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industrious, virile little people, the Japan-
ese. I admire the Japanese and mnohody
can help but respect the Chinese for their
unceasing industry. They attend to their
business, they mind their own affairs, and
invariably succeed. As I say, if we stop
them we shall still have our troubles with
a certain proportion of our white people.
I yield to none in respect for the character
of the white workingmen of British Col-
umbia, with the exception of a few that
are easily influenced and led astray by the
specious arguments of soap box orators,
and others, who are trying to instill into
them an insidious and pernicious doctrine
calculated to tear down the institutions of
our country. But, Sir, the white people
who cause us trouble are in a minority in
that province. Nevertheless, before we
allow the orientals to pour into that pro-
vince we certainly should consider the great
future of British Columbia, and take the
necessary steps to preserve that valuable
heritage for our people.

Mr. L. W. HUMPHREY (West Koot~
enay): I have the honour to represent a
constituency in British Columbia which is
close to the eastern border of that pro-
vince, and would like to take time to ex-
plain the situation which has developed
locally and the position in which the people
of West Kootenay find themselves owing
to the invasion of orientals into our pro-
vince. Situated on the eastern border of
the province we feel that we can speak with
authority upon that invasion, more par-
ticularly as to the effect of the birth rate
and the operations of the immigration
law. First of all, we find that we in the
eastern part of the province are now in
the same position that our fellow-citizens
on the coast were in a few years ago. We
find that the orientals are crowding far-
ther east and looking for more territory
in which to expand. It was only a short time
ago that we in eastern British Columbia
felt that we were not very directly affected
by the movement of orientals and not
directly interested. The movement east-
ward of the orientals of recent years and
their encroachment on territory within
West Kootenay itself have been brought
home to us with such force as to
make us realize that it is not a local
question, nor a provincial matter, but a
national issue, with which the federal
authorities must deal. I would like to
speak particularly upen the question of
the urgency of an exclusion policy. Is
it not true that if Canada were in
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danger of being invaded by orientals, or
by white races seeking to gain control of
this Dominion to the great detriment of our
population of eight and a quarter millions,
that we should take immediate steps to put
in force a policy of prohibition or exclu-
sion? That is the situation, I believe, which
threatens us to-day. That is thegreat issue
we are confronted with in the future unless
steps are speedily taken to offset the
threatened movement. As previous speakers
have explained measures will .have to be
taken to stop the immigration of oriental
and the growth of that population within
the country. Otherwise the time will not
be long in coming when we shall cease
to have a white Canada. I entirely
agree with the terms of the resolu-
tion and endorse it most heartily. In my
opinion the day has arrived when legisla-
tion along the lines indicated must be
enacted if we wish to preserve this country
for the white race. I believe the day is
past when we can depend upon merely
restrictive measures, or when we should
have recourse to “Gentleman’s Agreements”
in handling this question. What we must
decide upon is a policy of exclusion or pro-
hibition.

Let me endeavour briefly to describe the
local conditions in West Kootenay, and I
believe that in the statements I have to
make I shall be voicing the opinions of the
white residents of that constituency. Speak-
ing as a returned soldier, upon coming
back to Canada after a service of four
years service overseas, the inroads that the
orientals had made during the great war
at the expense of loyal Canadians heartily
sympathetic to our cause were very notice-
able to myself and my companions. When
the great struggle in Europe began
orientals were not present in excessive
numbers in the eastern part of British
Columbia. Returning when the war was
over, we found they had appeared in great
numbers and I as a returned man, voicing
the sentiments of returned men, object to
the condition in West Kootenay such as we
find existing to-day. We find that orientals
have secured greater control of our natural
resources and have improved their position
to such an extent that they are better off
financially than the average -citizen of
British Columbia. They took advantage
of the war period, when wages were high
and labour scarce, to secure a footing in

different industries to the extent that
it is almost impossible to dislodge
them to-day from places which



