'ROUBLE BETWEEN FARMERS
FIRST STEP TOWARDS WAR

N. W. Rowell, K.C., Tells Canadian Club of Present Man-

churian Trouble—Fought on

Water—Back of Situation

Lies Hostility Over Railway Lines of Russia and Japan

f‘Subsequent to my return from the
far east two years ago I referred
to the Manchurian problem as ‘the
most acute, most complicated, most
difficult of solution and the most
menacing to the peace of Asia of
any Pacific problem’,” said N, W.
Rowell, K.C., in speaking to the
Canadian club. *“You ask what are
the factors in the situation which
make it so difficult and s6 menacing?

“About 29,000,000 of the province
are Chinese and 1,000,000 are Japan-
ese citizens. Of the 1,000,000 Japan-
ese citizens about 800,000 are of
Korean race. The men of Japanese
race have not settled upon the land,
but are principally government offi-
cials, railway employees, traders,

all her rights and interests in con-
nection therewith, and secondly her
rights in connection with the Chinese
Eastern railway from -Cangchun,
a point about midway between Muk-
den and Harbin to Port Arthur.

By a treaty between China and
Japan in 1905 China assented to
these terms and granted Japan a
concession to construct and maintain
a commercial railway from Mukden
to the Korean border to connect with
the Korean railways, thus giving
Japan a direct connection through
Korea with Manchuria and Russia.

Made Secret Pact

_ ‘A secret protocol made at the
same time provided, among other

police and soldiers. In general the
character of Manchuria reminds one
of our western prairie provinces and
it has been referred to as one of the
granaries of the world.

“From the Manchu conquest until
1907 Manchuria was governed by a
Tartar general responsible to the
emperor, but its government was
largely independent of the rest of
China. In 1907 it was declared to be
an integral portion of the Chinese’
empire. And all the treaties under
which Japan and Russia claim rights
in Manchuria are made between the
government of China and the govern-
ments of these countries respect-
ively. AIll rights, therefore, claimed
by Japan and Russia in Manchuria
are based upon treaties made with
China.

“Japan’s first polftical interest in
Manchuria arose out of the treaty
of Shimonoseki, made in 1895 at the
conclusion of the Sino-Japanese war.
By this treaty China ceded to Japan
the Lieotung peninsula, the most
southerly portion of Manchuria. Be-
fore the treaty was ratified, Russia,
Germany and France made such
representations to Japan that Japan
was induced to retrocede the penin-
sula to China and received in return
a moderate increase in the indemnity
payable by China under the treaty
of peace.

Railway Caused Trouble

“In 1896, when Li Hung Chang
visited Russia on the occasion of the

things, that ‘the Chinese government
engage, for the purpose of protecting
the interests of the South Manchur-
ian railway, not to construct, prior
to the recovery by them of the said
railway, any main line in the neigh-
borhood of, or parallel to, that rail-
way, or any branch line which may
be prejudicial to the above mentioned
railway.’

‘“‘Japan organized the South Man-
churian railway to take over
and control the railways thus
acquired from Russia and the
railway from Mukden to Antung.
Since that date Japan has expended

ing her interests in -Manchuria.”

Describing the South Manchurian
railway, Mr. Rowell said it was one
of the most efficient and profitable
in the world, under normal condi-
tions. He outlined Japan’s 1915 de-
mands on China, which included an
extension to 99 years of the Lieotung
peninsula and the railway leases
and that Japanese subjects should
be entitled to lease lands for busi-
ness, industry and agriculture.

This treaty was signed after Japan
delivered an ultimatum.

Japanese Contentlons

‘“Japan contends that she staked
her natlong existence and poured
forth blood and treasure without
stint to drive Russia out of Man-
churia, and that, by so doing, she
saved Manchuria for China and her-
gelf; that she took ‘over Russian

rights with the consent of China, and

coronation of the Russian emperor,
the Russian government concluded
a treaty in the nature of an alliance
between Russia and China to protect
their respective interests and rights
against Japan. Manchuria projects
into Siberia much as the state of
Maine projects into eastern Canada,
amd the most direct route from Mos-
cow to Vladivostok is through Man-
churia, just as the most direct route
from Montreal to St. John is through
the state of Maine. Accordingly, the
Russian government asked as part
of the secret treaty of alliance that
it should have the right in the con-
struction of its trans-Siberian rail-
way to build it through Manchuria.
This right was reluctantly conceded
by Li Hung Chang, not to Russia,
but to a corporation organized andg
financed by the Russian government,
In 1898, by a further treaty or agree-
ment between Russia and Chinas,
Russia obtained a lease of the Lieo-
tung peninsula for 25 years, with
certain rights of renewal. She also
obtaine®, by the same treaty, the
right to fortify Port Arthur and use
it as a naval base and to build a
line of railway from Harbin to Port
Arthur. This enabled Russia to con-
struct a connection befween- her
waval -base —and Moscow,  Russia
constructed the railway south to Po
Arthur and strongly fortified Port
Arthur. i
“Japan looked upon these develop-
ments in -Manchuria 48 & threat to
her national life,” ahd this was thel
real cause of the. Russo-Japanesel
war. By the treaty of Portsmouth
in 1905, which brought the war to an
end, Russia transferred . to Japan,i
subject to the consent ‘of China, the
lease of the Lieotung peninsula and

that rights she so acquired, including

further rights obtained under the

treaty of 1915, she intends to main-
tain,”” Mr. Rowell said.
ther contends that Manchuria is her

““Japan fur-

first line of defence against Russian
aggression and that she is not pre-
pared to surrender this line of de-
fence, and that it is essential to her
economic life to maintain her pre-
sent position in Manchuria. She
points out that, with a population
increasing at the rate of approxi-
mately 1,000,000 a year, and with
most countries bordering on the Pa-
cific refusing to receive Japanese
immigrants, the only way she can
deal with her population problem is

to industrialize her country more
highly. To do this she needs raw
materials, including food, and a

market for her products, Manchuria,
she says, supplies her with both.
“Japan further contends that China
has violated her treaties with Japan
by building lines of railway parallel
to the South Manchurian railway
and seriously interfering with the
traffic on the route, by refusing
Japanese subjects the right to lease
lands in Manchuria and by failing to
protect the lives and property of

Japanese citizéns in Manchuria.”

The Chinese Claims

Chinese contentions were that
Manchuria is an integral part' of
China, with all rights of sovereignty
vested in China; that it.is her first
line of defence against Russia and
Japan, that the 1915 treaty was
secured by duress and that she de-
clines to recognize its wvalidity, and
China further charges that Japan is
exercising acts of sovereignty out-
side the peninsula and railway zone.

no less than $1,000,000,000 in develop- |
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Japan, Mr. Rowell points out,
denies the right of any nation to
repudiate a treaty on the grounds
of duress.

“China does not admit that she is
violating her agreements with Japan
in the construction of railways with-
in Manchuria. She contends that
these railways are essential to pro-
vide transportation facilities to her
citizens in Manchuria to connect
Manchuria with China proper
through the Mukden-Tientsin Rail-
way, and also as a means of convey-
ing her troops from one part of Man-

churia to another should occasion
arise.

“The dispute reminds one some-
what of the coptroversy in our

western Canada over the monopoly
rights of the C.P.R., although China
does not admit that the treaty gives
Japan any monopoly right.

“‘'China protested against the 1915
treaty at the Paris peace conference
in 1919 and the Washington eonfer-
ence in 1921, but the powers took no
action,” said Mr. Rowell. “China
demanded the retrocession of the
Sievtung peninsula in 1923 when the

original lease expired, on the grounds
that the 1915 treaty was not binding.

The speaker then outlined the
gituation in Russia, with Russia by
a 1924 treaty declaring the Chinese
Hastergl . Railroad a purely com-
merclafenterprise, with China ha|§:~
ing theWight to eventually take oder
the line,) although in the interval a
Russian Jwas to manage it with a
board composed of an equal number
of Russians and Chinese, In 1929
China expelled the general manager,
causing an invasion by Russian
troops which brought Russia again
inte control.

““Russia, therefore, is still in con-
trol of the Chinese Eastern Ra:lway,
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Prov.

which runs east and west &cross
Northern Manchuria, and of th»
railway running south from Harbin
to Changchun, where it eco3nects
with the South Manchurians Rail-
way,” he said. ‘‘Russia ha¥ most
important trade interests in Northern
Manchuria, as well as in Mongolia,
particularly outer Mongolia.

“To sum up the situation, China
possesses sovereign rights over Man-
churia, but both Japan and Russia,
more particularly Japan, have very
large interests there.

Farmers Started It

A clash between Xorean and
Chinese farmers over water early
this summer brought intervention by
police and soldiers of both eountries
and was the commencement of
serious trouble this year, the speaker
pointed out. Subsequently Kereans
attacked the Chinese in Korea, 100
were killed and millions of dollars
damage done to Chinese property.
China demanded redress and
Japanese goods were boycotted.

“An event which further semously
aggravated the relations between the
two countries was the shooting in
Mongolia of Captain Na'amur: of
the Japanese general staff and two
“It is claimed
that they were travelling as tourists
or persons investigating the position.
One hae only to recall the tradi'ions
of the Japanese army 10 Know. the
feeling that would be aroused by this
shooting.

“All these matters were under
diplomatic negotiation between
China and Japan, and both govern-
ments appeared to be anxious to
reach an amicable settlement®

“Phe final act which led to the
present. military situation was the
destruction of part of the tracks of
the South Manchurian railwaj just
south of Mukden on the evening of

that the tracks were blown up by
Chinese soldiers in the Mukden army
and that this was but the culmina-
tion of a series of acts of sabotage
on the railway. The officers in
charge of the military police on the
railway called in reinforcements, dis-
persed the Chinese army, captured
their arsenal and by early morning
on September 19 had captured the
Chinese city of Mukden and driven
out the Chinese forces.

“This was followed by the dis-
persal of the Chinese forces from and
the occupation of Changchun and
Kirin., Within a few hours after the
original attack the Japanese were in
control of the principal cities served
by the South Manchurian railway.

“China-on September 19 brought
the matter to the attention of the
League of Nations and appealed for
its intervention. Since that date
Japan has extended her operations so
as to occupy Tsitsihar, capital of
the northerly province of Manchuria,
and has defeated the Chinese forces
stationed there on the grounds that
they were menacing her railways.

«It was the crossing of the Chinese
Hastern Railway gnd the capture of
Tsitsihar that led %o the exchange of
diplomatic notes between Russia and
Japan.’’

; Drawbacks to Settlement

Discussing the desire of Chinese
people to abolish what théy term
unequal treaties, Mr. Rowell said
China is attempting to bring about,
in a few years, a completé reveolu-
tion of standards. Lack of/a strong
central government hindefed this,
Japan, he said, had not levelop.ed
parliamentary government to its
fullest extent and the army and navy
claim they are responsiblé only to
the emperor.

“Phis was well illustratd by .the
protest made by the navy against
Japan’s signature to the London
naval treaty, which led to prolonged
controversy in Japan on the guestion
of ratification,” he said ““Public
opinion in Japan was Tehind the
government and they fihally suc-
ceeded in ~obtaining ritification.
That was a real triumph for the
government.

“But the information ond gets from

Manchuria on Sept. 18 Were insti-
tuted on the initiative of the army

sanction of the
affairs. Publiec opinion appears to |
be behind the army.
*““The situation

to be: Japan claims that she has
serious grievances agains| China and
is seeking to defend and ‘protect her
rights and interests Ny military
operations. China clainis that she |
has serious grievances against Japan |
and, whether with offidial govern-
ment approval or not, the Ch‘mesei
people are seeking to sefure redress |
for those grievances by an organized
boycott.

“The whole situation involves an
mor¢ important
the immediate

issue larger and
than the merits of

‘“‘Not only are Chind and Japan
members of the leaglle, but they
have both signed the Kellogg-Briand
pact and are parties to the nine-
power treaty.

“No action taken by the league
under Article 11 is eflfective unless

September 18. It is claimed by Japan |

the Japanese press lends dne to con- |
clude that the military opérations in |

and not at the direction ¢r with the |
minister of foreign J‘

|
|
would appear ]

it is unanimously approved by all
members of the council, including the
parties to the dispute. So that when
the league requested Japan to with-
draw her troops from Manchuria be-
fore Nov. 16 there was no legal ‘ob~
ligation upon Japan to do so. Japan,
therefore, cannot bhe said to have
viclated any obligation to the league
by failing to comply with this re-
quest.
Not Yet Before League

“There has been much talk in
newspapers of a withdrawal of diplo-
matic representatives and an eco-
nomic boycott, No such question
has yet come before the league or
will come unless the council fails to
effect a settlement under Article 11.

“Under Article 15 China can bring
the dispute before the council and
the council is bound to investigate it,
and if the council reaches a unani-
mous conclusion, apart from the
parties to the dispute, the members
of the league agree—and this would
include the parties to the dispute—
that they will not go to war with the
party which complies with the
recommendations. If, therefore, the
council of the league were called
upon to act under Article 15 and
were to recommend action by either

China or Japan, either party to the
dispute would be bound not to go to
war with the party which complies
with the recommendations of the
council.

‘It is Article 16 of the covenant
which provides for sanctions. In
this article, if any member resort to
war in disregard of its covenant
under Article 15, it shall be deemed
to have committed an act of war
against all other members of the
league. All members are then bound
immediately to sever all trade, fi-
nancial and personal relations with
the offending member,

‘“All the political disputes, and
there have been many, which have
so far come bhefore the league have
been settled under Article 11. Every-
one maust . earnestly hope that the
present dispute will not be an ex-
ception. We in Canada are friends
of both Japan and China and it is
the earnest desire of all Canadians
to maintain that friendship.”

TO GIVE CHRISTMAS SHOW

‘A Festival of Happy Days”’ will
be acted by pupils of Roden public
school at a Christmas entertainment
to be held at Danforth Technical
school at 8 p.m. on Friday. -

TRUCK HITS STREET CAR

A traffic tangle occurred at King
and Duncan Sts., at 9.10 a.m. to-day,
when a heavy motor truck ecrashed

into the vestibule of a Do
street car. A delay of 17
resulted on the Dovercourt
and 15 minutes on the King
bound service.
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beauty, this range is made in Canada and
carries the Northern Electric “Approved
Appliance” SEAL~-your permanent guar-
antee of mechanical perfection.

St. West

Four hundred cubic inches larger than that
of any other electric range, with perfect dis-
tribution of steady heat through rigid, ever-
lasting insulation, the Gurney oven allows
you to cook long after the current is turned

Go today to any of the retail stores list-
ed at the right, and see this Northern
Electric-Gurney Range and the other
Approved Appliances illustrated here.

F. C. Burroughes Furniture Co., 643 Quee

Deer Park Electric, 1475 Yonge St.
Dufferin Stove & Furnace Co., 1163 St. Cla

Ave. West

Electric Shop, 992 Pape Ave.
C. J. Johnston Electric, 3087 Danforth Av

off. A one-piece porcelain enamelled lining

4

dispute.
“It is the issue as to whether
nations, members of the League of »
Nations, having dispules between
them such as exist between China 0 e C 1
and Japan, are entitled to settle
them by force or boycott rather than COMPANY =T LIMITED
by appeal to the league . NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SERVICE
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