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friend has in the city of Belleville, and his knowledge of the
manner itrwhich this work bas been condected in the past,
bas neceAAitated the action which has been taken at the in-
stance of the m"ayor and'corporation, and every man in the
city of Blleville Who desires to see that harbor improved.

Mr. BURDET,. I am not disputing with the Minister
of Custoýms as te the principle of the Bill. I quite agree that
the city onght te keep its engagements with the Govern-
ment and provide the meney that they agreed te provide
te improve the harbor. I see the name of the Minister
of Marine -is on the back of this Biti, but the Minister of
Castous will remember that the name of the hon. member
for West Hastings (kr. Gorby.) is upon the back of the
first Bill tiat *as introduced relating te the same mat
ter. I see-no objection te the principle of the Bill at all.
In fature it will be well to understand that the Government
has con.trol over it, so that there will be no more biekerings
in, the city as there have beon in the past.

Bill reported,- and read the third time and passed.

WESTERN COUNTIES RAILWAY.

irzJOhN THOMPSON moved second reading of Bill
(No. 127) respectinig the Western Counties Railway.

Mr. JONES (Halifax). I mentioned the other day to
the Minister of Juetice, in connection with this Bill, the re.
marks which Lad been made ver y generally respecting the
advertiseenntt regard g the contract. The advertisement
came out on th 19th larch, and tenders were called for;
ndtice was given that the specifications could be seen on
the 28th of March, and that tende s would be received on
the 8th of Aprif, allowing eleven days. It did appear to
those who had looked into the matter that eleven days was
a very short time to allow competitors to examine plans
and specifications for a work involving an expenditure of
half a million dollars; and it did look upon the face of it,
as if there was some intention on the part of the Govern.
ment, or some predetermination of the part of the depart.
ment, te give that work to some parties who bad the favor
of the Administration. It was not considered by those who
were competent to speak upon the subject, that the time
was sufficient for the coinpetitors or contractors te come
here, snd éxamine the plans and specifications and put in
their tenders. With regard to the Bi, of course, it is all
right.

Sir JOHN TIIOMPSON. I did net know until the bon.
gentleman mentioned it the other day, that the time had
been as short as he said. I will make enquiries and be able
te explain before the third reading of tho Bil. There has
been no predetermination, and I an net aware that any
Minister bas been aware that so short a period was allowed.
The hon, gentleman remembers the explanation I gave when
the Bil was introduced. We confirmed in 1887 the agree-
ment with this company, which authorised the Min ister of
Railways to enter upon the work and spend the b00,00U
which was provi Jed for in the agreement for the comple-4
tion of the railwby between Anr2apolis and Digby. la oidera
to remote any doubts it bas been considered desirable that@
there should be a parliamentary authority, irrespective of1
the confirmation of the agreement for the exceut on of this
work, and to make applicable the Expropriation Act, the
Railays Act, and other enactments bearing upon the sub-
ject. It may be necessary, in order te accomplish some
slight diversions, te expropriate some small pieces of land.

Motion agreed to, Bill read the second time, and House
resoited itself int Oomnuittee.

referred ? I suppose the First Minister has charge of that
business at present.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes.
Sir RICHA RD CAR1UWRlGHT. Has the contract been

Awarded ?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I do not know.
Sir RICHA RD CARTWRIGHT. Because there is no

doubt that so short a time as 11 days would make the tend.
ering a farce.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. We will ascertain about
that.

Bill reported, and read the third tiie and passed.

BRITISH COLUMBIA-CONVEYANCE OF LANDS.

Mr. DEWDNEY moved second reading of Bill (No. 128)
to provide for the conveyance of certain lands in British
Columbia.

Motion agreed to, Bill read the second time, and House
resolved itself into Committee.

(ln the Committee.)

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Will the Minister explain the
reason wby the Government are reconveying these lands
to the Province of British Columbia?

Mr. DEWDN EY. As I explained the other day, this is
a smabll potion of land which it is proposed to re-convey to
British Columbia, on account of a misurderstanding that
arose at the time the railway belt was conveyed to the
Dominion. British Columbia was entitled tô the pre-
emptions and land grants made at that time, and this
portion about which some misunderstanding arose was in
what are known as the Sumes lands. An arrangement hed
been made with Mr. Derby te reclaim a certain section of
land there for which h was to receive 45,000 acres. He
failed in his contract, and this was at a time subsequent to
the arrangement with respect to the railway beit. It was
supposed, when the settlement Bill was passed, an arrange-
ment was made by Sir Alexander Campbell, who was sent
over as a Oommibsioner to arrange this matter with tho
British «Columbia Government, that this land had been in-
cluded in the pre-emption lands for which the British Colum-
bia Gcovernrment transferred to us 3,000,00 acres in the
Pcace River country. It was subsequently found upon en-
quiry that ihese 45,000 acies in the Sumas distriot belonged
te Britih Columbia In the meatntime we have been dealing
with thefu as had the British Columbia Government. There
were 200,000 acres reserved, ont of which these 45,000 acres
Weie to be selected, and by arrangement between the two
Governments entries wereallowed to be taken by the British
Columbia Government and sales made, and the money was
held subject to final ariangement. It was subsequently
foaund that British Columbia bad been dealing with more than
45,000 acres. When this was ascertained, the Government
stopped it, and awaited the arrivai of Mr. Robson last
summer. When he arrived it was determinied to allow the
British Columbia Government to retain the amounat of the
land up to 45,000 acres which they had dealit with, and this
Act is fbr the purpose of enabling them to issue patents,
which they thought they had a right to do when they were
dealing with it.

Bill repoited, and read the third time and passed.

STEAMBOAT INSPECTION ACT.
(In the Committee.) Mr. TUPPER moved second reading of Bill (No. 1?0)

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Has tis contract been further to amend tbe Steamboat Inspection Att, chapter 78
awâÈded t which the h.on. metibr tfor Halifax (Er. Jotes) ' of the Revised Statutesi
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