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read at the Table on behalif of the Auditor counts of the expenditure of Cainada during
General. This petitioln s Ows ,that the Au- its earlier history, and since the creation

ditor General feels that il his present posi- of the office here, ean have no doubt what-

tion and with the resources at his com e er that the office of Auditor General, aind

mand lie will not be abl to properly dis- the disclarge of the duties of that office
charge those duties whiclh Pariament ha i efficient and stisftoy in
imposed upon him. Therefe is a stroing sense of the biglist consequenee to the good gov-
of duty and a keen sense of unfair treatient ernrnent of the eountry. Lt is true, the
pervading this petition. It is of special con- Auditor Gencral lias certain duties to dis-
sequence to the Hlouse of Couimmons that ge in connection witiî the adiiuistrative
this petition should receive very full con- Work of the Government but, as an auditor
sideration. Fromi it.ilt is clear that lie holds o pt lie is îot an officer of the
he is denied the necessary strenîgth to en-xUeutive at ail, but an oticer of tlis
able him to effieiently discharge the dutiesbuse. le was intended by the law to b
that pertain to lis office as Auditor Gene-plaeed under the protection of tlii3Ilouse
ral, thait lie is denied the ability to rewairtidfld. if lie is leait %ithlvcxatiously, if lie is
honest service, in the same way tiat per- subjected to embarrassients and (itheulties
sons at the head of other branches of the b being denied eîther the aid or the pecuni-
public serviee a re periniitted to do, Illid tliat tr-y resources necessary to the carrying on
lie is denied the riecessary ieste cure Of te ischork of his otfice, it hs proper for

the highest efficiency in the publicerst Iio t bring that matter under the atte-

in the departulient over which lie pr(Lsi(les. tien of tisf huse aund it is roper for this

Prom that petition we grader tîa-t lie liashouse to affordtion ih the iecessary pro-

0 1 ecwok oathdGoernme t N; ldb ot uitor

made represeootations to taepMinisteronfit t th
oroierc thine ateal lie at te end of the

Whplaced under the protectionroftthibiHouse ;

partient, he is authorized to officially coin-
municate, and that those representations
have not been heeded, that the commnunica-
tions which hle has addressed to the Min-
ister earnestly setting forth the duties of
the office, the amount of labour involved,
the interests whici it is intended to protect,
have not been answered. This otice, be-
yond any other office in the public service,
is one in which this House has special
interest, and the officer is rather the officer
of this House, than an officer of the Gov-
erniment. He states in the communication
which he has addressed to theE louse, that
so long as Sir John Macdonald lived, lie
had his cordial support in the discharge of
his duties, but that during the past two years
his relations to the Government in the dis-
charge of the duties as Auditor General
have been less satisfactory than before.
The importance of the case is brouglit be-
fore us by the statement of the fact that
there is $40,00,000 of expenditure made
annually, which requires to be properly
audited, and it is his duty to see that every
dollar is used for the purpose for which it
Is voted, if used at all, and fcr no other
purpose. The importance of the office bas
béen recognized long since in England,
and those who have studied the public ac-
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next year unable to make a proper report,
unable to give to the louse the information
which it requires, and were he to assign as
an excuse for the failure to conform to the
la w, that the necessary means were not
placed at his disposal for that purpose. Tbis
House ds entitled to know what are the re-
lations between its Auditor and the Gxovern-
ment ; and if the Government withholds
from him tha.t ·pecuniary support necessary
to the proper diseharge of his duties, it is
bis business to report that fact to this
flouse. There was a time in the history of
the English Government when the chief
fr.netion of the House of Commons was
to vote subsidies, whe'n the redress of
grievances and the work of legislation were
solely under the control of the Crown and
when the House of Commons sougbt to
secure the redress of its grievances by
petition to the Crown, asking that the Crown
should legislate in a partiicular way. These
petitions generally reia.ted to eneroachiments
on the part of the Crown on the customury
law of the c ou.ntry, and nearly all the legis-
lation carried on 'by Parliament for cen-
turies was nothing more than the restraint
of the Crown from sucli encroachments
and the restoration of the ancient usage.
The great function of the House of
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