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tling for victory, and tliat the people, when tbey go to
put lu their ballots, neyer realize the responsihie act they arc
performing. Soute vote because the man is a good feliow -
somte because be bas done or is ikeiy to do thent soute
personai. service ; sotue because he bas prescribed for their
cildren's ailments ; somne because they are br ied ini the
coarsest and directe8t manner; niany, verv many, whether
they believe in the man or not, because he is of their party
a few, I grant you, beeause, they hava faitli in the man.
But there is no evidi'nce that the mass are equal to the
high f unction of choosing who shah inake their iaws-who
should governi them. They caunot distinguish spunious
and supericiai gifts front reai powens of mmnd. When
tbey are convinced ightly or wrongly that tbey have
found a great mnan, they niake an idol of hini, and fancy
that nature exhausted herself in producing him. They
flatter themseives that tloey discovered hlm, whereas it took
years before tliey believed in himi; and once believed in
there 18 no discrimination, it is an absolute surrender of
judgrnent. Protestante laughi at Roman Catholics for
baving a director. Have they ail net their directoire, l
politics ? So that in an eection nuen are moved like pawns
on a board thnougli their passions; mind bas nothing to do
with it ; justice nothing to do with it. In Athens tbings
were worse, for the virus baad in'vaded the courts of justice,
and the pleas put forward, and the speeches muade there wouid
shock our public, happily accustomned to such judges as we
have long enjoyed. The sianders uttered by a licentiotis
press against the innocent, the utter unscruipuiou8ness of
miisrepresentation-sirnilar evil devices existed at Atbens.
The political timiidity, which gnows like a luxuriant weed
under the shadow of tbe inapie, bad its couterpart in the
City of the Violet Crown. Now you cani imagine nu con-
dition miore degraded-uo condition more immoral titan that
in wbîch men take up opinions without thinking them out,
and abstain, out of ignoble and sometimes avaricious fear,
f rout uttering such convictions as tbey have. Men may go
to chunch, ing hymns, be decorous, pious, affectionate, but
when thev thus en4lave the mmnd, and strangie conscience,
they are lost souis. Such men can be of nu reai use to the
cou ntry--they have destroyed the spring wheuce streants of
healîiig flow. They have iost the power of umoral vision.
Even one true man, properiy equipped, as 1lato saw, caui
save a state. But where shall we flud hliu o (lay ? SSr
John Macdonald, quoting Grattan, said hie had watched
over the cradie of Canada--or raLlier of Confederation.
Canada is to-day grown to womanliood and eh(, waits for
wooe-the great man, the surpassing spirit that Hhal
iead ber to yet higlier destinies and utake lier a mighty
miothier of free nmen. Shah site wait tilI silver shine amid
the goid of lier hair, and beauty's ensigu fade front up
and (cheek 'I The heant forbids it, and thougb. hope flick-
crs and faints at imes within ber breast, and gioomi
gathers like sulent shadows of fear nrouud lier, the day
will cone when a nation's rapture will seflie triunphaitly
dowu on dead Miutrust. The great man wiil appear lu
dite tinte. Vet is àt lard Lu dbase away ail dread, for
there are hours wben it seema to me as if tberc was a cout-
plete divorcement between etbics and politics, and the
worst vice that Aristotie attributes to the single tyrant is
the crying blot on our publics."

1eectus.:-Il What is that '1"
McJ< nom: - You muet find iL out for yourself. 'fhere

are at least two politicians round titis table and iL wouid
lue rude sbould 1 chance to be persona."

Il Why, Mr. McKnom," asked une of the young ladies,
"do you dislike Pendces s0 mucih? Wae Atheus ever as

great befone or after bini, as duing bis splendid rule over
that tierce democracy ? "

Il My dar younig lady," answered McKnoni witb a
srnihe, "lyou have touched the surest spot in bis rule. Let
me ask you was France ever as great before or afterwards
as during the time of Louis XI V. îI Yet as evenybody
knows the seeds of ber ruin were sown durnug Louis'
reign. Neithen nations, nor dynasties, nor individuals can
with impunity contravene, or seek Lu contravene the laws
of (bd.1 '

',.But," said Hlpsam, "lyou are not going to compare
Pendces with Louis XIV. eitiuen intellectualiy or ini bis
personai habits."

IlNo," le replicd, "lbut 1 suspect Plato would have
piaced themn on the samne sheif. They were both cgtists-
melf-worshippers-and both understood how to impose un the
imaginations of the people. BuLl loved splendour and
both were at une in this, their ove of puwen ovcrshadowed
evenything cs--as it laii dune in the case of nany great
men. Cecil was s0 fond of power that lie would not let
an able man conte near hlm, and wlten he died, J aines 1.
waa without a strong man, non did that dynasty even
again bave a strong man as counselion, whose wisdom and
wliose will migt have saved it front destruction. Tite
sames weakness sent Walpole, after ruling Enghand for
twenty years, Lu the flouse of Lords, witluout a friexîd,
witliout a folower tu bide lis impotence in a coronet, and
Perides badl nu successio."

"Demosthenea 1"cried the sweet girl graduate.
"Dernosthenes ! exciaimed McKnom, Il Demostlienes

was as great an orator as Pendces, considered merely as au
orator, and, in many respects, he was as great a man. But,
when Demosthencs rose, luxury bad begunits work. Dem os-
thenes himself was nu Sybarite. Hec was a water-drntken.
In fact the severity of bis pivate life ntay have injured
hlma as a politiciait, making liitm eet coid, for the peuple
at ail tintes think their leading public men should have
contnadictory virtues; should be convivial, yet absLemious ;
slould work niglit and day anid yet have nerves of! mon ;

should be dignified and familiar; jocose yet severe; in fact
in a democracy a leader should be made up of a half-a-
dozen mnen ; he ought to be an orator, a lawyer, a statesinan,
a wit, a society man, able to dine and dance ; he should be
like Taikati've in the Il Pilgrim's Progress," able to talleupon
things celestial and things terrestriai, things sacred and
things profane, and upon ail equally well. Hie should
have at once tbe gifts of the supericial and the profound.'

Alas" sigbed Dr. Facile, Il who is sufficient for ail
this?~

I could neyer dance," said iRectus, Il my education
was sorely neglected. But 1 have on occasions managed
to dine. You have xiot mentioned the vice of tyrants to
which Pendces was addicted."

A•fcKnioi: Il That 1 must not tell you yet."
IlI protest," said Madame Lalage as she rose, Ilwe havé,

had no disquisition after ail on political virtue. Weil we
niust have it in the drawing-room, unless Mr. McKnom
means to subject us to the torture of unfulfilled hope."

"lOh," said one of the young ladies clasping ber hands,
1 an dyirig to beur ail about political virtue."

Politicians' virtue," said Glaucus as tliey crossed the
hall, Il is the naked trutli."

"The naked truth !', cried Madame Lalage.
If truth it need not blusl," said Rectus.

"Oh no,"1 aniwered Olaucus, Ilit lias ail the innocence
of Paradise-it is naked and not asbamed."

We were now seated in that beautiful drawing-room,
the admiration of Ottawa and the index and expression of
the good taste of the lady who presides there, when
MeKnon.i began, Il Political virtue-

But what McKnorn said together witb the reply of
(liaucus, the comments of Helpsam, the practical know-
Iedge of Rtectus, the confession of faith of Dr. Facile, the
flashes of intuition of Madame Lalage and the exck,ýia-
tions of the yoting ladies, must be lef t for another chaju'r.
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IDEA L.

ROUNDEL.
Tiip song unsung more sweet shall ring

Than any note that yet bas rung;
More sweet than any earthly tbing,

The song unsung !

There lies a harp, untouclied, unstrung,
As yet by iman, but Tirnte shall bring

A player, by wbose art and tongue

TItis songah ail sound Lu God the King;
The wonld shah dcing as ne'er iL ciung

To God and lleav'n, and ail shahi sing
Tlhe song unsung.

MofnItrcal. llu.u CocuitANE.

TH'IE RAMBLER.

W tI'Fregard Lu('aresKingsley, I arn glad Lu sec bis
powerfui and kirtdly face iooking ouL at us from the

siuop-windio.vs, upon the cuvera of that excellent unifornu
edition published by Macmillan's, and selling at twenty
ct.tutsq. As a master of what we rnay style quasi-scientiflc
description of Engliali scenery, he bias nuL yet seen has
equai. Neredith may necall imin bre and there. 1 thiuk
lue dues. But wlten Kingsley's dlean and piencing note was
irst heard, titene were few competitors in the filid wbo
could at ail toucluhlm uinlis own sLyle. Hardy and
Biackmore, Meredith and Jefferies were uuknown. Take
a few passage-s f romtIl Ycast." "A sulent, dimu, disLance-
Ie1ss, steaiug, rottiug day lu Manch. The ast bnowu
oak-leaf, which had 8tood ouL the winter's froat, apan and
quiverei plnmp dowu, and thon ay, as if asbamed Lu,
have broken for a mtomnt the ghastiy stilîneas, ike an
awkward guest at a great dumb dinner-party. A coid
Buck of wlnd just proved its existence by toothaches on
the nurth side of ail faces .. ....... The steam cnawied
out of the dank ttqyf, aud reeked off the flauka and nostrils
of Lhe slivering horsos and ciunug with clammy pawa Lu
frosted bats aud dipping boughs. A souhiess, skylesa,
catarrhal day. -.-- I

There is nu padding lu thia. Descriptions au truc and
terse arcete resuit of te highest literary art. Where
among conternponaneous witers shahl you find anything
fluer than this'? IlAUI ha thoughits, ahi bis sympathies,
werc drowned lu the rush and whirl of the water. Hie
fongot evenythiug cisc lu the more animai enjoyment of
siglit and sound. Hie tried Lu Link, but the river wouid
nuL let hlm. It tbuudered and spouted out bebind him
from the hatches, and ieapt madly past bum, and caught
his eycs in spite of hlm, and awcpt tlem away down iLs
dancintg waves, and let them go again onhy Lu sweep thema
down again and again, iii bis brain feit a deicions dizzi-
ness froin the everlasting, rush and the everiating roar.
And then beiow, how it spead, and writbed and whirled
into transparent fans, lissing and twiniug anakes, polished
glass-wneaths, huge crystal bles, which boiled up frnmtLe
bottom, and dived again beneatli long tbreads of creaniy
foam, and swung round posts and routa, and rushed
blackening under dark weed-fringed bouglis and gnawed at
the rnaly banks, and shook the eve-restiess buirushes iii it
was swept away and down over the white pebbhes and
olive weeds, lu une broad rippliug sheet of milten silver

owards the distant sea."
Weli, an occasional glimpae of some sucli writing as

this is good for us. If we bave sncb at our fingers' ends,
we shahl not be likely to make mistakes and commit errors
of judgment and taste witb regard to new writers. But
how rare and delightful to meet with a writer about wbom
there cau be no mistAke. Rudyard Kipling is indeed one
of tbh.se.

Plain Tales from the His " and IlSoldiers Three
are now upon ahl our desks and tables. Tbeir author lias
certainly shot up the ladder with an astonishing celerity,
and lie fiilly deserves bis success. The conditions-
picturesque, dangerous, coiplex-upon which the problem
of AngloIndian life rests, are ail set forth by this candid
and reckless artist in colours which wiil not easily fade.
He lias had a superb opportunity and has miade good use
of it. The style is, perliaps, a littiaý after the style of
Grenville Murray, and its peculiar incisiveneas may bé- just
a trifie French, but the matter is the matter of Rudyard
Kipling, and bis alone are the wonderful creations trung
upon a glittering military thread-Mulvaney, Strickland,
Mrs. I{awksbee, Ortheris and Learoyd. More tban a
trace of exaggeration is there at tinies, something too of
coarseneas over what ia necessary. But for epigrammatic
and dramatic vigour, characterization, pathos, and over-
wbelming humour, the newly-discovered lion is already
famous. Hie wili go further than Rider I{aggard, aithougb
lie may flot produce so many sustained novels.

The coast of Maine (pace Ilindostan for a time) appears
to be given up entirely to Canadians. At least the
tra-lsient population registers as such. The hotels are
f u11 of Montrealers especially. Thcee nes are Ilpenned "
(tbe favourite lady correspondent's word) upon the
most satisfactory stretch of beach in the State. 1lere
we are quiet, and yet flot too many miles from a lemon.
But 1 must record the fact that Maine is net what it was
in days gone by, the resort of the ricli, the eccentric, the
distinguîslied, and the fast Amiericans. No. Orchard
Beach in paiticular is mDost disappointing. We 8trolled
along there the other day, having read the Boston Hume
Journal and other inspired periodicals, hoping to secesoein
"estar actresses." a New York " sport"» or two, and other
meml)ers of the BChenian worid. W'e were not su
fortunate. A more ordinary, quiet, altogether staid and
uninterusting crowd was neyer gathered together than the
one we encountered on the sands ab9)ut four p.m. llappily,
at ten o'clock the sanie evening, the Hcene was a littie
more vivid. Any toilets worth scanning xvere certainly
worn by Canadians, and Premier Mercier and Prof. Chap-
man brought the characterîstics of two provinces into
friendly play upon a foreigu beach. But the Americans
were strangely familiar. Wrinkled worried dames, vacant
over-dressed demoiselles, precocious children, harassed
brokers-strangely, strangely fainiliar. 1 soon soived
the problemn. Thiese were the people of Mr. W. D.
llowelis8' novels. [)ozons of Bartley flubbards iounged
about hotel vvrandahs, dozens of Marcias trunldied baby-
carniages or sat listlessly at wirdows4. But independent as
ever of my surroundings, .1 have bathed and plunged and
botanized and collected and fished and rowed and eat and
drank to perfect health and happineas. It is refreshing to
sec grown people playing witb their toes in the sand like
a parcel of infants.

C() R ISJ~IIOY DENCEV.

LUX MUNDI.

Vo the Editor o! TnE WEEK

Si R, ~Prof essor linxley is nd duubt the greateat of
apecial pleaders, and he wites under the influence of a
powerful animus and preoccupation. In bis haLe Nineteentii
Century article he combats the possibility of a flood, known
as Noab's flood, affecting the then population of the eartb.
0f this flood we have the general traditions among nearly
ail the establisbed races of mankind. How does lie account
for this fact î lie avers that the waters of sucli a flood
wouid bave sept suddenly down tbe Persian Gulf, but I
believe lie will ind a chain of mouritains to the aoutb of
the Caspian Sea whicb would interfere witb any aucli
rapid sub8idence. Wbenever be wisbes to account for
sheIla on inountain-tupa be assumes great depressions of
the surface, and sebsequent elevations, just as he requirea
thein, but he bas not a word of comment on the remark-
able statement that tbe I"fountaîns of tbe great deep were
broken up."

The Chrisian Faitît, which bis proved, witb its forerun-
ner the Jewisb Econoîny, the mainstay of Fuman Society
fnom carlieat recorded time, rests upon a spiritual econ-
omy of reward and ptinishment, and a God, iu fatberhood,
redemption and sanctification, and the sum of the investi.
gations in things material now going on cannot overturn
this economy, thougli the material philosophera may be
unable to appnebend its force and scope. IL la needful for
the continued existence of civilized society and to save iL
from anothen cataclysin comparable only to the faîl of the
Roman Empire and the tlrst French Revolution. U-nder
sucli teachinga as those of Oscar Wilde in the saine num ber
of the review, if there wcre the ieast danger that tbey
could be generally accepted, the entire fabric of modern
life and society would crumble and le destroyed witb al
that would involve for the huinan beinga whom God bas
piaced upon Ris eantb. Profeasor Huxley may exciaim,
ILet the 14eavens fal " But iL la argument and likeli-

hood that we wiab, as questions, that be shouid entertain.
X.


