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through voluntary associations with head-
quarters in the national capital but in
more-or-less intimate association with
organizations at the provincial and consti-
tuency levels.

The constituency association is re-
sponsible for selecting the candidate who
will contest that seat in the election. (It
also sends delegates to national assemblies
where the party leader is chosen and
party policies formulated.)

As the time for an election approaches,
party associations launch massive cam-
paigns aimed at publicizing the party’s
policies and the personality of its leader.
These campaigns reach their peak in the
weeks immediately preceding an election,
as the leaders move across the country ad-
dressing meetings and meeting individual
voters.

Expenses

Canadian elections are expensive. The
country is vast and many parts are sparse-
ly populated. Yet, as far as possible, every
voter, no matter where he or she lives,
must be given a chance to vote.

Chief Electoral Officer J.M. Hamel ex-
pects to spend $55 million in public
funds at the next election — on printing,
salaries and fees for electoral officials,
transportation and other costs. Included
in this amount are the cash reimburse-
ments to which some candidates and poli-
tical parties may be entitled to receive.
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The campaign expenses of candidates
and political parties, which will exceed
several million dollars, come from private
sources — the candidates themselves,
friends and well-wishers, and party sup-
porters.

Candidates must keep detailed ac-
counting records and, after the election,
must declare their election expenses.
They are required to appoint official
agents to receive all contributions and
make all disbursements on their behalf
and an auditor.

Under the Income Tax Act, persons or
corporations who donate money to a re-
gistered political party during any given
year, or to an official candidate during an
election are entitled to a partial reimbur-
sement in the form of a tax-credit receipt.
They may then deduct this directly from
their income tax payable.

A disclosure requirement now exists as
well, so that the reports submitted by re-
gistered political parties and official can-
didates must identify all donors whose
contribution exceeded $100. This be-
comes public information.

Legislation approved by Parliament,
which has been in force since August 1,
1974, has the effect of limiting campaign
spending. At the same time, candidates
are reimbursed from the public treasury
for part of their campaign expenses and
registered political parties are also en-
titled to a reimbursement of half their

Party leaders (from left to right): Pierre Trudeau, Liberal; Joe Clark, Conservative; and Ed Broadbent, New Democratic Party.

broadcasting expenses.

Large expenditures are required to fi-
nance the national campaigns of the
parties, but these, too, are limited by law.
They cover advertising in newspapers and
other publications, radio and television
broadcasts, printing and distribution of
literature, travel expenses of the leaders
and party organizers, and rental of office
space and meeting-halls.

Partisan radio and television broad-
casts as well as advertising in periodical
publications are prohibited from the day
of the issue of the writs to the twenty-
ninth day before polling day, as well as
on polling day and on the day imme-
diately preceding polling day. Owing to
time-zone differences, election results in
eastern Canada are known before voting
ends in the West. Federal law therefore
prohibits the publication or broadcast in
any area, before polls close in that area,
of the result of voting in any electoral
district in Canada. This is intended to pre-
vent late-voting westerners from being in-
fluenced by results already made public
in the East.

The Parliamentary system, combined
with the Canadian electoral system, ap-
pears to have served Canada well. During
more than 100 years of Canadian federa-
tion it has, by and large, produced gov-
ernments responsive to the will of the
people and capable of developing long-
range policies.




