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IlShe was awfully pretty," said my companion, Iland re

only seventeen when Routh, the painter, insisted on g

marrying ber, taking her home to live in Newman Street el

with bis stiff and starched old sister wlîo was entirely given E

up to good works in tbe East End. She bated good works:

she bated being made to sit everlastingly toeI{outb for bis cc

pictures, wbich she was sensible enougb to see would never w

get hung or sold they were so infernally bad, and sbe pi

couldn't get on with lier sister-in-law, and couldn't endure pi

the duli, cramped life they led, and the stupid, incomipetent

people they saw, as stupid and incompetent as ber busband. a

Why did she marry him? 1 don't know unless it was tbatS

abe had no rnoney, and no people of lier own;- and she l

thouglit an artist would ive ber sdnme position and fun,8

and, besidles, anything, was better than governessing. Butm

tbe tbîng didn't work. Whcnever you dropped into his &

cilly, ugly, littie painting-room you feit there was some-C

tbing wrong ini the atrnosphere. Hie bardly looked up fromn r

bis Portias and J ocondas and she would be staring into F

the lire with a frown on ber face ; but generally she was

out, no onc knew where. f think they had been married 8

six montlîs wben she announced to ber family that sbe liada

joined a travelling company of actors at a salary of two i

pounds a week, and was starting witli ber companions for 1

Wolverhampton that evening. Tbey were to begin witb

'The Scbool for ScandaI,' she said, and sbe boped lier bus-p

band would lend ber the dresses be had painted in is2

picture of the Screen Scene. Routb made a horrible row,1
and vowed that if she persisted in this mad sclieme she c

sbould neyer corne back to lis bouse, and as a matter ofv

fact she neyer did. 1 used to see more of bim after shea
liad goe He grew very grey. 11e did better work.e

"One day Miss Routh told me tliey bad heard lier I

brotlier's wife liad got into some kind of trouble and lad i
drowned her8elf in the Serpentine, and that lier brother had
been told, and had recognized the body at tbe 1eceiving i

Hbuse in the park by tbe marks on the linen. After thatb

bce spoke of lier to me once or twice, a tliing lie had neyerr
dons since she lef t; and be finished a sketcbhlieliad
painted of ber in tbe early days, and bung it by
the inantelpiece.

IlWell, a year or two afterwards, while a model was
sitting to Routh, be was called out of the room, and when
lie came back again ho found lier in front of bis wife's
portrait. 'That lady's busband lias taken the Squire's
bouse in Our village'1she said. 1'Tley are very ricb lihe
gives the largest subscription to the Cricket Club of any-
body.' ' That lady is dead,' IRouth answered in such a
tone tbat the girl daren't say another word tIen; but
later, just before alie left, slie began speaking about the
sketch again, and lier story amounted to this: She could
swear that sebad seen tbe original at cliurcli in the Essex
village only a Sunday or two ago, and tbat, moreover, the
lady bad worn tlie same silver bangle as that drawn in the
sketch: and she described a certain trick of the banda and
turn of tbe head by whicli Routb knew that she must bave
seen bis wife.

"Helias told me of bis journey dlown to Essex and of
their chance meeting in the cliurcliyard. She was going
to decorate the altar for the next day's service and lie waa
on bis way to ask of tlie parson particulars about tlie new-
comers at the Manor bouse. Please would lie go back to
town and not disturb lier, she said, she was very contented
and happy, and liked the country. Sbe supposed the
mistake about the drowned girl (wbo was one of the travel-
ling company) bad arisen because sebad been given all
Mrs. Routl's clothes wben Mrs. Routli left the stage and
came to live bers. She liad seen the announcoment of ber
own deatli in the papers; but didn't care to contradict it.
Wliat did it matter t Did she want to ho divorced 1 Oh
no; if ever as did sli'd let Routb know. Was lie stili at
the old address? She gave im a bit of lily of the valleY,
and lie returned to London by the next train.

IlNot long af ter Routli heard from lier that she was in
distress and he sent lier £100 a year for some time. Then
as asked to be set free; and she married once, if not

twice, but neither timo very liappily. lie bas neyer

Ipoken to lier since that afternoon in the Essex churcli-
yard ; and lives on, unmarried, still in Newman Street,

and SURl painting impossible acenes fromn the & Vicar of

WVakefield' and the like, while slie is on the stage again;
and looks au young and so pretty."' WALTER PoWELL.

MIONTREAL LETTER.

r HE quaint little Churcli of St. James the Apostie lias

fIjuat celebrated its Silver Wedding. Its beloved

rector, the 11ev. Jacob Ellegood, dates bis reminiscences
of bis work bore as far back as 1847, wlien slip fever anîd

black smalpox raged among immigrants from Jreland,

where famine liad so impoverislisd tboir systemns that tboy

feIl an easy prey to the dread disoases. Seven of Mr.

Ellegood's co-workers were cut clown from infection

cauglit in the discliarge of tber daily routine of visiting

and belp, and as manyC as 6000 men and women were burîed
in one grave. A large boulder clown at " The Point,"

with an inscription marks the spot. In 1863 the first

suggestion of bis present pretty churcli was mide. A

lady and gentleman preaented the site, then surrounded
by primitive nature, now by grocers and plumbers (pri-

mitive art), and supplemented their gift by an addition of

$4000, afterwards increaaed to $8000. Thus started, the

suggestion grew apace, and the more that others contri-

buted the more the original benefactora 1sf t tbem far

behind in gifts. The tower in memory of a clierisled

past, the surplicea for the choir, $6000 for an organ, and
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'ecently tIe chime and bells, ail camne from tlîo saille

generous spirits. AIl that romains to, ho given is a chapol- e

of-easo, with free seats for ail-'orn)ers, and doubtss Mr. Il

Ellegood -hall soon arrive at this desired achievement. t

The Wesleyan Churcli Colloge bad a moat successful o

convocation. Ferrier Hall was crowded, and luiunreds t

w'ere sent unadmitted away. The venerable Dr. Douglas s

prosided, and satisfactory reports of the year's work wore h

presented. f.

An interesting gathering of a similar nature took place

at Lavai University, wbere the Coîlege of Physicians and v

Surgeons of th(, Province of Queboc met for the annual v

formalities. 0f 110 candidates for admission to medicine

82 passed, and 19 others in supplemntary subjects on t

whicli tboy had been proviously tripped up. The Collegc o

appointed a cominittoo to consider tîhe demand of the a

Collego of Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba for t

rociprocity of liconses in the two Provinces, and the c

President nrged a federation of degreos for the Empire. 1

Mr. Charles A. E. Harrîss, organist of the Churcli of 1

St. James the Apostle, bas, with ail artistie entliusiasom c

announced and orgaîîized a May Festival of Music, and it s

is most dovoutly to ho boped that, not only for Mr. 1

Hiarrisa' sake, and our own sake, but on bebalf of the N

cistinguisbed talent lie is bringing on, we shaîl do ccr -,

part of it. Miss Emma Juche Signor Perotti, Miss AdSle f

Aus Der Obe, and a Symphony Orchestra made up from

Boston and New York, as woll as othor famous liames,

constituto the attractions. The Festival consists of a

varied programme for the evoning of the l3th and thle

afternoon of the l4tb, and a Grand Wagner nigît on the]

evening of the 14th, witb acelnes from IlTannliauser,"-
"Meistorsinger," Il Flying Dutcliman," IlLohengrin," and
Die Walkiire."

Gounod's Oratorio, "6Tbe Redemption," was rondered
in Trinity Churcli, and "lThe Holy City," which made a

bit on Good Friday evening by a choir of fifty, is to ho

repeated.
The arrangements for the colebration of the Quoon's

Birtbday are rapidly developîng. In addition to the

Q ueen'a Own from Toronto, and the Governor-General's
Foot Guards from Ottawa, regiments f rom Quebec, King-

ston, Sherbrooke and St. John's are expected to take part

in the pageant. The city, public corporations and private i

citizens are ail putting their shoulder to the wheel, and the
Field Day is likoly to ho sometbing we noed not ho

asbamed of.
The unnatural inflation of building in Montreal liasi

subaided into what may turn out to ho a collapse. A rush
lias boen made for neat, smail and inexpensive boeuses,
leaving their more preteîîtious neiglibours to look after

themaelvea. Whole blocks of now bouses and stores stand

still unoccupied. The Grand Trunk railway lias at iast

come to termis about the Sub-way difficulty, baviug agreed
to pay haîf of the cost ($64,000), and baif of the damages
to property. The season of sunstrokos lias commenced,
and the daily consumption of water lias increased by two

and a haîf millions of gallons. The dread of an ice famine
is upon us, the barveat being only 22 indhes inatead of 36
in thickness. Prices will ho higli as supplies are iow.

The City Surveyor lias been granted beave for tbree
montha te visit England and Franco in seardli of reste and

new ideas upon iîuproved methods of paving and barbour
protection. May ail the old aboos of the season go after
bim ! The iaîand ferries and wharvos have received their
spring inspection. The mountain is being swept and gar-
nisbed, and newly-painted bondies are seekîng sliady nooka.
But the duat on the drives ! What shaîl we do witl it ?
And the wholeriale robbery of wild flowers and wealtb of
blossom! Not a button-hole, or even a bouquet, but arma
and baskets f ull. Not the desire to pick one, but the de-
termination to beave none.

The City Improvement Association bas had an import-
ant meeting and discusaed a varîed and extensive field.
Narrow tires on waggon wbeels cut up the streets. Wide

tiros weld tîem into a more solid mass. binta were
thrown out weeks ago, and friendly threats of taxing the
narrow. But there are maany Ilblind horses"' in Montreai,
and only one company took the hint. On good, smooth
streets the narrow is casist for drauglit, but on ours th,
broad seoma a necessity. Overbead wires, toc, came up in

the meeting, and the danger arising from the complicationi
of the system, whicl led into an unfruitful dobate as to
the financial value of our linos. No one seems to have
asked what riglit these telephones have to attacli tbem-
selves to and support themsîvea by the roofs of our bouses
without our permission. The polos aiso came in for thîeir
share of attention,-the nuisance, the sizo, tIe number,
the uglinesa, the interruption to pedestrians whicb they
prosont on every hand. Tenement boeuses, too, to ensure
safoty and healtli, ouglit to be regulated and controllod in
construction and plan. It is oniy wben a man raises him-
self to the position of an inmate of a jail tliat the condition
of bis accommodation ia wortby of officiai oxaînination and

1report. Disaipated doga, who bave bast their latcb-key
and bark ail iiiglit to find it, are to ho banded over to th,

ipolice. They bave been handed over long ago by statuts,
but the police are to be begged to accept themn, and a comn-
mittes was appointed for the purpose. Thon our yards

.and back lanes, witb private stables, brouglit up the rear
:of the programme, and the meeting could not agres a to

the rigît a man lad to bouse bis horses behind bis own
boliuse, not so mucli because of the relation of bis stable to
b is own bouse, as on account of ita relation to others, bo-

ling, evidently, in front of one, east of a second, and west
1of a third.

TLhc Womian movement is liko a rolling 8tone. At
Lvry turn it gai ns in impetus and moînentum. At a

uartcrly meeting of '.loe(1Teneral Hlospital a member in-

Limated that it was bis intention to bolp ou the medical
ducation of women by proposing at a future meeting that

Lheir naines bo made eligible for eleetion ta thoeliospital
taff, and tbit when qualified tboy should bc allowed

hospital practice as well as mon. If tlie womoen sbould

fail in getting what tbey want front McGill, lie would sug-
est they band their endowmient over tao the Hlospital,
where they could get as good a miedical education as any-

where. Another member did not sec wby a stripling, who

gave $100 to tlîe Hospital, should, because hie was a man,

ec considered of more value in the counicil than the ladies

of mature years and experience who had been contributing
a11 their lives long ; and sceing tbat the charter provided
bhat any peraonwliwo saal contribute by donation tlîe sum
of $100 bc elected a life-governor of the institution, lie

had niucli pleasure in proposing that certain ladies (whom

le named) liaving been thoeinoat loyal and libIeral support-
ers of the Hospital, bo hereby elected. The mnotion waR

econded before the "lpotent, grave and reverend signors "

had drawn their bated breatb; but as courage roturned
witb s momont's delay, the council declined to bave so

very important a measure spruiig upon tbem, and begged

for time to consider. VILLE MARIE.

CANADIAN NATIONAL LIFE.

IN contributing to the printed thouglit of the country

L upon questions affecting its national lifo, the writer is

mpressed with the magnificence of the structure, the plan

of wbicli is engraved upon the minds of its inlabitants,

and whose foundations are already laid in solidity, showing
skilled workmanship in every detait. The perfection of

national life is the outeomo of political genius, botter known

a statesmanship, by whiclî a spirit of self-sacrifice is called
for on tbe part of the people to contribute to tlîe develop-
ment of their national resources and national strengtli, for
thie benofit of the bumblest citizen in the realm as well as
thie most exalted, tliereby in the end securing greater pros-

perity and greater security for tlie communîty at large.

Under an autocracy like Russia, whose climate and terri-
tory more nearly assimilates to that of Canada than any

otler power, this political genius is the refloction of the

abilities of a comparatively few individuals, but under our

liberal constitution this political gonius is the reflection of

the abilities of the people as a wbole reacting upon their
representatives.

In realizing the inmportance of national life we can bear

in mind no bigler autlority than St. Paul, a citizen of the

distant province of Cilicia, wbose abilities and Chýlrisitian
humility ahIne out pre-eminent in the listory of our

Chiristian era. I am a Roman free born," was the con-
fident answer lie gave to bis persecutors to obtain for hinm-

self even-lianded justice, and for thia national advantage,
so greatly prized was it in those days, large suma were

paid by individuals. The Britishi Empire bas arisen

and represents to-day the power, if not the ambition, of

the old Roman Empire, and every individual who is a sub-

ject of it, if not free born, is free the moment lie sets foot

upon its soit and becomes a citizen, no matter in wbat
remote corner of the Empire lie may cast bis lot. It is

upon this broad basis Canadian national lifo sboulil con-

tinue to establish itself. Tho taak that lies before the

Canadian people is to continue the work of construction
upoîi the most advanced linos of constitutional governuient,
one of the emsential Oeoments of whicli is to preserve the

liberties of the people free fromn the sinister influences
wlîich the baser part of our nature continually tîreaten,

and to whidb the very freedom of constitutional govcrn-

ment exposes tim. Governing baîf a continent, whose

climate and resources develop claracteristica that caiînot

fait to make their influence f cît, it will be our own fault if

we do not succeed in forming a nationality whicb, througli

our relations to the Imperial power, will exert its influence

in the scate of a progressive civilization it sbould ho the

aim of stateamen to foster tîrougbout the world. One of

the chief motive powers in a nation iis its commerce, whicli
it is our collective duty to develop. The national life of

the country miust necessarily bo somewbat influenced by

our neiglibours, because speaking the samoe languago it is

impossible that the reflection of their genius or the eflect

of their policy should net roact upon the minda of Cana-

dians. The weigbt that bears upon the councils of American

diplomacy is greatest from those States tlat know not,

and white there is present in the nîinds of soine a vague

national doctrine known as the Monroe Doctrine, the

diplomatie effect of their policy is ta drive us fartber apart,

lending to Canadian national instincts a dignity and inde-

pendence wbicb croates a spirit the reverse of the theories

they would promulgate. Tbeir late President, wlio was

roared on our bordera, approached more nearly to tho ideal

of statesmansbip necessary to promote national -friendsliip

and intorcourse on this continent, by bis able exposition of

the doctrines of froc trade, and bis acknowledgment of the

justice of our contentions througli the fiaberies treaty
whidli le took upon limasîf to neotiate.

The policy of commercial exclusivoness tlirowa Cana-

dians upon their own resources, wbich their statesmen are
not slow to develop, and bringa out witb greater force the

woight tbat Imperial interests bear upon their national

and commercial life. The soundneaa of the theorios of
.trade is generally acknowledged by Britiah aubjecta, but

0American policy bas taught Canadians that it cannot he

oarried out ini its entirety witlout co-operation. Apart


