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I  PROPOSED FUNCTIONS AND BACKGROUND

The primary function of the proposed UN verification agency (UNVA) would
be to promote and enhance verification and compliance with arms control initiatives
-- including multilateral disarmament and arms limitation treaties, as well as
confidence-building and unilateral measures undertaken by countries. The proposed
agency would deal mostly with treaties being negotiated under the auspices of the
United Nations (including the Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament), but it
would not be prohibited from playing a role in regional and bilateral treaties, if

requested by the parties (e.g., the superpowers) to do so.

The UNVA could also carry out ad hoc verification of activities at the request
of the inspected party (or with its permission) where no provisions exist within treaties
to cover such a request. For instance, as a disarmament treaty is being negotiated
states might invite the agency to carry out special inspections as a confidence-building
measure. Once the treaty is signed, increased inspection activities could begin and
valuable international expertise could be gained. Finally, when the treaty enters into
force (after a given number of ratifications), the agency could carry out full activities

as provided for in the treaty (i.e., treaty-specified verification).

The agency could also serve as an umbrella organization to tie together various
existing and planned "single-treaty" verification organizations. As the need arises, the
tasks of the agency could be broadened to include verification of the arms control
provisions within peace treaties, cease-fire accords and unilateral declarations (such as
troop withdrawals). The agency could eventually serve as an investigative arm of the
United Nations.

The powers of the agency would vary from agreement to agreement and might
include measures for data collection, data evaluation and possibly responding to
violations. In order to explore some possibilities for the structure and function of the

agency, several questions are posed and discussed in this paper.



