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The Confliet in Kashmir

Kashmir is a Muslim majority state which opted for India at the time of independence.

Uîdiappy with this, Pakistan lias always contested the legal validity of Kashmir's accession to

India and insists on a plebiscite to decide the issue. India, on the other hand, considers Kashm

accession to India final and is opposed to a plebiscite.

The Kashmir problem is unlikely to be resolved in the near future. Botli sides have tak

inflexible positions and negotiations in the past have borne few positive resuits. H1opes were

raised in 1972 when Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Bhutto met an*d cliscussed Kasbmir an~d other

problems. An important aspect of the arent arrived at during these negotiato (known a

the Simla Agreement) was that both sides agreed to solve the Kaslimir prollem peacefully. In

fact, it is generaliy believed that Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Bhiutto came t<o a sece undexstanding,

according to which Paksa was gradually to accept the statua quo, leaving most of Kashmir

with India. However, Mr. Bhutto, faced with opposition from politia aivals in Pakistn

changed bis mind. Within six months of the Simla Agreement lie was reported to be saying thL

of a negotiated stlmn eevdaf


