot Hriti-h Ariioiiia. Tlio pnn ailing win<U

1 1. CIO, MH .'voiTwhi'io olso in tlio Noilh Tfinponito /ono. ufo

fVom llic Wi'ht ; an'l thoso, altor paNMiti^x iutohh llioUMaiulM of

mill's (»r uiiobstruclod and woll-watiMOfl ocean, como to uh

l(.a(lo<l with nioisttiro. VVaim air, yon muihI ivmoinhor, bo-

oausr cNpatKk'il l»y its warmth, will absorh rnori' moistiiro

than cold, so that thcM' I'acitlo winds nro siituralcd hy tho

timo thoy roach tho shoio.

Now tl»(^ moiii tins hci^in to do their part.

One cannot a| cclatc how importunl is the inthmnco of

the mouiitains of the ^doho npon its climates, nntil iio stopH

to think what a state of things would exist in thoir ultsoneo.

Weather is simply tho state of the atmosphere in roHpect to

temperature, dryness or wetnoHHand tl»o like. What atfeets

those conilitions causes a ( han^o in tho weather. Wore tho

Hurfaei! of the contiiienls tlat. temperature would doereaso

from the o(iuator precisely in ratio with the latitude, suh-

joct oidy to liio intliK'nce of winds tVom the ocean, whicdi

would blow with unfailinu" re^^'ularity and continuance, bear-

ing' a detinilofjiiantity of moisture and depositing' it.proi)ably

unci'asin,i;ly, in the same place year after year. Heat and

c(»ld in climate would then bo almost entirely a matter of

summer or wiidoi', or distance from the ocpuitoi', and wet

weather would belon<^ wholly to certain zonoH, mi^n-ating

with the Housons, while all the rest of tho world would bo

arid.

But tho iiTCgulai-itics of the surface of the globo intorforo

with this, and make it a tolerable ])lace to live. Without

mountains (if we can ''oneeive of such u state of things) tho

earth would scarcely bo habitable—or at any rate comfort-

able, Mut tiio hilU liso up toward the spaces of eternal

frost which encircde tho globe only a few thousand feet

overlicad, and act as condensers. Tho damp ocean air

coming near them is cooled down to its dew [)oint—that is,

to a j)oint where the invisible vapor of water it carries is

changed into perceptible drops, clouds ai'o formed and per-

haps rain tails.
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