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doubt that the conscience clause permitting

t'vithdrawal from any service of a reli-
character, of ail children whose par-

~tobject, is ample for its purpose. It
*0o1ld probably be unfair to construe the

PeOPased change, if made, as an admission
011 the0 part of the Government that the

Sooosasat present conducted, are
rtetant schools. It is more likely

tbtit will be the outcome of a deter-
rai1atiOn1 to remove, so far as ils practi.
Cale, every possible ground of objection on
that score. We must confess Lhat, however

repug1nant the method may be to ahl sound
lieu5 Of education as a process of character-

bUildingi pure secularism is the onlv irgical

erimiipie for State schools. That, as purely

le l, the schools will be any more accept-
tO the Catholic clergy, we see no reason

tO hope. It presents them witb a mere

t1gati0In in lieu of the positive institution
Wihthey dernand. Probably they will

argue that secularismn is Protestantism, in

t'et it ils the anitithesis of the positive in-

'trutjon which they dem one of the fonda-

~ertai Prerequisites of Catliolicism. Un-

b "Itunately there seems to bc nothing bet-
4tepropose.

IROwever shilly-shallying and evasive
be the party platforms put forth in

Omf the United States, there are others
'hCh, by their courageous enunciation of

bo8 unda Principles, and no less courageous
denuliciationo bss omn dia

~tlat d encourage the hope that United
t4e8palitics may be entering upon a stage of

E Plrficatici-i similar to that which bas trans-
forrried the British polities of sixty years
ago into the far more respectable, though

8t'ilfl Perfect shape in which we find them
to'daY The declarations of the Massa-

Democrats afford an illustration,

dgrand one, of our meaning. Firbt, on
tetariff question they give no uncertain

Souard. They regret that the Wi]son Bill was

110t Passed and severely censure those Derno-
SSenators who, by their inaction or

eý8istauCe, prevented its passage. They

deelare that it is the immediate duty of the
Party ta r place upon the free Iist ail raw
r4e5t6rials, ta abolish ail duties which tend

to d0 ereate or inaintain monopolies, and ta
ecduOe ail prohibitory duties. This does

Iltsaundc much like the Il re8t-and-be-
thatlkful " for small favours policy which

1ý1a1Y have predicted as the sequel to the

etrnggîes of last session of Congress. In
r""ata other reforms these New England

btnCrats are no less outspaken. They
deLl're for a sound financial policy, Ilap-

poeof the incarne tax as a return ta
8011t1d Principles of taxation," dcmand that
thcape af the civil service reform, aiready

bhe4un" Illi extended as fast as the Civil

ýer'iCs Commission deems practicable, ta
the elld that ail federal positions to which

thleerit 8ystemn of appointment is appli.

a5ble IIay be placed by law upon a strictly

tilOpOitical basis," and they would have

some plan formulatcd for bringing post

offices under the working of that system.

On the whole, it ils a brave and straight-

forward document, worthy of ail imitation.

The letter cf Chang Yen Hoon, formerly

Chinese Minister at Washington, addressed

ta a friendi in that City, and given ta the

press by request cf the writer, adds little ta

aur previaus knowledge of the causes cf the

war now in pragress between bis country

and Japan. That the immediate occasion,

or pretext, for Japan's interference, was the

sending cf a small body cf Chinese troops,

at thc rcquest cf Corea, ta quell an insiir-

rection in the sou thern part cf Corea, which

China had a riglit ta do, seeing that Corea

was admittedly bier tributary ; that China

was willing ta withdraw her traaps as soon

as the insurrection was quelled; that J apan

taok advantage cf the incident ta send a

much stronger farce into Corea ; that she

refused ta withdraw them simultaneously

with the withdrawal of the Chinese troaps,

save on the condition that certain reforms

should be wrought in tbe constitution and

administration cf the Carcans; and that she

precîpitated the war by attacking Chinese

transports and their convoya beforo any

declaration cf war had been made-ali this

wvas already matter cf current hietory. It

sufficc s ta prove that, on tbe face cf the

affair, Japan was the aggressar. The anly

question touching this point, s0 far as we

can soc, is whether China failed ta recog-

nize a tre-aty obligation ini omitting ta give

the Japaniese Government formaI notice af

her intention ta send a force ta suppresa

the disorders in Ya-Sban. But whether

such omission gave Japan a technical right

ta interfere in the affair, or not, the whole

praceedings from the beginning make it very

clear that the incident simply furnished the

occasion and was by no means the real

origini of the war. The evident prepared-

nes cf the Japanese at every point puts

this beyond reasonable question. Perhaps

it is only fair ta add that it removes the

question as ta the real provocation and

justification or the opposite, farther back,
inta a region of previaus histcry and rela-

tions whither we cannot naw follow it. It

alsa raises the secandary question cf the

right of Japan, in the interests cf commerce

and good neighbarhood, ta insist upon

much.needed reforma in Carea. The in-

structive thing about the transaction is that

the fact that the war was immediately de

clared lapon a pretext, rather thananinsuitar

injury, is nothing new in the history of such

affairs. In fact, it is the rule rather than

the exception, as cauld easily be shown by

histarical reference. The moral is that the

real causes cf war have their roats in either

long-cherishOd designs, or the graduai

growth of bad blood between peoples.

What Christ takes, nat the cichequer
carries away. -Spanish.

DEFECTS IN OUR P~UBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEMS.

We eay Ilsystems " advisedly, because,

though the remarks whichi folio w will refer

primarily to the Ontario schools, it ils be-

lieved that in the main they will apply with

equal force to those of the other provinces

of the Dominion. We like, when possible,

to take a cheerful and hopeful view of

things, but we have often feartd that the

people are s0 acciustomed to hear the praises

of our educational systcm that they are in

danger of overlooking its very seeiclus de-

feets. In calling attention for a moment ta

some of those defects, we hope we need net

assure aur readers that we are by no means

blind to the excellencies which accompany

them.
The firat and fundamental defect in aur

Ontario system, as a systemi, is uf s0 serious

and radical a kind that it is ta us a per-

petual wonder that parents and citizens

do not with allc voice demand that a remedy

be found and applied. We refer ta the

absence of any universal and adequate pro-

vision for ethical training. We say Il ethi-

cal," in distinction front religiaus, for

though mast of aur reaiders will probably

ho agreed that the ethical part of aur

nature has its roots sa enibedded in re-

ligiaus faith and feeling that the anc coiuld

not long survive as a practical force in de-

termining character and action without the

other, yet religion is, in its very nature, so

exclusively an individual, persanal

thing that it must always lie beyond
and above the spherc within wbich

the civil autharity lias the rigbt ta

legisiate or ope rate. But is it not a deplar-

able' a fatal mistake ta assume that because
the State may nat set itself up as a teacher
of religion, ar interfera in any way with

matters belonging ta the spiritual realm, it

cannot, therefare, provide for the moral

training of thase who are ta became itR

citizens. And yet, though there are, hap-

puly, many able and campetent teachers

who do aIl that ils in their pawer ta reach

the moral nature and sa mould the char-

acters of their pupils, and thaugh it is en-
joined upon ail teachers ta do this, it re-

mains the fact that no time ils set apart or

made available in the regular programmes
for definite ethical teaching, and ainong the

numerous text-books, na ane prescribed as

aid for young and incampetent teachers

on this sàbjeot. May we nlot say
further, confident af boing within the
mark, that in a very large proportion af

ail aur public sehools there is nothing

warthy of the name of ethicai training, or

even of training for citizenship? If this

bo true, can any thoughtful persan regard

such a fact with complacence I

A second very seriaus evil in cannection
with aur Ontario Public Schoals is nat so

much a defect as a positive fault. It is

that the School Law and the Regulations Of

the Education Department combine ta put

a very large percentage af the public schoole


