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to help him in re-forming the Government
if it can he re-formed. 1 think that the only
question that is left for the House to con-
sider is whether the delay I have asked
from to-day until three o'clock on Tuesday
is an unreasonable delay. If it is an ua-
reasonable delay it should not be granted.
But I claim that. under the circumstances
the delay which I have asKed is more for
the convenience of the members, while at
the same time it will facilitate the work of
the Premier by not putting him to the neces-
sity of attending his parlinmentary duties,
but will allow him to go to work and asecer-
tain, as well as is possible in that short
time., whether he can reconstruct the Gov-
ernment or not. These. Mr. Speaker, are
really the reasons why the delay is asked.
The hon. gentleman has criticised the con-
duct of the Government in filling the
vacancies which have occurred. I think
that the Government were acting within
their constitutienal rights in tilling va-
cancies and in carrying on the publie busi-
ness. The hon. gentleman Knows that last
session the Premier pledged himself to the
House that these vacancies should be ftilled
at the very beginning of the next—that is
the present—session. For this reason. and
in any case. the strictly counstitutional duty
as well as the undoubted right of the Gov-
ernment was to fill these vacancies.
Government has not ceased to be an ad-
visory and executive body ;
abdicated any of the privileges which it
possessed previous to the erisis which has
taken place.  The hon. gentleman has re-
ferred to the statement made by the
Premier yesterday that he hoped to-day to
be able to give information in refereuce to
the filling of the vacant portfolios. I think
he has lost no time, he has shown how
much in earnest he was in the promise he
made to Parliament ; for. ever since vester-
day he has been in communication with His
Excellency, and the result of these com-
munications has been the statement which
I have laid before you.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I) I had the honour
last night to attend a sitting of the Senate
and to listen to the official statement made
by the leader of the Government there, and
I am somewhat disappointed that the pro-
mise he then made in most equivoeal lan-
guage has not been implemented. I would
Hke to know if the same statement read by
the hon. leader of the House has been read
by the Premier in the Senate.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes, exactly the
same,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.LI) 1 can hardly con-
ceive, after the language the hon. Premier
used last night—language used with great
care and twice repeated—that he weould
positively make a statemient with reference
to filling up of the vacancies in the Gov-
‘ernment. how he could make a statement
such as the hon. gentleman has read to this

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.
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‘ Holise. There is no denying that that state-
;ment as read to this House alters the
course which probably the Opposition would
“sce fit to take upon this oceasion. But 1
“challenge, just at this moment, the correct-
"ness of two observations made by my hon.
-friend opposite (Sir Adolphe Carom). One
.was with respect to the construction he put
;upon the language by my hon. leader. 1
~did not understand my leader to say that
.the purpose of asking the House to ad-
;Journ was to enable a conspiracy to be en-
i tered into with respect to the formation of
‘a Government. but that the result of such
cadjournment would be to enable conspira-
, tors to carry out their designs. There is no
cone on cither side of the House who doubts
i that there is at the present moment a vast
feonspiracy on foot to oust the present
tleader from his position and to prevent this
. House meeting to give an answer to the
!'speech with which His Excellency opened
;the session. I have met no one in the
: House or out of it who doubts that such is
the case. The mon can be named. their
;names are men*oned in the daily press
i the means thew are taking to conspire, the
fpersons they fre using to carry out the con-
ispiracy and to attain the objeet they have
tin view are woll known, Nothing could bn»
| further from the thoughts of the hen.
leader ¢f the Opposition than that His Ex-
celleney or any one connccted with him was
a party to this object of this conspiracy.
But whao the hon. gentleman did say—and
I do not Kuzsw how the leader of the House
could have misunderstood it—was that the
result of this extended adjournment would
be to give aid and comfort to these con-
spirators and to enable them to complete
their nefarious work.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1I) Well, Sir. * nefari-
ous work” is a very strong expression to
use, but I think that the circumstances
quite justify it. This is not an attempt
made by an organized Opposition to defear
the existing Government in a proper way.
Why, Sir., we all welcome that, there is not
a man on either side of the House but likes
a fair, open fight. ‘What is despised, and
what ought to be looked down upon. is
the attempt of those within the family
cirele to conspire against and to defeat
their own leader and their own friends.
There is another remark which fell from
the hon. gentleman—passing from that
branch of the subject entirely—which I
would challenge ; and I wish to observe that
I am confining my remarks merely to the
length the adjournment should take, and not
discussing the many subjects to which 1

ad hoped to eall the attention of the House
to-day. There is another observation which
he made, and which I think on reflection he
will see has not been well considered, and
that is that it is for the convenience of
members that this adjournment should take




