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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, September 28, 1994

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

Mr. Guy H. Arseneault (Restigouche—Chaleur): Mr.
Speaker, 12 university students from my riding of Resti-
gouche—Chaleur had a chance to live a wonderful experience
this summer in the young entrepreneurs program.

Each of these students created a business plan and next year
during the second phase of this project they will create their own
small business.

[Translation]

Under a Canada—New Brunswick agreement on the develop-
ment of entrepreneurship, 16 young people had the opportunity
to put into practice some of the skills needed to set up a business.
I congratulate these young people on their desire to contribute to
the economic future of our country.

[English]

I would also like to congratulate the Atlantic Canada Opportu-
nities Agency, the Department of Human Resources Develop-
ment and the New Brunswick Department of Advanced
Education and Labour for participating in this important pro-
gram. Education and training are the key factors in the develop-
ment of young people in Canada.
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TAX REFORM

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford): Mr. Speaker, the Ontario
Minister of Finance has suggested that provincial sales taxes be
transferred to the federal government, and the provinces be
given a larger share of income tax in return. It is ridiculous to

think that Quebec would agree to give up the area of taxation and
its $5.7 billion in provincial sales taxes.

It is also ridiculous to think that all the provinces share the
same economic reality. Blanket solutions will no longer work.
Furthermore, some provinces, such as Alberta and Newfound-
land, have already pointed out that Ontario’s proposal did not
reflect their situation. The Bloc Quebecois is proposing a much
more flexible solution, which would make it possible to elimi-
nate considerable overlap. They suggest transferring the GST to
those provinces who request it, with an equivalent reduction in
provincial transfer payments.
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[English]

FREEDOM OF SPEECH

Mrs. Sharon Hayes (Port Moody—Coquitlam): Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in this House today to address a very serious issue, the
current threat to freedom of speech in this Parliament.

We are witnessing the decline of dialogue when a member in
this House can be accused of hate mongering for expressing
what she feels are the views of the majority of Canadians and
which are rooted in her personal convictions.

No member of this House should be afraid of expressing their
point of view because of a threat of being labelled as a bigot.
Nothing shuts down dialogue and the freedom of debate more
quickly than labelling.

It is extremely important to all Canadians that in the shaping
of public policy alternate points of view must never be sup-
pressed but must be allowed free expression.

Members of this House must never fear to speak out in
defence of the views of their constituents, the convictions of
their conscience or on behalf of the concerns of Canadians.
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[Translation]

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis): Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago, a young high school student in Montreal was sent
home because she was wearing a hijab, the traditional Islamic
veil, and a long tunic not considered acceptable according to the
school’s dress code.



