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MIr. I)ESJ ARDIN$S(Hochelaga). Ilhave enquired
into the qualifications of Mr. Desjardins since objec-
tion was raised by the hon. ieiber for Quebec
(Mr. Langelier), and from the testinmonies I have
received I have no douht that he is well qualified.

Mr. LA NG ELIER. From whom did you receie
the testimonies?

Mir. DESJARDINS (Hochelag). Froim several
meibers ofthe Local Legislature wlothave seen hîiim
at work. Since that time lie has been praetising
stenography, and fron all the information I ca.n
gather he is well qualified. I do not know lhow to
·t tke anv better ueans of judging lhis fitness.

Nr. LANGCELIER. Iow nanyî words a minute
can he write?

N. DESJARI)INS (Holbelaga). I know le can
writefast enough to perforimî the work satisfactorily,

Mr. LA URIER. • It wouîld have been a very
simple natter to test hIimi ibefore the coimittee.

Mr. DES.JARI)INS (Hochelaga). I think tie
testimouies we received from those who have seen
liimî at work, are worth as miiucli as that of the
mlienher for Quebe cWest wlio', knows nothingabolut
Mr1. v.Desjardins'is jualificat ions except from hearsay.

M1r. CHOQU ETT E. (Translation.) There would
bpe a v-ery easy way of settling this question.. Per-
sonally i have iiot the slightest objectioni to Nir.
l)esjardinîs; but, as well as the lion. inember foir
Quelbec Centre (NIr. Lanîgelier) I also liavegone
down to Quebee since the report was presentd to
tle iu .use, and have heard several people speak of
NIr. Desjardin. ,nQuebec lawyers anid .stenographers
told me tiat lie could not take down one hundred
wîords a minute. Ñow, if lie does not write one
liundred words a iminute lie is hardly capable of
takiig down evilence in a court of justice, ,ucueh
less is lie able to take down the debates in this
Hoise. As I said iii the begiining, I have no
objection to his appointiient, but I think a way
of solving the diflicu-lty would be to submiit himîn to
an exaiiiniiaLtion. If lie soliild not prove colipetent
let himîî not be appointed : if lie be so, tie
appoint h im. As to what the hon. menber for
St. Niaurice (Mir. I)esaulniers) said of the Frencli
Debates, lie is perfectly right. I am ready to vote
foir the complete ab>olitioin of the Han.an/ in both
i uîiguages.

Mr. )ESAULNIERS. (Translation.) I have a
persoial kiowledge of .Nlr. I)esjardis's compet-
en-y, and durinîgthe nie years that I have been
a inember of the Quebec Legislatur'e, I know that
this gentleriani took doi wn all the speeches verlbatii
As to uumy other reiarks concerning the F-ench
translators of the l)ebates, I would not say that
thev are unable to fulfil the duties of tlheir posi-
tion, foir I knov somîe of thei who are excellent
translators ; but I maintain tliat several of thein,
aiong others, the chief, Mr. Beaulieu, have a task
lbeyond their strength, and surely tlhis is not
justice.

Motion agreed to on division.

INLAND REVENUE ACT A NIENDNIENTS.
Mr. COSTIGAN noved for leave to introduce

Bill (No. 71) furtler to anend the Inland Revenue
Act. He said : The first section of this Act anends
section 7 of the present Act. The present Act is
a >plicable to all parts of the Doiinion except the
North-West Territories and the District of Kee-

watin. We propose to chiange tlhat, aind the
amiended law will be applicable to aIl parts of Can,-
ada except Keewatin. the North-West Territories
comuing îunder the provision of the license system.

Mr. LAURIER. What part of the Act?

Mr. COSTIAN. The whole Act. Tliere is a
provisb as follows

"Provided further, that the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue may, wliere for any reason lie deens it iii the publie.
interest to do so, refuse tu issue any liceise authorized by
this Act."

h'lie pPeseit Act provides that all parties applyiig
for a liceise. whio have complied with the rules laid
down,eanî iisist îupon tgettinug a license. It was tioughit.
in the initerest of the revenue that the Minister
should have pover to refuse a license,-for instance,
w-hen the applicant hiad alrealy forfeited a license
for violating the law. 'hen there is a change in
section 5 of the Act of 1,491, with regard to the bot-
tlinîg of spirits. Tlhat Act restriets the bottler as to
whaut lie mnay put uîponî the bottle. 'e fidtl it
necessary to go further and to mîîake it obligatory
thuat lie shall plut uponî the .bottle the iaie and ad-
dress of the Ibottler. Theli otiier chanîge is witi
respect to section 274 of the Inlandl leveuie Act,
regaîrdinîg the mhaniufacture of eigars. As the law
iow stands cigaurs îimay i' abenumufactureul iii packages

of three or six or upwards. It is proposel to change
the liw in tithis respect, and declare that while
ciegars iay be put up iin packages of three or six or
more. they shal not he sohl froi the factory iii lots
of less tlhani 10(). 'l'he reason for this chantge is that
the ex tenisioni of the privilege und1er the preseit law
lias eunalled muîanîufactureurs to do a retail business.
Thiese are al! thie changes in the Bill.

Motioi agreed to. andt lBill read the first time.

MESSAGE RO I HlS EX('ELLEN(Y.

ANIr. FOS'E. presented a lessage fromi His Ex-
cellency the (overnor General.

.\r. SPEAKER read the h lessage, as follows

STANLE Y OF PRESTON.
Thei Goverinor General transmits to the Hbuse of Con-

mons. a copy of a despjatch which he has reeeived from
the Righit Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colo-
niies in rely to an Address to lier Majesty raying that
lier Majesty would take such steps as mUglith e necessary
to leuiince ( and terminate the provision-s contained in
the niost-faivoured-nuation clauses of the Treaties w ith the
Germain Zollverein and the Kingdoi of Belgium.
GOvERNMENT House.

011.tii.A, 21st A pril, 192.

Ca nada-Genera. .
Lord Knutef<n-d to Lord Stantley ,f Pre-ton.

DowNING STREET, 2nd April, 1892.
Mv LoRi.-I have the honour to inform you that Her

Majesty's Governument have given very careful considera-
tion to your despatch, No. 276. of the 22nd October, 1891,
in which you transmitted an Address to lier Ma jesty froum
the Senate and House of Commons of Canada in Parkament
assembled, praying that lier Majesty would take such
steps as maight be necessary to denounce and terminate
the provisions referred to (iii the Address) in the Treaties
with the German Zollverein and the Kingdomof Beigium.

2. I duly laid the Address before lier Majesty, who was
pleased to receive it very graciously, and to command
that it should be referred to the Departments of Her
Majesty's Government which are concerned with the
subject-matter. This has been done, and it is now my
duty to communicate to you the following reply:-

3. The two clauses referred to are Article XV in the
Ang lo-Belgiuiî Treaty, and Article VII in the Anglo-
Zoliverein Treaty, and the uidoubted effect of these two

1469 1470


