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Oral Questions

As I suggested yesterday, the CEO of CN held a press 
conference and answered questions from the media, as I knew 
he would. If the hon. member has other questions, he should 
address them to the appropriate body, namely CN’s board of 
directors.

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of National Defence.

Last week Major Barry Armstrong, a military doctor, released 
information indicating orders had been given to destroy certain 
photographic evidence. Last night Major Lee fewer, another 
military doctor, confirmed that orders had indeed been given to 
destroy photographs showing a pattern of mistreatment of 
Somali civilians.

• (1440)

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—Montmorency—Or­
léans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, does the minister not agree that any 
amount of money loaned to senior officials of CN or any Crown 
corporation accountable to his department should be declared, 
so that the shareholders of these corporations, namely Canadian 
taxpayers, are aware of such practices?

[English]

Has the minister asked Major Lee fewer who issued the order 
to destroy potential evidence?

Hon. David Collenette (Minister of National Defence and 
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in view of 
the fact that we have announced an inquiry which will be open 
and which will be civilian, I do not think it is in the best interests 
of justice for me to join in these kinds of discussions.

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there is no doubt that there are rules to be followed in 
this type of transaction. As I have indicated on a number of 
occasions, the arrangements between the president of CN and 
the board is one that is subject to the controls that are internal to 
a crown corporation.

The rules as I understand them are that if any loans are made 
in excess of salary they have to be declared. That was the basis 
of the legal advice the president referred to yesterday. I have 
indicated in this House before that it is very, very complicated 
when you get into loans and acquiring homes in defining what 
the rules are, as the leader of the government in Quebec well 
knows.

I am concerned about the fact that another member of the 
Canadian Armed Forces has made a public statement without 
authorization. The hon. member should know that as a condition 
of service if individuals have something to communicate they 
communicate it through their superior.

I overlooked the rules last week because what Major Arms­
trong said was of such purport and seriousness that I believe he 
had the right as every Canadian citizen does to make this 
particular statement. Therefore, we called for an inquiry. We 
cannot have this matter tried on a daily basis in the newspapers, 
on television programs or here in the House of Commons. It has 
to go to the inquiry.

FISHERIES As a result I have directed the Chief of Defence Staff to 
inform members of the armed forces of the sensitivity of this 
matter and remind them of their obligations as members of the 
armed forces in the interests of justice. Hon. members opposite 
may not care about justice, but we on this side of the House do.

Mrs. Bonnie Hickey (St. John’s East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
last July, Canada arrested two U.S. fishing vessels fishing 
Icelandic scallops beyond our 200 mile limit. At that time 
Canada’s actions were described by the United States spokes­
person as illegal. Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. 

Speaker, the minister will know and the House is aware that the 
events in Somalia happened almost two years ago. Every time 
we get closer to having an investigation, pop, poof, somebody 
else gets charged and the investigation gets put back another six 
months. Two years have passed already. The circumstances of 
this case demand an immediate investigation.

Can the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans tell the House what 
action has been taken to resolve this disagreement with our 
friends in the United States?

Hon. Brian Tobin (Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for St. John’s East who 
has a powerful and passionate commitment to the livelihood of 
the fishermen of Newfoundland for raising this important ques­
tion.

• (1445 )

Further, Mr. Minister, members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces have a—Yesterday the Government of Canada received a communica­

tion from the Government of the United States. It was by way of 
a diplomatic note in which the United States recognized fully 
and without reservation Canada’s jurisdiction over Icelandic 
scallops both inside and outside the 200 mile limit.

The Speaker: I wonder if the hon. member would put his 
remarks through the Chair and would the hon. member put his 
question, please.


