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Againi il we want to keep our credit goed,
Mr. Speaker, we .must econosnize. Consider
ho~w serioualy we are affected. in -regard to
-the rate of exehange. At present oui
dollar is worth only 94t cents in New York;
Moreover, our exports are dereaing. «Il
our credit is to be maintained, we mnust
certainly economize. During -the war great
extravagance prevailed. This was perhaps
unavoldable but now that -the wa>r is at an
end there éhould be greater eoonorny in
public outlaye, and thé Government should
scrutinizemoet carefully the public, expendi.
ture. At tihe last session of Parlisment the
Mimaster of Finance eati2nated our expeni-i
ture this year would be $620,000,000 and that
our revenue rwould oply be'$280,000,000. I
would, therefore echo the adviee which my
hion. friend (Mr. J. H. Sinclair)--gave -the
Governinent, and tell them to economize in
every direction they cari. Let themn cut off
the expenditure on the Official, Record
which cse about $80,000, and de net, prob-
ably, worth 80 cents. Let the Govern.meni
alzoceut off private cars. An investigation
was held lby tihe Public Accounts Oomrnittee
last session, aitwhich it was eho'wn that the
repaire to one private car-which I thlnk
was formerly used by tlhe ex-minuater.'et
Militia and is now doubtless uded by his
successor-cost $30,000.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Shame.

Mr. PROULX: And etill -minisîters will
insiat upon trajvellingilu private icars. Last
sprlng there were as many as three, private
cars a'ttached to tihe sane train. Now that,
Mr. Speaker, xnea4ns a very large outlay. If
we want to reduce the -publié expenditure
econo.my muet be practised in aîl the de-
partzmenta. There ehould b. a pruning
down of the Civil Service to what theueatuai
necessities of the service, demand, snd no
more uuneoessary appointimentg ;huld ha
made. In spi-te of the urgent need foa
economy, we still see the Ci-vil Service, Cdi-
mission advertising for differént appoint-
rnents in ail kinda of lneçýectorships. There
,are inapectors fer potatoeand, Mor neaîly
eveiry, branch of agricultural iiduiatrl.
Sorne of these inspeeto>rs, 1 ýbé1ie4vé,1 di%
practically uselesa, sud tuie sêrviceeé whlôh.
they render are not, at g1l tomimensurale
with the cost to the country -whlch Îhe
poaitions entail.

There is one othen! matter towhicti 1
'would like briefiy ta refer. The G4verü-
ment has, epent a lot of money li sendlng
Dominion Police, or other police, around
the country to prosecute the poor defaulters.
I believe more mnoney has been spent for
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this purpose than has been collected in
fines imiposed on the defaulters. Sonne of
these police have been persecutors as well
as proiecutors, and have brought the de-
faultera long distances te trial. Only the
other day we read in the newapapers thât
defaulters were 'booug-ht lfromn the northern
part of Quebec to the city of Ottawa for
-trial.

These men should not have been brought
down here, a distance of three hýundred
miles, to b. tried before the magistrat. of
another province when they mn* ight just as
-vell have been d-éalt with by the local
magistrat. in Québec. Some of these so-
called de! aulters were found noV guilty,
being medically unfit, or .having been
regularly exempted, but by reason ofi he
course puraued- by the police authorities,
they were put to the expense, of travelling
expenses and counsel's fees.

As the Peace Treaty is signed, Mr.
Speaker, I would -appeal to the Goverriment
to exercise a little more clemency, and I
wish to direct my appeal to my hion. friend
the Miniater of Justice (.Mr. Doherty), who
is Acting Prime Minister. I know h. wants
peaoe and haýxnony to prevail in this coun-
try. Well, ,it seems to me that the best
means to brixig about that very d'esirable
condition would be to grant a general amn-
nes.ty, eapecially at such a time as this,
wlien we have amongst us His PRoyal'High-
nes the Prince. o ,f Wales', the future ruler
of this Empire. The French Governinent
have taken* the course I a-m suggesting, even
the German Government have done so, and
certainly thie la -an opportune time for a
general amnesty to b. grgnited. Why con-
tinue to prosecute thes poor fellowsP I b.-
lieve th-at at lest aeventy-five per cenlt o!
them are defaultera mxrough no f ault o! their
own. Most of them were honourably
exexnpted. They 'were mostly farmffers with
exemption certificates, either from the Local
Exemption Tribunal or fromn the Appeal
Pxemption Tribunal, and thought they weie
fies train military service, while othera were
medically uxrfit for service. I âgain urge,!
Mr. Speaker, that thé Governiment sholxld
recommend ta. His Excellency theGovernor
General the adoption of the course I1 haveý
suggested-tbe graniting of a general amn-

ne~te -niitary défaulters.

'Mr. AUGUSTE' THEOPHILE LEGER
(Kent, 'N.B.>: Mr. Speaker, I *have much
pleasure in adding My congratulations te
those already tendered te the zuover and
seconder of Vie Address. Boti gentlemen
performed their duty with credit te thein-


