
In this saine period, intergovernimefltal cooperation lias been achieved on other fronts. The

Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT), for instance, lias as its object the removal of non-tariff

barriers to interprovincial trade. This entails both "negative integration" (prohibiting certain

practices) and "positive integration" (requiring certain steps be taken tc> harmonize provincial

laws and stnad). Criticism lias been levekid at the non-bmndmg çharacter of the AIT, and the

sluggish movemnent toward full implem ntain but it does represent an innovative mechanism

for achieving uniformity in provincial policy ara.The 1999 Social Union frarnework

agreement suggests that cooperation also can be scrdaround social policy goals. IBut the

skeletal nature of the agreemnent, together with the circuinstances in which it was cornpleted,

sugs that it may be a lesscr coninitmlent than the one madle by First Ministers to the economiC

union. I return to the subject of the Social Union agreement below.

Federal or Provincial?
Provinces are as fully capable of respecting international hurnan riglts norms as the federal

government, and as fully ciilpable for having ignored those norms as lias the federal goveniment.
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