
Il1ht travelling at the rate of 186,000 miles
j8CO Would take four years say, to go

Wor the nearest star te the eartb ; now as
6 %vthe fired stars there mast be some

lýo! cornection between us and tbem.
Thr ere two theories of iîght ; according

Ine tlit was a substance darted forth
Ohe Uminous body, according to the
1te Il ',as a state of change taking place,

t P&gatedj by a medium interveninig bet-
et1'that body and the observer. Sir Isaac

Oh eld that there muet be such a
tllreitber material or immterial, but

qusi n arose bow far did it extend
Infiite like space ? Science could give

~ 8~;if it, were limited what was ont-
4 Ot' Was ther another system subject

%hthenfe Or different lavisî if there be
eli . &n ccording to phenomena open to
tu -1.O5etigation there can be ne coul-

""ton tberewith. But the properties
4tt ~are no0 less remarable than its ex-

qusinwhether it gravitates to-
t%,p Ponderable matter, science cannot an-

to.'*tIf it be connected wîth giavita-
Qb. cannot be imponderable. Sirrethen referred te the undulatory

AI6ry c SoUnd, and to bis own suggestion to

tiliUta. forty years ago, in regard to the poE-
ItyO Îthe electricity having an undu-

IlihtY 'DII somewhat similar to that of
Ï%*'tbten Clar k Max well b ad sho wnI
*ittý velocjty of ligbt agrees with that of

ot iY, and HIErtz had sbown that the
Ix1 1itsi bjuephnm of tbe other.
40,eteconclusion of the address, His

Un 1flCY the Hon. T. F. Bayard, tbe
tatedSci Ambassador to England, as

4eler of the Insitute, moved, and Sir
kneoe arkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., F.R..,

cardda vote of thanks fer the address.

-e anid seconded a vote of tbanks te, the
1 141tha summer list cf home and

nia'~ aPPlicants for emrolment as sup-
es W48? begun, af ter which the members

lt 0mates beld a conversazione in the
si Where refresbments were served.

T'~ IIISTORy 0F THE GYPSIIESl.
and philologists bave settled

tioil 18 hemelvsto their own Eatisfac-
11rlaba t 3Gypsi es came originai]y fromn

t~e belo eSupposition is tbat this strange
frtir l1 ged to the lowest orders o! India,

kvWi country tbey were gradually
"'b hrw adrn spirit and by

1vt tber bistory than the history of the
lki .ten5egade and tbe vagrant in the

thin riathvit, I do net bulieve. lis
Iob5e es to bis race-instinct bespeaks a
d niore ancient origin than is allow-

ttheory that hie is offspring of a
onI OOIlru.ity recruited from the vani-

deleO! Indian society. A few hun-
himell ber Would not suffice to weld together

Yflo, htergeeous mass into a people
th ris~~ and spirit sbould survive

tO * Ouand years undimmed, andI promise
IeOn for as many more. Only

dbalnt o a vastly ancient race
4plrtebe tscatter over the world, to

sma lI llutIl groupe, to live in every
VY fu clie to expunience the sway of
I h i Ocf governmunt of wbicb biâtory
ii or wbich exists to-day, to know

Set to "tsce Of every form of religion andI
Were intedyaotbî x

pnwat the close o! the ninetcentb cen-

itiddi ll India, wbat tbey were in the
9,lm, ýAg6s, in n. wise changed or cbaug-
foeIlaýY 5 the samne, in ail landsa tellers Of

e)tradersa o! hlorses, dealers in MYS-
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tery. Tbougb sel arated for bundrecds of
yuars andI by leagnes of space, tbey ail speak
tbe samne language and live the same life,
alike faitbful by tbe sands o! Sahara andI by
the Shores of the Arctic Sea, by tbe flow
of the Ganges and by our own Mississippi.
Tbat tbey passed tbrougb Pursia and Grcee
their'language testilies, as it also testities te
their vit antiquity, by buing closely ailied
to Sanscrit. Tbat immediately prier to their
entrance into Europe a large body of themr
spent some time in Egypt, is matter o! bis-
tory. From tbis fact comes tbeir vaame,
Egyptians, 'Gyptians, Gypsies.

The firat appeared in Europe before
tbe twelftb century, andI in the fcurteenth
century tbeir numbers were ]arge]y au g-
mented. The tirst notice of tbem in Enro-
puan liturature occnrs in the writings cf an
Austnian monk about 1122, wbo duscribus
tbem as I sbmaelites."? In 1417 a b-antI cf
300 wanderurs, black as Tartars and calling
thumaulves Seani, appeared at the gates cf
tbe Gurman citiep. They bore lettera cf
safu conduet from tbe Emperor Sigismund.
ln 1418 they appuared to the number cf
1,000 at, the gate of Zurich, lEd by "Duke
Michael cf Little Egypt." Jn 1422 ac-
cording te the chroniele cf Stumpf, the od
Swiss bistorian, 14,000 of tbusu Ilrogues antI
vagabonds " presenteci tbumcelvf a at, Base].
On tbe lIth cf Augnat, 1427, a band cf cbeur
coming fromn Bohemia apprcacbed the gales
of Paris wbicb tbey were not permitted te
enter, tbe autborities appointing La Cha-
pelle Saint Denis as tbeir place cf lodignent.
Sq tbe Gypsies swept, over Europe. Tîmeir
favorite account of tbemselvus was that tbey
came oniginally fromi Egypt, andI tbat their
wandurings were a self-imposud penance for
a temporary abandonmient of the Chriatian
faitli. But pursccutieû soon began against
thum, and once afcet it followed tbemn swiftly
and rutblessly tIown the centuries. Francis
1. ordered tbem to quit France on pain of
buing sent te tbe galicys without trial wben-
evEr caugbt. In 1560 they were condumn-
ed te purpetual banisbment. iDucres were
issued againat tbemr in England by Henry
ViII1. and by Elizabeth. Even as late as
1748 Frederick the Great runewed the lave
that every Gypsy beyond tbe age o! eigbtuen
found in bis states sbould be banged forth-
with. In Scotland thuy were more kindly
receiveci. But in 1541 an Act was passeci
tbat the Il Egyptians pass fortb cf the re-
alm," under pain of death. More recently
measurua less brutal bave beun adopted by
the Governments cf Europe toward tbese
nomade,. Maria Theresa interested berseif
in the education cf their obilciren andi in the
graduai settiement cf the race as tillera cf
the soil. No other countnies have suoceed-
ed iu winning tbemn fromn their wandering
habits, and it. cannct, be said tbat te compel
tbum to inbabit one spot results in any bene-
fit te the race itsu]!. To be convinced that
the Gypsy is vortby of attention, itla csnly
neceasary te give a few statistics, not vury
accurate, I fear, but as nearly exact as cani
be obtained at this time, te show bow gun-
erally ard in what numbers tbey are Scat-
tered over tbe world. [n Hungary, wbure
they are knowri as Czijanyck and Pharacue-
pek-Pbaraob>s people-there are 140,000;ý
in Transylvania antI the Principalities 162,-
000; in Spain, wbere tbey are called Zincali
and Gitonas, there are 40,000 ; in England
antI Scotland, 18,000 ; in Polanci 2,000 ; in
Russia, 10,000; in Germany, France and
Italy combined, 40,000; in Norwav, 1,500;
andI se on tili the total number cf Gypsies
in the world is computed te be about 5,000,-
00.-Pael ICester in Fie ld's IVashington.

DOWN ON THE SUWANEE RIVERi.

In that part o! the long journey wben
we were paasing through Georgia, and at
tbe moment when the' tedium was wcrst,
the train approached a long hollow in the
hills wberu one cf those pleasant surprises
cccurred whicb go te prove hcw song may
conFecrate a Iccality. A river, nct very
broad or deep, but with a certain special
grace and cbaract~r cf its own, lay in front
o! cur track. We had a gocd view o! it
as we came near the woodun trestie bridge
by whicb the lne was carried across-struc-
tures wbichr, until yen become acclimatized
te American travel, always make yen won-
dur wbether they wiii carry the train this
time safely over. The river rii dewn from
the Georgian hills in a Iively currunt, broken
soetimes inte rapides and liLte cataracte
whure the red andI black rocks lay across its
channel. and then widcning eut inte pictur-
eEque reachea bordered by thickets of dark
green foliage andI clumps cf cypress antI
willow. In the clearings bure and tbnre
betwcen the wocds wbicb bordered it, stood
iselated negro cottages, arcunci which you
coulci se e little black chilciren at play, andi
the invariable pig, wbich is the bouse guest
cf thu niggur wi weil as of tire Inisihînan. A
punt was glîding aicng on the quiet part cf
the strcanm witb a n(grc on board dragging
a dsbing-line, antI the black buzzards circled
ovur the maize filds. it waa not a striking
scenu, but beautiful in its way, gildeci as it
waa by the rays cf a magnificent suneset.
Yet 1 shoulci have forgocten it in a few
minutes, as 1 had forgotten the hundred8
of aller rivera wbich the train had travers-
ed, bad it net buen tbat I bappeneci to ask
tbe conductor wbat, was the nrame cf this
particular water.

Q nite caruiessly bue answered "Tlat'e
the Suwanee river, mistur ! ' The Snwanee
river ! Iu a moment the Stream bad for me
a new andI extraordinary intereat. 1 had
net, uven known there was suchi a river in
geographical ruality, or that it flowed
througb Georgia ; and yet hure it was-ruai,
authentie, alive-lesiping tIown tbrough the
Seuthuru foreste, paset the maize fields antI
the cotton flats, te pour itsul! into the Guif
cf Mexico. Iu an instant everything
around appeared te be full cf the song that
ail the world sings " I Way Down upen de
Suwanee Riber." The live caks seemeci te
wave it ini the avening air; the stream
seemuci te sing it as it bustled ever the
rocks; tbe birds in the thiokets baci il, in
the se! t wusical notes vie caught, antI the
crickets and katydids beginning thuir sunset
chirrup joineci in the bal! huard chorus.
The journey was ne longer monotenous.
To bu Ilway down upon de Suwaneu riber "
was te have come to a coiîner cf America.
dedicateci te that deep umotion o! our coim-
mon humanity-tbe love o! home. la
thure anybody wbo fias not fuit the cbarmi
o! the Simple niggur melcdy i

Whieî .1 was playin' ýv'îd my brudder
1iapp>y was 1,

Otake me to îey kinci odiîmudluir,
liair ]et nie lilb and die.

MI thîe woridi ani sad anid dreary
Ebci'ywire i roani ;

O darkius, Iîow miy hieart grows we-ary,
Far froîn de olci folk~s aS home.

Thure, ineeud, were the od folks at
home, a wbite-haired darky sitting on a log
by the cottage door stripping ma)*zu cobs,
and, shambling about aniong the pige andI
peultry, old Dinah, with a yellow bandanna
on bier silver locka, crooning somu song,
which might perhaps bu the aong cf the
river. So, aftur al], it waa muai!1 andI thure


