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OFFICE FUANTTORE

1. -STAUCTURZ AR PEIYURMARCE-

trha Catadiad office Pypniruré manwiancouriag- sector An¢ludas 2atablishoents
angaged i the produccion of métad, wood and giher wffles jurmiture. The
gacror la idéntifiad. as (19807 SI 184 - Offime Pyrnicuré Industriea = and iz

furcher divided [ngo SIC 2641 - Motal Office Furnicura Indyetry -~ and
51C 2649 - Dfher Office Furnitura Induscriss.

Mecal office furnicure products cposiscing aalaly of desksd, chairs asd Eiling
*equipmnu: currently acesunt £dr 351 of the sactor'a shipmgn:s, wond , and d:hﬂt
pffice Furmiture JO% apd screens and papel sysCamd about 134+ Eur:haaers 14
theas praducts ara zalsgly: corpocatibns,. {nstitutiond and Zdvermmencs for atl
types -of offica apzce. Domand, cherefore, depends tpon’ naw commezeial
conatrustion; tecrofitting aod large scdls repla:emen:s.

;In tatal, the sactor dccouncs [or gmual - shipmenta af 5530 million wiz h
empleyment of 7,800 parsons. ExpoTtls play dn 4ncreazingly significan: tola-

ind im 1983 amnun:ed ke 522% tiliion or 42% of Faccory shipgents. Icporgs
zacisfy dbour BX af Cthe domosclc markat demand.

In farms of the overall Caradicn memufacturing ‘sastor, offlice furnifura
activity 18 minimal reproseoting less tham gme half nf cma pat cent of ‘toeal
manufzerneing shippents and Emplﬂ?mnnt-

as im othet sectoga af ‘the furniturs ‘ipdusecy, the bulk of offlce furnituza
papufacturers can bé classified in the small ta madium 9ize cacegory whad
vigwaed from tha sspact of Che mumbeér af amployees per .Zorsblishoeac. Huuuvar,
vhen compared with Ehe, houdahald fnzpicuce “lodudesy, thera ara ‘gbout twlce aa-
Aany employees par estahlishunt.' In 1932. of cha total of 143
establichments, 162 og TOT. auployed laas tham 50 and accounced ‘for sabout 207
of dhipments. Fiftesn nar cent af che establishments gmplaved mora chan 10

and accountad for 52%.0f shipments-

The soccor ia maloly Canadian: awrned alnhuugh a number of the larze U.5. office
panufacturers oparate subgldiaries inm fanzda. In addition, somn of che macs
succusaful Cagadign axporters hava establisbed plancs ia the U.3.

The Prnvlncas of Quebec, Gatatia and Albarca have cradicionally supplied che
bilk @f sffice Furnitucrs wich Dncarie and Quebec being tha majors factpra. Ia
1960; fuebee sroduced’ 33T af l:m:a.I. shipmedcs, Onrario 4477 and Albdcta 22, 3¥
157k, the proportions were I7E, Gl% and 2% raspectively and la 198 wera® 221%,
Tzz“and,sz. In all of che poovincsa, magt. ot She iodustry ta locaied io
zacTapolitan drand.

-ihvar che pariod 197i- l?ﬁl, :he afELaa :urni:ura {njuatry experianced s
selacively stroag cate of graweh. In wonsgans 1971 dollars, shipmencs
{inareased Erom 379 willdon co 5150 ptllign for aa ennual gverage chaage of
+9%. This tate of 5ruw:h waa ‘higher than cha incraasa of the damescle markec
4a the portich af exporta -grew frda 1l& to 4% of swezor ghipmeacs -

‘The periad of" ‘SLToOE ETOWCh aaded wich che recassion in 1982 as caszercial
copAtTUction was cuf back. ia a-reault, 1f" is oscicated :ba: dompdnies ars

oo¥ aperatiog 4L 702 o 158 of capaci:y.

Tha ipdugtyy has _regularly genera:ed anmuzi profics-and 1la Tessnt -yeats -the
af er Cax retusng have been improwliog. The debr ta equicy ratfa Far che
geecar 1§ about 0.15.

‘2. STEFEGINS A HRARNESERS

aj Strmctural

e pffice furniture fndustry L4 :9imiles to many other Zanadisn. Induscrias
in chat it iz 3trnngly taflusnced by accivizias lo the U.5.4..40d ta a

P A



