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nouncing that His Excellency would pro-
ceed to the Senate Chamber at 3 p.m. on
this day for the purpose of formally opening
the session of the Dominion Parliament.

A message was delivered by Lieut.-Col.
Ernest J. Chambers, Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod, as follows:

Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the Governor
General desires the immediate attendance of

this honourable House in the”Chamber of the
honourable the Senate.

Accordingly the House went up to the
Senate Chamber.

Then the Hon. Edgar N. Rhodes, Spefzker-
elect, said: 3

May it please Your Excellency,

The House of Commons have elected me as
their Speaker, though I am but little able to
fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.
If in the performance of those duties, I should
at any time fall into error, I pray that the
fault may be imputed to me, and not to the
Commons, whose servant I am.

The Honourable the Speaker of the Senate
addressing the Homourable the Speaker of
the Commons then said:

Mr. Speaker, T am commanded by His
Excellency the Governor General to assure you
that your words and actions will constantly
receive from him the most favourable con-
struction.

VThen His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral was pleased to open Parliament by a
Speech from the Throne.

And the House beinz returned te the
Commons Chamber:

BILL INTRODUCED.

Bill No. 1, respecting the Administration
of Oaths of+Office.—Hon. J. D. Hazen.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. J. D. Hazen moved:

That a special committee be appointed to
prepare and report with all convenient speed
lists of members to compose the Select Stand-
ing Committees of this House under Rule 10;
said committee to be composed of Sir Robert
Borden, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Messrs. Reid,
Pugsley, Stanfield and Pardee, and that that
portion of Rule No. 10 limiting the number of
members of the said committee be suspended
in relation thereto.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT PRESENTED.

Joint report of the Librarians of Parlia-
ment.—Mr. Speaker.

[Mr. Speaker.]

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to in-
form the House that, when the House did
attend His Excellency the Governor General
this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excel-
lency was pleased to make a speech to both
Houses of Parliament. To prevent mistakes
I have obtained a copy, which is as follows:

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the House of'Commona:

E desire on this occasion to express my

respectful appreciation of the honour con-
ferred on me by the King in .appointing me
to the distinguished office of Governor
General.

I esteem it a high privilege to become closely
identified with Canada at the time when she is
taking so splendid a part in the world-wide
struggle, and I look forward to her ability
and capacity to exercise an ever-increasing
influence in bringing the war to a victorious
conclusion.

‘When peace is again happily restored I am
confident that: the vast resources of the
Dominion will ‘continue to be developed for the
lasting benefit of the Empire and in the best
interests of liberty and humanity.

Although nearly two and a half years have
elapsed since the outbreak of war yet that
period has not been more than sufficient for
the enormous preparation necessary to enable
our Empire to throw its full strength into the
struggle.

The events that have transpired since pro-
rogation give convincing testimony of the
efficiency of the measures thus taken and bear
splendid tribute to the valour and heroism of
His Majesty’s forces in every theatre of war.

With preparation already so ample and still
increasing we may confidently anticipate that
the not distant future will bring such success
to the allied arms as will assure the full main-
tenance of the purposes and ideals for which
we have engaged in this war.

The Canadian forces dispatched overseas
during 1916 numbered more than 165,000 and
the aggregate of enlistments in Canada since
the outbreak of war is nearly 400,000, 1In
attack as well as in defence the valour, endur-
ance and resourcefulness of the Canadian
troops have been conspicuous on every occa-
sion when they have met the enemy, and they
have splendidly upheld the highest traditions
of their country.

Equally notable and impressive has been the
fine spirit of loyalty displayed by the people
of this Dominion who have freely dedicated
their energies and their material resources to
the common defence of our Empire.

Steps have been taken by my advisers for
better organization of National Service, and
attention has been given to the more thorough
utilization of our natural resources. Measures
have also been taken in co-operation with the
Government of the United Kingdom to facili-
tate the increased production of munitions in
Canada.

The Government of the United Kingdom have
invited the First Ministers of the Dominions
to attend a series of special and continuous
meetings of the War Cabinet (of which for this
purposz they will be members) to consider urgent



