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An address by the Prime Minister, Mr. St. Laurent, to
delivered by radio from Colombo,

the people of Ceylon,
March 3, 1954,

t I am indeed grateful for this opportunity of speaking
O the people of Ceylon. I bring you wapm and friendly
gﬁeetings from the people of Canada. My daughter, my son,
e other members of our party and I have all been deeply
has surrounded us since our

:ouched by the friendliness which
rival in Ceylon Sﬂndaé afternoon. We are also most grateful
overnor-General, to your distinguished

to His Excellency, the
your Government and to

Prime Minister, Sir John Kotelawala, to
Dudley Senanayake, for the very cordial

:y good friend, Mr.
Ospitality they have extended to us. Your Island and your
People are indeed as hospitable and attractive as I have
always imagined them to be.

have always t

f cocoput pal
something

hought of Ceylon as a
ms and spice groves and

We Canadians
of your history, reaching

'tgzeéY,dtropical land ot

ardens. We know 00

back into mythologicai tim;s - the legend of your Singhaj the

ancient irrigation works puilt by ypur early kings, some of
and your many noble capitals

ich are operating even todays

¥hich Stillprevealgthe artistic genifgs of your people. We

Ve been glad to learn more of all t 1:hgurin% ogr stiydin
nd 4 to see something of P esent day

L Just a3 we WeTH g f the new university

activities like the rapld development O
Campus and halls at Peradeniyae :
ast few years, Canadians have also begun
to learn sgﬁﬁiﬁﬁn;hgfpyour dayzto-day 1ife and your practical
Problems, We had already watched with great interest your
constitutional development which culminated in 1948 in your
ecoming like ourselves & democratic self-governing member of

e Commonwealth.
eeding years Ceylonese and Canadians have
Often met ggdtegrzzgctogetgera 1 have had the privilege of
meeting both the late Mr. D-2e genanayake, that great Ceylonese
Patriot and staunch friend of freedom, and his son, Mr. Dudley
enanayake, at conferences of Commonwealth prime Ministers 1in
" remembers ot Secretary of State for

Londo
n. And as you may
4 Mr, Mayhew, now our
Pearson, an . of Commonwealth

ternal Affairs, Mr.

mba s sa . attended the conference

Foreignd;{nzgtgigaeﬁicn gave pirth to the Colombo Plan in 1950.
ital should have given

our ca
tting that your CEF ' Tinat time many

It is fi
, Since
% endeavourome of them staying to work

1t:ﬁg§me to this great enOIETI,
ed Ce

Under %g: gzxgm;ésélan alﬁngside those working under gtgirh

8uspjces, Last year We asked you to receive our firs g
°mmissianer Mr. JeJo Hurley. 4 few months later Mr. Sinclair,

g "1nister’of ﬁisheries, visited Ceylon and brought back to

US an enthusiastic repor about your developments. t the same
time our people at home have been reading and learning more

g your requirements from other lands and your

about your country,
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