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mine. But let me tell it calmly or 1 shahl be accuse(l of
romance and perjury.

The first things I noticed were several leatheru býags, at
the bottomn of the chest: haîf buried in shreds ali dut A,
I clutched. oie ît broke in pieces like aneggshIell andl dJis-
closed a heap of golden coins, larger than 1 hiad e-vetr scen
and of greater value than any I had ever owned. Thiere
must have been forty of these heaps in ail, each containilig
two hnndred pieces. This i4one was fortune, buit in add(i-
tion were massive pieces of plate, golden goblets, dianiond-
studded sword-hilts and crucifixes, boxes cofltaining neck--
laces and bracelets of precious stones and rings;whl
aniong the dnst and shreds were hundreds of loose pearis,
evidently the trimnîing of some decayed fabric, mIanyý of
them of great size and beauty, and worth fabiilouis sumlis.
Long before I reaiized the vaiue of my find, my head was
whirling. Here was wealth a king nîight envry.

What shouid I do with it? I who had slaved ail1 uy
life from hand to mouth. 1 would gratify, every- wish,. 1
would study art and improve my poor prfsin % wouîd
dIo some great charitable deed to cover iuy multitude of sins
and hand my narne down to, posteriîy. And yet, ho1
protect it for ail this ? It must not be ieft in the cliif. I
must get it secretly to a hidiug place of my own. I didn' t
want th e Cape overrun with sightseers.

Hastily 1 emptied my creel of its silver fish, amin tilledl
it with glittering gold. What a frightfui weight it ws
but what a glorious burden ! This ail took, tinle, working
as I was with one hand. I had quite forgotten where I
was, and thought only of Captain Kidd and his genierositNy
to me, when I was brought to the sense of mny danger byý a
wave dashing over my ieft foot and washing away the lowver
tiiche on which. it rested. My whole weight was on it andj
the top of the chest. The sudden jerk as 1 slipped made
the lid cave in. It was a miracle that 1 did flot looseý 11Ny
hold' * Another wave released my riglit foot and left mle hang-
ing by both hands to the chest's rotten tinibers. The wvaves
crept higlier, lashing me furiously as thoughi they knew 1


