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the smre +ime to put an end ta the arrogant usurpation of n

the Alaka Company, backed up by United States vessais,m

will be weicomed. A remark of the Minister of Marinew

and Fisheries which is taken to imply that the Canadian S

Governinent has not been conaulted iip the negotiations, e

and has no knowledge of the shape the proposed inter-V

national convention is assuming, has naturaily caused sornat

surprise and uneasinesa. Possibly, however, the inference i

is unwarranted. If otherwise, the fact must, we suppose,r

be accepted as incidentai to the colonial statua, and we

must console ourselves as beat we can with the Empire'8

assurance that the Canadian Government will be taken

into confidence hefore the final ratification of the treaty.

ITI regard ta the other mattar, President Cieve-0
1 land says :-" It is much ta ha deaired that soea

agreement should be reached with lier Majesty's Govern-d

ment by which the damages to life and property on thet

great lakas may ha alleviated by removing or humanely c

reglating the obstacles ta reciprocai assistance ta wrecked

or stranded vessais. The Act of June 19, 1878, which

offers ta Canadian vessels free accesa ta aur inland waterst

in aid of wrecked or disabled vessais, has not yat bacoma

effective through concurrent action by Canada." The de-

fence of the Canadian Minister of Marine againat this

implied charge is, in affect, that while the Canadian Govern-

ment abject ta legislate by piecemeal on the question of

intercourse on the Great Lakes, it has repeatedly offered

ta enter into negotiations for a racipracity arrangement

which should take in not anly wrecking, but towing and

other commercial privileges. It is difficuit ta sea the force

of lthis argument. We cannot compel aur neiglhours ta

exchange commercial privilegea againat thair will. But

tbe-business of aiding vessels in distress and danger resta

on a different hasis froma other commercial pursuits, soeing

that the safaty of bth proparty and life is invalved.

U4r. Faster deciaras, it is true, that Ilin no0 instance has the

Canadian Governmant refused ta allow the fullest liberty

to raenau and help in ail cases where lifa was at stake or

property was in immediate danger. " Were' it always

possible ta communicata with the Gavernment at a mo-

ment'a notice this might ha deemed a satisfactery answer.

But, this is, in the nature of the case, manifestly impossi-

ble, and, as a rule, the greater the distresa and danger, the

less likely is it that Ottawa can be cammunicated with

and the necessary permit obtained in tima ta pravent the

catastrophe. The question is ana not of politics but of

humanity, and should ha so treated. It is satisfactory ta

learn that Mr. Kirkpatrick interids ta re-introduce his bill

for reciprocity in wrecking naxt session, and with, as ha

thinks, a good prospect of success.

WBJ referrad on a praviauo occasion ta the decline of

the comparative power of the Irishi vote in the

United States by reason of the growing importance of the

Englimh, Scotch and Canadian elamants in the population.

Recent statistie rather strikingly illustrate this view.

Yrom these it appears that du ring the months of Sep-

tember and October last the numbar of emigrants from

England and Sctland ta the United States wss very

*nearly three times as great as that from Ireiand. Taking

a omwhat laiger view, it is shown that during the tan

months af the yers 1887 and 1888, anding Octobar 20 in

each case, the numbars of Englisbi and Scotch immigrants

wera 119,303 and 118,511 respectively; that of Irish

immigrants during the same twa periods, 66,248 and
635 .A comparisan of the two sets of facts leads ta the

conclusion that, while the immigration from aIl parts of

the United Kingdom is dacraasing, the falling off in Irish

immigration is much more markad and rapid than that

from 'England and Scotland. Commenting on these statis.

tics, the Britigh-.4nerican says As citizens of thase

States we may look on these facta, and figures with great

satisfaction, and feel greatly ancouragad in aur work of

naturalization and organization."

CONSIDERABLE discussion has bean calied forth by

the statament attributed ta ana of the leaders of the

Mormon Settlemant in the North-West, that the membars

ôf that Society do not propose ta give np the practice of

polygarny in Canada. As the delegation who recently

came ta Ottawa ta interview the Government wera prompt

suý&d explicit in giving assurances that the laws of the

country would be obsarved, it is probable that the rumour

its unfounded, or that jhe Mormon in question doas not

timly reprssent the sentiments of the comm unity. The
whole matter is, however, in a nutshaîl. Monogamy is
.. eIa. ofCanda.Th1 -1 maes1o1 xce- in _31u

TH1E WEEK.

neither Government nar people wiii toierate any. The

moral weli-beîng, of the country is, in the opinions cf the

shole people, involvad, and no compromise can ha made.

So long as the Mormon settlers obey the laws tbey are

entitIed tealal the rights and privileges cf citizenship.

Whene ver thay, or any individuals among, them, tranagreas

the law, they subject thamselves ta its penalties, and thera

is every reason ta believe that those penalties will ha

rigidly enforced.

TH prvisions f the proposed Extradition Treaty with

Mexico, a draft cf wbich was iately submitted te the

Canadian Goverument by the Imperial authorities, aeem

ta ha eminently reasonable and liberal. Its clauses, as

drafted, caver, it is understood, no0 les than twenty-tbrea

offancas, including burglary, fraud, attempta at black-

mailing, the destructive use of dynamite, etc. The won-

der is that thera should ha any hesitation on the part of

two civiiizad nations in refnsing ta harbour each other's

criminals. A nation is very uncomplimentary indaad,

when it implies that it cannot trust a neighhouring state ta

do justice ta its own suhj acta. Lt may be hoped that with

the advent cf a streng Republican administration at

Washington, some affective measures may ba adoptad ta

wipe out the stigma which now resta upon hoth the United

States and Canada, in consequance of aach having been

mada a refuge for the othar'a criminais. It is comforting

ta know that the fanît does not lie with Canada. By the

way, why should aur Government net taka the initiative

and. maka provision for the surrender, undar proper legal

safeguards, of our naighbour'a criminals, irraspective cf

thair readinasa te reciprocate. We can botter afford ta

make the United States a present of aur criminal refugees,

than ta retain and possibly assimilate the foui stream

which is continually fiowing to us acrosa the hardera.

T ENew York Nation says that from evry quarter f

Tof1 the land thare are unmistakable indications that

the clamaur te spend ail the surplus in ana way or another

is going ta ha tremendous. Not a douht of it. A few

hundreda of millions of dollars in the national treaaury,

for which there is no public use or need, must ha a terrible

tamptation ta the victors. It will require great, atrength

on the part of Presidant Harrison and his cabinet ta rasist

the determined raids that are sure te ha made. The ques-

tion involves not only. the disposai of the accumulated

surplus, but the policy cf the party in regard ta tariff re-

form. If, as allaged, there is a large body cf tariff-refarm-

ara within the Republican party, they wilI naed ta ha up

and doing, or they may find the surplus speedily vanishing

'whan the naw administration comas into power, and go the

ground which affords their hast leverage for securing that

raform slipping from under their feet.
0

HTlEN England was threatened with war in the East

wsoe three years ago, a very pieasing incident was

the valnntary aller cf assistance, in mon and maney, hy a

number of Indian feudatory ohiefs. Bafora leaving India

Lord Du'fferin took occasion ta express in the presenca cf

meveral Punjauh chiafs and a number cf ganarals, the

grateful sense retained hy bis Gevernment cf this mark cf

good feeling and liberality. The retiring Viceroy at the

same time informad them that the Governmant had resolved

not ta accept the pecuniary aid go generoualy proffered,

but that it would enlist the co-eperation in other ways

of those chiefs with specially fine fighting matarial at their

command. They would heasaked ta reerganize a portion

cf their armias, making thorm thoroughly efficient, while

each would remain a pnrely State farce, recruitad in the

territories of its chief, and servitig within them. These

troaps weuld ha gradually raisad ta sncb a pitch cf affici-

ency as would enahk, the Imperial Govarnmant to use

tham as part cf its available resaurces ta meat axternal

danger. British officers would ha appcinted ta advise and

instruct the chiefs. The chiefs were, howevar, assured

that no undua advantaga would be taken of their loyalty

or liharality, and that in no casa would a native Stata ha

asked ta put tao heavy a strain upon its means fer the

maintenance cf its military force.

HE Bitih Gvermen isplaced in a Most embarrassing

ita its present members, it must ha borne in mind that the

presence of a British force in Suakin i5 flot the resuit of

their doing. That force heing thare, basieged and hard

pressed, and baing, as it appears, quite willing ta accapt

reinforcements, whether absolutely in need of theru or not,

the Goyernment was foroed W~ decide whether, ta help, oz
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not to help. In almost any event it is pretty sure to eome

in for a liberal amount of blame. Were help not to be

sent and a disaster to the Suakin garrison follow, the

national indignation would know no bounds. Should the

reinforcements ha sent and be successful in breaking up

the siege, no permanent resuit would foliow. A littie time

would be gained, nothing more, while the Government

would mierely be so far commnitted to further operations,

which both parties wish to avoid. To withdraw the troops

from Suakin would seem like a confession of defeat, and

would be so interpreted by the Arabs, with disastrous con-

sequences, perhaps, to Egypt. Thus the situation is beset

with difficulties on every ide. Meanwhiia the Govern-

ment has apparently resolved to meet the present amerg-

ency by reinforcing the Suakin garrison, leaving the future

to take care of itself. It would be interesting to know

what their critics would do if thay were in power.

T HERE is now not much rocnm for doubt that Gerrnany

against the natives of East Africa who have been making

such short work of the German Colonization Company.

The martial spirit of Bismarck and the Reichstag is being

aroused. The old story, so familiar in the history of

English colonization, will, àt is not unlikely, be repeated.

The enterprise begun by private individuals for commercial

purposes will develop into a national expedition with con-

queat and domination as its resulta. The blunders of the

Company and the insurrection thereby provoked have

paved the way for military occupation and appropriation.

Present indications seem to point to the Sultan of Zanzi-

bar as the first victim. True, the ioss of power and

prestige among the native tribes which is among the first

fruits of his Gerîman alliance, is a pretty severe punish-

ment in itself, but it is not unlikely that to this wiIi ha

added a sterner visitation hy (lermany, as a penalty for his

inability to control his barbarian subJects under the

provocation of Germian superciliousness and outrage.

The end, hovev'Cr, is not yet. The climate is pretty

sure to fight effectively on the ide of the natives.

Even Bismarck will hesitate long, before ha sends the

German soldiers to the unequai contest with it, and

operations by means of native mercenaries wiIl require

a akill and tact which the German colonizers have not yet

exhibited, te ensure their success. Mean while, it will bc

a serious question for England, how far her co-operation

in the blockade may tend to compromise lier ini the eyes of

the natives. It wotild be by no lueans surprising shonld

the native disaffection spread to the detriment of the Eng-

iish Oompany's enterprise. It wilI certainly redound

greatly ta the credit of the latter if by fair play and

sagacity they succeed in peacefully carrying out their

prai ects. ____

T IE Floquet Ministry in France have committad one of

their worst blunders in propoaing to tax professional

incarnes and incomes from invested capital. Such taxes

are aiways obnoxions, as involving inquiry into the privata

affaira of the subject, and the French people are said to ba

more averse than moat others to having their privacy in-

vadecl by public officiaIs. But the Ministry are hard

pushed for money, and can probably êind no alternative.

Generalîy, all such taxes are objectionable, not only on

account of the inquisition ilnto personal affairs they involve,

1but 180O and especially on account Of the facilities they
egive for fraud. In our own cities the income tax operates

unquestionabîy as a prcmium upen dishonesty, a fine for

conscielltiousness, and an agency of injustice. If the system
3cannot ha replaced by a batter, some means, such as the
3publication of comIlete lists of incomes taxed and amounts
3paid, shoukkbe davisad to correct the glaring inequalitias
-il, its working. This would increase the annoyance of
3publicity, but might go far to discouràge undervaluation,
1and prevent pettY evasions.

1'THE S ORIFICE 0F EDUCATIO.

3 VE have, on varions occasions, drawn attention ta the

aw sericus evils connected with our present methods of

education, and more especially with the complicated system

of xaintins ivovigas it does, the fullest develop-

9 ment of the systam of cramming. It is, therefore, with

e the greatest satisfaction that we have read the proteest,

e signed by nearly ail the greatast acholars and teachers in

d' England, and enforcad by papers proceeding from some of

a the mOst eounnnt of tbem, setting forth the great and

it growing evilB cOf various kinds connected with the present

b, ystem, which they déclare to be a sacri/ice of educotion ta


