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should also, be conipared, both as to subj ect and tone,
with Addison'sWestininster Abbey.

Gray is buried in the churchyard at Stoké Pogis,
near Slough, about twenty miles west of London,
and this spot is generally accepted as the "church-
yard" af the Elegy.. There is nothing in the poemt
to fix the'description ta any particular place.

The first three verses give us the scene and time
of day. Is there anything ta suggest the time of
year? (i8th century poets are not as definite and
açcurate in describing nature as mnoreý modern writ-
ers are). How mucb of this description woulld apply
to any diurchyard you have ever seen? Note how
the thought jasses on from the scene to those who
sleep there, aýid how the following verses (5 and 6)
bang on thatý word "sleep. " Listen ta tbe repetitian
Jn lines 2o and 2 1.

Are su 1ch simple, obscure people worth thinking
and writing about ? ,Yes, the .poet answers, because
here, by their 'graves, we think how the boum af
death cornes. to ail, rich and poor, high and low,
alike, and how littie difference is made then by famne
and honor and'flattery. And perhaps, tbe tbought
goes on, some of the humble people buried here
làcked ,only opportunity ta be wise, and great andl
'famous. But, they were also protected from great
temptaitions, and now that their quiet:life is over,
tbhey lie, here, their graves protected, showing that
they are cared for and remembered. 1From their
memoiîals others nîay learur to die, for death is bard
ta meet, and we crave help and sympathy and
remembrance. Then the poet speaks to himself, and
t.ells what wiIl be said of him after he is dead, if
anyone wbo, like bimself, is "mindful of the unhon-
ored dead" shaîl inqj.ire about him. Fallows the
imagined account of bis life and death given by
somne gray haired peasant, and the epitaph that wil
mark bis grave.

I have given this skeleton of the poemn becauise I
remember bow very bazy were my own ideas of it

long aiter I was familiar, witb the words, and I tbink
mlostyoung readers Lail to grasp the sequence ai

tbought, and the connections, e.g., tbe force af the
first word in the line

"For wbo, ta dumb forgetfulness a prey."

But with judicious help, adapted ta the pupil's stage
of advancenient, eacb one augbt ta, be able ta name
the Ieading tbaughts af the Elegy, tell wbich verse
contains each ane, and how many groups ai verses
there are. 1

How daes the epitapb compare with those des-
çrjbed, býr Addiýop?

NOTES ON PARTICULAR PHRA&SES AND WoaRDS.

Verse i. partittg=depart4ng.
Verse 2, 1. 2. Iis air subject or object?
1. 12. Reign=realm.
1. 16. Rude=-unlearnied, humble.
1. 22. PIy her evening care. Wbat does this mean ?

Mafke it definite.
1. 3o. Wbat does hoîtely mean here? What do you

mean when you use it?
1. 33. The boast of heraldry. Heraldry, the knowledge

of the differen 't coatsofaams Wh ichbelonged ta those wha

liad doine, or wbose ancestor's had done, brave deeds.

Hence, boast of heroldry=-pr.de of long descent.

1 35. Some editors reàd bwaits, malkîng th' inevtable
hour subi ect instead of objecc.

ls. 37-40. Compare Irving's Westinmter Abbey, p4r. 3.
1. 41. Storied' nrn. An urp, sucb "as i5somtn

placed 'upon tombils having an inscription or "story",about

tbc dead person engraved on i t. Ani*ated bwst=lIife-like
statue.

1. 43. Provoke. Latin promvoco=call forth.
1. 46 Pregnant witl, celestial lire =ful of diyine in-

spiration.
1. So. What io meant by the.spolit of ltmeP
1. Si. Rage=enthusiasm.
1. 57. For Hampden, sce English History, reign af

Charles 1.
1. 58. Who would bie the littie tyrant of his fildMsF"

-1. Sq. Prof. Hales asks: " Could a Milton ever .have

been mute or ingloriaus? Or would a genius s0 vast bave

in somte sort overcome ail the circumstances that obstroct-
ed it ?

1. 6o. Do you consider Cromwell guilty ai his cauntry's

blood?
ls. 61-72. Their lot forbade them ta be great orators

or statesmen, ta do good ta, their country and ýread the

record of their acts in the contented looks af the people;

but it also prevented them Ïrôm doing great harm, being

merciless tyrants, or (J. 69) hiding truth that they knew

and should have spoken, or ceaping ta be asbanied of
wrong, or being false, flattering poets.

1. 73. Hales askg: "Are ignoble strifes confitned ta

towrus, and impossible, in villages?"
Is. 73-74. (Since they were)' far from the madding

etc. L. 73 does flot modify stray.
1. 76, Tenour=-cont*nuous course.
1. 84 Explain the use ai the plural ve rb teach.

Ls. 85-86. For who ever resigned ibis pleasing, anxiaus

heing ta be a prey ta dumb forgetfulness, i. e., wbo evtr

gave up tbis luie, witb its pleasures and its pains. reconciled
to being forgotten?

Is. 89-92. Hales' note must be quotod: ."In this stafiza

hie answers in an exquisite manner the two'qucitions, or,

ri ther, tbe one question twice repeated, ai the precedlng
stafiza. H-is answers forni a climax. The first line %«m.4

le regard the'near approach ai death; the second, ils

actual advent;. tbe third, the time immediately succeeding

that advent;_ the faurth, a stiîl later lime. What ho would

Say is, that every ane, wbile a sparl i oflue yet ren-àins%

in him, yrearns for sanie kindly, loving rememibrance; nay,


