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TuE RESULTS OF THE NATIONAL POLICEY

THE Finance Minister bas put forth a Report, drawn up by Comimissioners
ef lis own selection, and very manifastly of bis own way ef tbinking, on
the industrial condition ef the country. It exceads in jubilant optimisi
anything that bas appeared since the Budget speeches ef IlProsperity "
Robinson. Wbat, tlie reader must ask, is this voluminous collection ef
Statisties adducad te prove ? Is it adduced te prove that by assuring te a
particular trade legislativa protection :yoi can produce an abnormal inflow
et capital and an artiticial development et the trade 1 Who ever denied
Or doubted that you could î The only question is as te the ultimata effeet
Of sudh a policy. Sir Leonard Tilley doas net suppose that by layîng on
new taxes, or hy any other fiscal expedient lie can increase the amoumit ef
capital in the country. H1e must know that aIl hae can do is te give the
existimg capital a differant direction. Which direction then is likely te be
the most profitable, the natural or the artificial î tîmat which the owmmers cf
the capital, using their hast judginent witli regard te their own interests,
select, or tliat whidh is selectad for theni by a patarnal governmemiet îi Thare
dan surely be little doubt as te the answer aven on the assumptien that
the Govarninent is really patarnal, tliat it takes a perfectly impartial view
et the commercial situation, and is entirely f ree frein the political pressure
Of spacial intarests. If it is demagogic and yîelds te political pressure thc
danger of misdirection is greatîy increased. The probability is in that case
that a few streng interasts will control protective legi.slatiomi, wbile weak
interests wluidh in the aggregate are of niot lcss importance willI go te the
walI. The wails of tlie weak are in fact heard aven iii this Report. \Ve
see et course only wliat capital lias produced in the channels inte whidli
protective legislation lias forcad it; we do net sec wvhat it weuld have
produced liad it been left te flow in the dliannels frein whidli it bias heen
withdrawn.

Artificial stimulus, espacially if appliad te a very narrow field, leads te
inflation and over-production upon whidh follows celmipsa. This is a familiar

truth, ofteni illustrated by exparienca ; nevertlieless it seeins te pi'cscit
it8elt te the framers et the Report witli ail the fresliness et novelty. IlIt
ia true"' they sav, Il that in seina instances the privilege of supplying tIc
Canadian market witb manufactured goods, the produce of our ewn inilîs,
lias been tee largely taken advantaga of hy capitalists anxieus te put their
mnOnY te a profitable use, and in this way tIe market (whicli theugli a
grewing oe bas its limiiits) was for a time unduly stecked witli thîs class et
goo)ds." In explanation they plead that Canadian manufacturers could
know littla et the wants ef the Canadian rnarket which hiad bean largely
Supplied by tereigners, and that they wara Ilgrpimg in the dark " te, ascer-
tain the amnount et any particular article whicli would ha needed. But liow
is tIis groping in the dark perfornied I Net inerely hy tentative calcula-
tiens, but hy setting up a number et superflueus milis and anli8tiug a

multitude of lands that are net required. Vien comas the collapse :but
the weak mnembers et the protected intarest are net di8posed mieekly te
raiiign their lives as neccssary sacrifices te the success et a grand experi-
ment, or te regard themseîvas and their mmciid factories as sliavimgs from
the creative lathe of the great financial artificer. They deniand an increase
of Protectioni ; and thus the system, lxiing intensiflad se as te meet tîme nae15

et the waakest, afferds an extravagant degrea et Protection te the strongest.

.A.s Reine of the mianufacturera duclined te giva information, it may ba
susPected that tIc full results of tIl "groping» l ave net heen yat disclosed.

Had tIe Finance Minister, witli bis superior knowledge, raised a veice of
timiely warning, instead of careering joyously over the country and cheer-
ing on sanguine investment, possibly seina of these disa8ters miglit have
been averted. But the consequance of artificial stimulus acting on a sumial
area will always ha violent fluctuations, and we must look for a recurrence

of these indu8trial convulsions, net witlieut their social accomipaniments, in
the future.

The framers ef the Report daplore the fact tliat in the Nortli-West,
With regard te the trade in agricultural implements, tIare is still, in apita
Of the increase of duty, sorne United States competition. This is ascrihed
te Ilthe prejudice in faveur et the United -States made implenients as
better adapted te prairie farming whidli still lingers in sorne rninds, but is
being gradually roeted eut by reason ef the exceedingly fine machines now
being produced by Canadian makers." This is an admission as frank as
can be expected from an advocate that Canadian madlianics ware at first

net 'well adapted te prairie farming, and that North.Western agriculture

was cruelly liandicapped at ita birth by being compelled te use unsuitable

implernents, or pay an excessive price for tlose whidli were suitable, in
order tlat the manufactura of a special class et implements miglit be forced
inte existence in Eastern Canada. Was agriculture made for the impIe-
ment or the implernent fer agriculture? Sorne indulgence is isurely due in

this miatter to the prjudice of the ignorant Manitoban, especially as lie
was at the time paying, in a winter of extreme severity, a tax uponi bis
coal, the object of which was to force Ontario and Quebac to draw their
coal froin the mines of Nova Scotia. The Report, by the way, omnits to
trace the beneficial resuits of the coal-tax, and to denionstrate the wisdom
of forcing manufactories into existence in Provinces which have no coal
and preventing the importation of coal at the saine tume.

The complaisant framiers of the Report point to the operation of a
protective duty on musical instruments as sufficient in itself by its banefi-
cence to justify the policy of the Govarnment. This saems to imply rather
a higli estimate on thcir part of the importance of musical instruments
yet in that respect we cordially agree withi them. Music is destinad to
play a moinentous part in softening and refining national character, in

the promotion of sociability, iii the substitution of pure for vicions
pleasuras. And for that roason any impedimient to the free importation of
good instruments must ho specially noxious in the case of this country,
whiere our power of producing thein is, and must long remain, axtremely
limited. A natural advantage belongs, irrespectively of any protactive
duty, to the builder of an organ on the spot ; and Canada inay produce
pianos of a certain class. To suppose that slie cmi be made by the stimulus
of protective duties to produce first-class pianos, or first-class instruments
of other kinds, wind instruments for example, or violins, is to imagine
that sle eati bc transinuted by a wave of the fiscal wand into a land of
rare iinechanical skill, trained tasqte and consuinmte science. Wonderful
as our agricultural or lutuliering resources mnay l)a, our Stradivarius is
stili in the (listant future. There are articles the construction of whicli is

s0 expensive anI requires sO mnucli science that they can be produced onlly

in cuntiesfurnished with specialists and aflbrding avr ag akt
A first-class priniting-press is one of these; and to pravant us froin import-
ing first-class printing-presses is simiply to retard our civilization. Another

instance is mining mnachinery, froin want of liberty to parchase whidli, as

well as from the general efrects of exclusion froin natural markets,

iniing enterprise expires on the northern mlhore of Lake Superior whula it

flourislies on the Nouthern shore.
\Ve coic back to thc 01(1 point. Sir Leonard illey framed oit bis

first assumiption cf bis office a tarifi which amply justified bis wisdomi by
filling the deficit and producing a surplus. IIad lie adhered to Uhe
principle of a tarifr for revenue only, and let it be iinderstood that wlien
taxation was lio longer needed for revenue it wvould be reduced, all would

have gene well with him, and we should now be singing pteans ini bis
honour. But at the critical moment the Evil One tempted him with the

Frotectionist Vote, and the fland is now coning to dlaim his bond. Canada
is net like the United States, a salf-sufficing continent: it is a comparatively
smnaîl country witli a narrow range of production, and the effeot of a false
commercial policy is soon sen. If we allow, as it is always safe te allow,
hialf a million for what may bc politely called the favourable presentation

of the accuunts, the Financial Minister's§ surplus is new meraly nominal.

His mmid will soon ho recalled frein lofty scharnes of commercial devalop-
ment te thc humble ncos8ity of rnaking the twe ends met. Frei the

language of his Cejumissioners it weuld 8eem that lie has now amibraced

Protectionismn in its extremae ferm, and meditates nothing lesa than the
absolute exclusion of alI fcreign goods. But lie cannet fail te ba aware

that with importation the revenue frein import duties will cease.

YORK.

10E FORMA TIONS AT QUEBEC.

Se long as the City of Quebec remained the distributing point for westward
freiglit, and that for aIl practical purposes it was the head ef deep water
navigation, the ice formations at "lthe Ancient Capital" possessed but
little interest for the general public, excapt perliaps during thecearly
spring, wlien the interruption of traffic between Quebec and Levis becamie
a source of public inconvenience. But the building ef the North Shore
RaiÏway and an efficient ferry service have combined te minimize a state
ef things te whidh iii former years the travelling and business public liad
te subinit. Stili matters ara net by any means satisfactery, and thc com-
mercial interests wast ef Quebec complain that in the beginning et spring
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence is imnpaded for a peried et frorn
ten te twenty days in consequence of certain ice formations whicli are
parnîittad te taka place at or in the immediate neighbourhood of Quebec.

Wliat is known as the ice.bridge at Quebac lias now become a factor in

the commercial probleni ef the Dominion, and if it censtitutes an obstruc-
tien at a period of the year wlen obstructions are least desirable, it is the

irnperative duty et soinehody te protect the interests of the ganeral public

against the imbecility and corruption which appear te deminate all muni-


