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workers. Through absolutely no fault of their own, many older
workers are out of a job and their prospects are slim to none for
getting another one. This is the problem that Bill C-30 address-
es. Canadians want us to show compassion for these individuals.
We are showing compassion. We are bring in positive measures
to address this unprecedented crisis. The goverument is ap-
proaching this problcm tbrough a component of the Atlantic
groundfish strategy which will involve income support for older
workers. It is a program that will be negotiated, financed and
implemented with thc provinces.
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Howevcr there are some workers who cannet be helped under
thc current legisiation. 1 arn referring to Uiose workers who are
under the age of 55, who were at least 50 years of age on May 15
of this year and who are eligible to participate in Uic Atlantic
groundfish stratcgy. Thcy do not qualify for aider worker
adjustment assistance under current legisiation. That is Uic
reason why Bill C-30 ia so important, it addrcsses their plight.

Hon. members have given valuable input to this legislation.
Last week Bill C-30 was studied by Uic Standing Comittee on
Human Resources Development. The committee gave careful
consideration to the issues raiscd by hon. members opposite. For
Uic benefit of the House I would like to address some of Uiose
concernis.

lost their jobs because of restructuring in other indu
analogy does not hold here. The groundfish industr
one of many industries in Atlantic Canada, it ils il
and in those communities which are dependent on
there really ils no alternative source of employrfle
workers.

The demise of this industry wiIl lead to the den,
conimunities unless we help these hard working min
deal with the crisis. Simply put, there are few optio
to older workers in this situation.

Yet there is a legitimate question about thc rail
the decline in the groundfish industry for the rest of
economy. I arn sure Uiat hon. members realize
adjustments do not take place in a vacuum. There
effect that spreads throughout Uic entire Atlantic
Newfoundland alone there are some 1,300 communi
by Uic groundfish industry. 0f that number, 800 dg
on economnic activity from groundfish. The govelli
be remniss flot to take thîs into account. We are tV
account.
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