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read at the Table on behalf of the Auditor ; counts of the expenditure of Camada during
General. This petition shows that the Au-,its earlier history, and since the creation
ditor General feels that in his present posi- . of the office here, can have no doubt what-
tion and with the resources at his com- . ¢ver that the office of Auditor General, and
mand he will not be able to properly dis- ;the discharge of the duties of that office
charge those duties which Parliament hasin an efficient and satisfactory manuer, are
imposed upon him. There is a strong sense ; Of the highest consequence to the good gov-
of duty and a keen sense of unfair treatment @ etnment of the country. It is true, the
pervading this petition. It is of special con- Auditor General has certain duties to dis-
sequence to the House of Commons thatcharge in connection witi the administrative
work of the Governmeut ; but, as an auditor
of appropriations, he is not an officer of the
executive at all, but an oflicer of this
able him to efficiently discharge the duties | House. He was intended by the law to be
that pertain to his office as Auditor Gene- Dlaced under the protection of this House ;
ral, that he is denied the ability to reward ;and, if he is dealt with vexatiously, if he is
honest service, in the same way that per- ;subjected to embarrassments and ditliculties
sons at the head of other branches of the : by being denied either the aid or the pecuni-
" public service are permitted to do, and that | Ary resources necessary to the carrying on
he is denied the necessary means Lo secure | of the work of his office, it is proper for
the highest efficiency in the public interest | him to bring that matter under the atten-
in the department over which he presides. tion of this House ; and it is proper for this
From that petition we gather that he has IHouse to afford to him the necessary pro-
made representations to the Minister, with | tection and relief. It would be a most im-
whom, by the law which created his de-;breper thing were he at the end of the
partment, Le is authorized to officially com- | XU year unable to make a proper report,
municate, and that those representations unable to give to the House the information
have not been heeded, that the cominunica- | Which it requires, and were he to assign as
tions which he has addressed to the Min- 41 eXcCuse for the failure to conform to the
ister earmestly setting forth the duties of  1aW, that the necessary means were not
the office, the amount of labour involved, | Placed at his disposal for that purpose. This
the interests which it is intended to prdi:ect, House is entitled to know what are the re-
have not been answered. This office, be- | lations between its Auditor and the Govern-
yond any other office in the public service, | ment ; and if the Government withholds
is one im which this House has special | from him that pecuniary support necessary
fnterest, and the officer is rather the officer | to the proper discharge of his duties, it is
of this House, than an officer of the Gov-|Dbis business to report that fact to this
- ernment. He states in the communication | House. There was a time in the history of
which he has addressed to the House, that|the English Government when the chief
so long as Sir John Macdonald lived, he|fvnction of the Iouse of Commons was
- had his cordial support in the discharge of [ to vote subsidies, when the redress of

his duties, but that during the past two years | grievances and the ‘work of legislation were
his relations to the Government in the dis-| solely under the comtrol of the Crown and
charge of the duties as Auditor General| when the House of Commons sought to
have been less satisfactory than before. | secure the redress of its grievances by
The importance of the case is brought be- | petition to the Crowa, asking that the Crown
fOre us by the statement of the fact that should legislate in a particular way. These
th-ere_ is $40,000,000 of expenditure made petitions generally related to encroachments
annually, which requires to be properly | on the part of the Crown on the customary
audited, and it is his duty to see that every | law of the country, and nearly all the legis-
dollar is used for the purpose for which it | lation carried on by Parliament for cen-
is voted, if used at all, and fcr no other | turies was nothing more than the restraint
~ purpose. The importance of the office has |of the (Crown from such encrdachments
been ‘recognized long since in England, | ard the restoration of the ancient usage.
and those who have studied the public ac- | The 'greaft function of the House of
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this petition should receive very full con-
sideration. From it, it is clear that he holds
“he is denied the necessary strength to eun-




